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Agriculture Minister Hopes To Avoid ‘Showdown’ 
OW 281107 Tokvo KYODO in Enelish 1021 GAMUT 
28 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Agriculture. For- 
estry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Saio will leave 
Tuesday for Washington in a last-minute attempt to 
avert a Showdown between Japan and the United States 
over the beet and citrus trade. 


The ruling Liberal Democratic Party will also send a 
four-member mission with the farm minister. Tsutomu 
Hata, leader of the LDP farm lobby and a member of the 
House of Representatives, will head the party delegates. 


The United States, which has been pressing Japan to 
remove smport quotas on beet. oranges and orange juice, 
has refused to open talks with Japan to conclude a new 
farm agreement succeeding the present four-year accord, 
which is due to expire March 31. 


Three bureau heads of the Farm Ministry, Hidero Maki, 
Akio Kyoya and Takashi Yoshikuni, will also be among 
Sato’s entourage. 


Sato and his group will have intensive talks with US. 
Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter and Secretary of 
Agriculture Richard Lyng Wednesday and Thursday, 
government officials said. 


The farm minister is scheduled to fly back to Tokyo 
April 3. the officials said. 


The Japanese negotiating team will maintain its position 
not to free the farm trade from official controls in order 
to protect domestic beef and citrus producers, govern- 
ment sources said. 


Earlier in the day, government and LDP leaders agreed 
to grant full authority to Sato’s mission to settle the 
dispute. LDP officials said. 


Sato, who was among those attending, vowed his utmost 
efforts to reach an agreement, the officials said. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, Sato and LDP Secre- 
tary General Shintaro Abe were among those attending 
the meeting at Takeshita’s official residence. 


The leaders failed to agree on whether to respond to the 
U.S. call for Japan to set a clear timetable for liberalizing 
the farm trade, they said. 


A high-level LDP officer. meeting reporters on the 
condition of anonymity, said Japan will offer an increase 
in farm import quotas. He said Japan will not maintain 
the import quotas permanently, hinting at the liberaliza- 
tion of beef and citrus imports in the future. 


NORTHEAST ASIA I 


Washington has said tt will file a suit with the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) against Japan's 
farm trade restrictions if Japan fails to decontrol the 
farm trade. 


In the absence of a new agreement, the Farm Ministry 
has announced new import quotas for the April-Septem- 
ber term of this year, setting them at 192,000 tons for 
beet. up 9.000 tons from the year earlier level, 91.000 
tons for oranges and 8.500 tons for orange juice, both 
unchanged from a year ago. 


Australia, the largest exporter of beef to Japan, has also 
threatened to file a suit with the GATT it Japan and the 
United States settle the farm rift to Australia’s detri- 
ment 


Japan's fiscal 1986 beef imports came to 188,000 tons, of 
which Australia accounted for 113.000 tons and the 
United States tor 63,000 tons, according to government 
figures. 


Delegation Has ‘Full Authority’ 
OW 280613 Tokve KYODO in English OSS8 GMI 
8 \Vfar SS 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Government and 
Liberal Democratic Party leaders agreed Monday to 
grant full authority to a high-powered mission to settle 
the farm trade dispute with the United States. LDP 
officials said. 


Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi 
Sato, who was among those attending. vowed his utmost 
efforts to reach an agreement, the officials said 


The farm minister is due to leave Tuesday for Washing- 
ton as head of a government-party mission making a 
last-ditch attempt to work out an American demand for 
Japan to liberalize imports of beef. oranges and orange 
juice. 


Representing the LDP’s farm lobby, Tsutomu Hata, 
chairman of the LDP Research Commission on Compre- 
hensive Agriculture, will join Sato. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, Sato and LDP Secre- 
tary General Shintaro Abe were among those attending 
the meeting at Takeshita’s official residence. 


The leaders failed to agree on whether to respond to the 
U.S. call for Japan to set a clear timetable for liberalizing 
the farm trade, they said. 


The United States, pressing Japan to remove farm 
import quotas, has refused to engage in talks with Japan 
to conclude a new agreement succeeding the present 
four-year quota accord, signed in 1984. 
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Washington has said it will file a suit with the General 
Agreement on Taritts and Trade against Japan's tarm 
trade restrictions 


Abe Discusses Farm Trade 
OW 260727 Tokvo KYODO tn Enelish 0712 GMT 
-6 Mar 8S 


[Text] Hamamatsu, Shizuoka Pret.. March 26 
KY ODO—Liberal Democratic Party Secretary General 
Shintaro Abe said here Saturday that preparations are 
necessary to meet foreign calls for Japan to liberalize 
imports of beef and oranges. 


Abe, speaking at a lecture meeting here, said Japan 
cannot immediately accept a U.S. demand to remove 
quotas on beet and citrus imports on April |. 


Low-priced imports may damage domestic producers, he 
pointed 


Abe, however, said he knows there 1s a worldwide trend 
for treer trade and that Japan must complete prepara- 
tions to go along with that tide. 


Abe's remark meant that Japan must eventually free beet 


and citrus imports after taking relief measures for 
domestic farmers. 


The governing party's No. 2 man urged Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato to clearly 
explain Japan’s position and listen to Americans’ opin- 
ion while he 1s in Washington next week. 


Abe said Sato’s talks with U.S. officials may produce 
some agreement to break the impasse in the farm trade 
dispute. 


Sato is scheduled to leave Tokyo Tuesday for Washing- 
ton ‘or last-ditch talks with chief trade negotiator Clay- 
ton Yeutter and Secretary of Agriculture Richard Lyng. 


The United States has refused to hold talks with Japan to 
conclude a new agreement succeeding the existing four- 
year farm trade agreement under which Japan sets 
import quotas for beef, oranges and orange juice. The 
1984 agreement 1s due to expire March 31. 


Washington has said it will file a suit with the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade against Japan's farm trade 
restrictions. 


Abe was here on a day’s visit to attend a lecture session 
sponsored by one of LDP Diet members who belongs to 
Abe’s faction. 
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Australia May Petition GATT on Beef Issue 
OW 260815 Tokyo KYODO in Enelish OOSS GMT 
6 V/ar AS 


[Text] Tokyo, March 26 KYODO—Australia may have 
to file a petition with the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) against Japan for its restriction of 
beef and orange imports, if the United States does so 
first, Australian Primary Industry and Energy Minister 
John Kerin said Saturday. 


Kerin, who arrived here Friday for a two-day visit, made 
the remark when he met his Japanese counterpart. 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi 
Sato, Japanese officials said. 


He also said Australia will lodge a protest with GATT if 
any farm trade agreement between Japan and the US. 
emerges from their current negotiations at the expense of 
his country. 


He urged Japan to liberalize Japanese becf imports in 
such a way as to change its present import quota system 
to one of imposing ad valorem import duties on beef, the 
officials said. 


Sato replied Japan has no intention of discriminating 
against Australia in favor of the U.S., saying both Aus- 
tralia and the U.S. are friendly nations for Japan. 


“Japan wants to settle the farm issue with the U-S. 
realistically,” Sato was quoted as telling Kerin. 


But he did not disclose any detat!s of a compromise plan 
he may offer to the U.S. when he visits Washington next 
Tuesday to seek a final solution to the controversial 
issue, they said. 


Later, the Australian minister told reporters Japan 
should liberalize its beef imports gradually, probably 
over the next three years. 


He said Australian is opposed to Japan taking any steps 
after liberalization that would not lower beef prices, such 
as imposition of an import surcharge. 


He predicted tie U.S. would piobably file a petition with 
GATT if Japan tried to settle the beef trade dispute 
merely by expanding import quotas. 


Ozawa Sees ‘Progress’ in Construction Talks 
OW 260129 Tokvo KYODO in English 0026 GMT 
26 Mar 88 


[Text] Washington, March 25 KYODO—A visiting 
senior Japanese Government ofiicial said Friday he saw 
some progress in talks on U.S. demands for easy access 
to the Japanese construction market. 
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Ichiro Ozawa, dep ty chief cabinet secretary, told 
reporters after a series of talks with U.S. officials that 
both sides have made progress “in many respects.” He 
did not elaborate. 


But “very difficult” problems remain unresolved. said 
()zawa, who arrived here Thursday as Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita’s special envoy. 


Ozawa discussed the construction market dispute in 
separate meetings with senior U.S. government officials, 
including Commerce Secretary C. William Verity, trade 
representative Clayton Yeutter. and deputy trade repre- 
sentative Michael Smith. 


A U.S. official said the “central issue” in the dispute 1s 
Washington's demand that Tokyo ensure participation 
of U.S. firms in major private-sector projects. 


Ozawa’s meeting with Smith, which lasted 2 and 1/2 
hours, tocused on a review of previous talks and an 
exchange of views aimed at reaching a compromise. 
Japanese sources said. 


Ozawa said he would like to Hammer out an agreement 
within Friday. He scheduled another meeting with Smith 
Friday night. 


At his 30-minute meeting with Verity, Ozawa urged the 
U.S. offictal to settle the dispute as soon as possible 
through bilateral efforts, the sources said. 


Verity agreed and offered to play a role in ending the 
dispute, they said. But he reiterated the U.S. position 
that Japan should give American contractors easy mar- 
ket access, particularly in private-sector projects such as 
the construction of airport terminal buildings and the 
supply of materials for such buildings, they said. 


Ozawa told Verity that the Japanese Government cannot 
ensure U.S. participation in terminal building projects 
because private contractors and third-sector enterprises 
(joint ventures between local governments and private 
firms) play a central role in such projects, the sources said. 


The U.S. side has threatened to invoke a law allowing 
retaliatory action against countries engaging in unfair 
trade practices unless Japan submits acceptable conces- 
sions by early next week. 


In this connection, U.S. government sources said Wash- 
ington has given Tokyo until Monday afternoon to 
resolve the construction issue. 


The dispute originally stemmed from U.S. requests for 
access to the multibillion dollar new Kansai Interna- 
tional Airport project in western Japan. 


The U.S. 1s now urging Japan to open both public and 
private construction projects. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


At his meeting with [James] Baker. Ozawa handed him a 
letter from Prime Minister Takeshita. the sources said. 


They quoted Takeshita as saying in the letter that Japan 
1S prepared to make further concessions and as express- 
ing hope that Baker will provide “as much support as 
possible” for an early solution to the dispute. 


Baker told Ozawa that the U.S. would like to establish a 
cooperative relationship in the trade sphere like the one 
maintained in finance, they said. 


The sources also said Yeutter indicated during talks with 
Ozawa that the U.S. 1s concerned primarily with high- 
technology systems for airport terminal buildings. an 
area in which US. firms enjoy a competitive edge. 


Tokyo To Ask Damages for PRC Train Victims 
OW I81T1S9 Tor vo KYODO in English 1127 GMT 
28 Mar 8S 


{Text} Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Transport Minister 
Shintaro Ishihara on Monday pinned blame on China tor 
Thursday's train collision near Shanghai and said the 
government will ask China to pay compensation to those 
involved in the accident. 


Ishihara made the statement at a meeting of the Trans- 
port Committee of the House of Councillors in reply to 
Komeito member Akira Nakano. 


The head-on collision between two express passenger 
trains killed 27 Japanese and injured 46 others from the 
Kochi Gakugei senior high school in the western Japan 
city of Kochi. 


Meanwhile, a top-level Foreign Ministry official said the 
ministry will hold intra-ministry talks in a day or two to 
prepare for compensation negotiations with China for 
the crash victims. 


Officials concerned with the Consular and Emigration 
Affairs Department. Asian Affairs Bureau and Treaties 
Bureau of the ministry will participate in the talks, 
according to the official who requested anonymity. 


The official said the ministry will do all it can to help 
bereaved families of the accident negotiate with China 
through diplomatic channels. 


Kong Lingran, deputy director of Shanghai's Railways 
Bureau, reporiedly showed China’s willingness Sunday 
to consult with Japan on compensation for the Japanese 
victims through diplomatic channels. 
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Minister Urges Trade ‘Restraint’ With RSA 
OW 280409 Tokvo KYODO in English 0302 GMT 
2S Mar 8&8 


{Text} Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—International Trade 
and Industry Minister Hajime Tamura Monday asked 
the heads of six major Japanese trading houses to curb 
trade with South Africa. 


The request followed a government decision to urge 
Japanese corporations to “voluntarily” restrain trade 
with South Africa due to that nation’s apartheid policies. 


Japan has been under fire after 1 was confirmed to be 
South Africa’s biggest trading partner. 


The six major trading houses that were asked to cut trade 
volume with Pretoria were Sumitomo Corp., C. Itoh and 
€o., Marubeni Corp., Mitsubishi Corp., Mitsui and Co.., 
and Nissho Iwai Corp., ministry officials said. 


Lao Foreign Minister Arrives for 5-Day Visit 
OW 280323 Tokvo KYODO tn English 0240 GMT 
2S Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Laotian Vice Pre- 
mier and Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut arrived here 
Monday for a five-day visit to Japan as a guest of the 
Foreign Ministry. 


Phoun will pay a courtesy call on Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita and meet Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno Tues- 
day to exchange views on the Southeast Asian situation 
and bilateral relations. 


He is the first Laotian foreign minister to visit Japan 
since the founding of the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic in December 1975. 


Phoun was originally scheduled to arrive on Sunday. But 
a Japan Airlines flight developed an engine trouble 
forcing him to arrive 12 hours behind schedule, the 
Foreign Ministry said. 


Meets With LDP’s Abe 
OW 281117 Tokyo KYODO in English 1046 GMT 
IS Var SS 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Liberal Democratic 
Party Secretary General Shintaro Abe asked Laos’ Vice 
Premier and Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut on Mon- 
day to help bring peace to Kampuchea, LDP officials 
said. 


Phoun, who arrived here earlier in the day on a five-day 
visit to Japan, replied that Laos is making efforts to bring 
about a peaceful settlement to the decade-long armed 
conflict in Kampuchea, the officials said. 
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Abe told Phoun that Japan is ready to increase tts 
economic assistance to Laos if the Kampuchean war ts 
resolved. 


Philippine Finance Officials Pay 4-Day Visit 
OW 281317 Tokhvo KYODO in English 1125 GMI 
D8 Mlar SS 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Philippine Finance Sec- 
reiary Vicente Jayme and central bank governor Jose Fer- 
nandez on Monday called for Japan’s help in easing the 
Philippines’ heavy financial burden stemming from its 
cumulative foreign debts, a Foreign Ministry oficial said. 


Jayme and Fernandez, here through Wednesday on a 
four-day visit. filed the request with Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno in a 30-minute meeting at the Foreign 
Ministry. the oificial said in a briefing to reporters 


The Philippines’ chronic foreign debts reached 27.5 
billion dollars as of September 1987, the official said. 


Jayme also asked for an early settlement to the ongoing 
bilateral talks to reschedule the repayment of a 70 billion 
yen (about 560 million dollars) loan from Japan, he said. 


In response, Uno was quoted as telling Jayme Japan will 
Study possible measures to help the Aquino administra- 
tion ease its huge foreign debt. 


Concerning a request made by Jayn* to provide the 
Philippines with rice to make up for shortages of rice tn 
the country, Uno promised to hold bilateral talks on the 
issue, the official said. 


Jayme later met with International Trade and Industry 
Minister Hajime Tamura. 


Takeshita Meets Former FRG Chancellor 
OW 230519 Tokyo KYODO in English 0450 GMT 
28 Mar SS 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Japane ~ Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita ana former West German 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt on Monday shared a view 
that the huge trade surpluses pose of [as received] their 
countries a problem for the world economy, a Foreign 
Minister official said. 


Takeshita and Schmidt also agreed that the United 
States should reduce its trade and budget deficits, the 
official said in a briefing to reporters. 


Schmidt, paying a courtesy call on Takeshita at his 
official residence, praised Japan's economic perfor- 
mance. saying Japan’s domestic demand 1s expanding. 


Schmidt is currently on a week-long visit to Japan that 
started Saturday. He is scheduled to attend a two-day 
economic symposium scheduled for Tuesday and 
Wednesday in Tokyo. 
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lakeshita told Schmidt that Japan’s imports of manu- 


taciured goods have been growing, and that the growth of 


its Overall exports has been slowing. 


During the 20-minute meeting with the former West 
German leader. Takeshita was quoted as saying that 
Japan has learned much from West Germany, particu- 
larly for its anti-inflation policy. 


Takeshita, who 1s due to visit West Germany in early 
May. called for closer economic consultations between 
the two countries, the official said. 


Schmidt expressed the hope that Takeshita’s European 
tour would be successful, he said. Takeshita 1s scheduled 
to visit Britain, West Germany, Italy and the Vatican 
between late April and early May. 


On the global political situation, Schmidt was quoted as 
saying that China will play an important role on the 
international political scene in the future. 


In response, Takeshita said China 1s promoting open- 
door policies and Japan hopes China will achieve its 
development goals according to the official. 


State Minister Visits Disputed Islands 
OW 271001 Tokvo KYODO ia English 0401 GMT 
27 Var SS 


| Text) Nemuro, Hokkaido, March 27 KYODO—Oamu 
Takatori, state minister in charge of the Management 
and Coordination Agency, saw the Soviet-held islands 
off this eastern Hokkaido City Sunday and said a Japan- 
Soviet peace and friendship treaty can be concluded 
after their return to Japan. 


Takaton, who arrived from Tokyo Saturday, saw the 
Kunashiri Island 37 kilometers off the Nosppu point 
under a clear wintry sky. 


He later told reporters at a hotel he felt deep chagrin that 
Japan’s own islands are under foreign occupation. 


The Soviet Union seized Etorofu. Kunashiri, Shikotan 
Islands and the Habomai group immediately after the 
end of World War II and has never returned them to 
Japan in spite of repeated Japanese requests to do so. 


Workers Stage Spring Labor Offensive Rally 
OW 271011 Tokvo KYODO in Enelish O9SS GMT 
2 ] VJar SS 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO—About 80,000 wor'- 
ers staged a rally here Sunday to demand sharp wage 
hikes in a spring labor offensive and to protest the 
large-scale indirect tax being considered by the govern- 
ment and the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. 
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The ralliers were workers belonging to leftist labor 
unions opposed to the tactics of Japan’s largest union. 
the 5.55-miilion member Japanese private sector trade 
union cofederation (Rengo). 


Following speeches made by union leaders, the partici- 
pants adopted an appeal calling for winning higher wage 
hikes by stepping up solidarity among workers who 
object to Rengo’s activities. 


Rengo and Japan's second-largest union, the 4.3 million- 
member General Council of Trade Unions of Japan 
(Sohyo), jointly held a rally in Tokyo Saturday with 
about 25,000 workers taking part. 


Protest Groups Rally Near Narita Airport 
OW 271137 Tokvo KYODO in English 1010 GMI 
27 Mar &8& 


[Text] Narita, Chiba Pref.. March 27 KYODO—Two 
antiaisport groups held rallies near Narita Airport here 
Sunday to oppose second-stage construction work. 


The rallies were held to remember the 2 tacks on the 
airport's control tower in March !978 just before it was 
opened 


About 4,000 people attended the rallies. but no major 
trouble was reported, police said. 


About 9,500 policemen were called out to prevent pos- 
sible guerrilla actions by the ralliers. 


North Korea 


MAC Member Protests South Boats’ ‘Violation’ 
S$K261535 Pyvongvang KCNA in English 1506 GAM! 
26 Mar 88 


[Text] Kaesong March 26 (KCN.\)}—The South Korean 
puppet clique committed a grave military provocation 
by infiltrating three speed boats into our territorial 
waters roughly seven miles southeast of Pupo-ri in 
Kangryong County, South Hwanghae Province, follow- 
ing a foreign merchant ship on its way to Hac‘ port 
between 19:30 and 19:48 March 25. 


In protest against this, Major General Y1 Tae-ho, senior 
member of our side to the Military Armistice Commis- 
sion, sent a message to the enemy side. 


The message strongly denounces the infiltration of speed 
boais which coincides with the criminal “Team Spirit 
88" joint military maneuvers on the part of the U.S. side 
with huge armed forces of aggression :acluding aircrafi 
carrier On the seas surrounding Korea as a very grave 
incident, a flagrant violation of paragraph 15 of the 
armistice agreement and a deliberate provocation to 
artificially increase the tensions. 
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ut of the position to avoid military conflict and con- 
frontation on all accounts. we displayed a maximum 
self-restraint and only gave a strong warning, the mes- 
Sage notes. If the enemy intrudes into our territorial 
waters again. our side will take resolute steps, it warns. 


Papers on South's Not Answering Talks Proposal 


NODONG SINMUN Commentary 
SAK2S05 16 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
WOO" GMT 28 Mar 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 28 March co;amentary: “An 
Extremely Insidious and Rude Act ; 


| Text] Last 8 March the chairman of the North's prepa- 
raiory committee for preliminary talks for a North-South 
joint conference, after expressing regret over the fact that 
our proposal for preliminary talks for convening a 
North-South joint conference on 19 February in Pan- 
munjom-—our proposal was contained in a letter to the 
South Korean authorities, political parties, public orga- 
nizations, and people of all walks of life—had fallen 
through due to the unjust stand taken by the South 
Korean side. once again politely proposed to the South 
Korean side that preliminary talks be held on 28 March 
in Panmunjom. 


However, these preliminary talks have once again even- 
tually fallen through, due to the South Korean side's 
tailure to respond to it in any form even though the date 
we proposed for the preliminary talks has arrived. 


Giving a correct answer 19 a pure and good manner to a 
proposal for dialogue politely advanced by the other 
party through a formal che~nel is a rudimentary form of 
decorum that the other party to the dialogue should 
observe. This notwithstanding, the South side has caused 
our proposal, in which a date and venue for the prelim- 
inary talks were specified, to fall through by failing to 
even mention as much as one complete word in response 
to our proposal. 


This 1s an extremcly insidious and rude act, one that is to 
date unprecedented in North-South relations. From the 
beginning, the persons in authority in South Korea have 
not been sincere about our proposal for convening a 
North-South joint conference, and they have employed 
various schemes to keep it from having an impact. 


Such a challenging act by the persons in authority in 
South Korea concerning our serious and sincere perce- 
loving effort for reunification is nothing but an open 
indication that they will, as they did in the past, dash 
toward confrontation, war, and perpetua! division, while 
keeping in place a wall that stands against us. 


The misunderstanding, mistrust, and confrontation 
between the North and South have now become serious 
to the point where it is hard to find their counterpart 
even between hostile countries, and tension has become 
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aggravated to the fullest extent. As a result. an acute 
Situation has been created in which it 1s mmpossible to 
predict when a war will break out 


Under such conditions, the North and South should tind 
ways to live peacefully by first reconciling and uniting 
with each other as a consanguineous people, even if thes 
cannot achieve national reunification immediately. For 
this purpose, a negotiating venue in which the consensus 
of the entire population can be summarized should be 
arranged at an early date. Our proposal for convening a 
North-South jornt conference ts the most practical 
method for negotiations that can bring together the will 
and demands of all the Korean people. in boii the North 
and South. If people from all walks of life. including the 
persons in authority, representatives of political parties. 
and public organizations in the North and South, can sit 
together in one place and discuss and settle immediate 
and pressing issues between the North and South—such 
as halting large-scale military exercises. including the 
“Team Spirit” joint military exercise. and realizing 
multinational disarmament talks—there 1s no question 
this will open an epochal phase in arranging a new 
turning point for national reconciliation, unity. and 
peaceful reunification. 


If the persons in authority in South Korea possess a 
modicum of readiness [yongui] and will to move together 
with us toward national reunification. which is the 
common national milestone. they have no reason what- 
soever for not responding to our patriotic proposal for 
national salvation. 


The act by the South side. which has not only failed to 
mention as much as One word in response to our pro- 
posal for discussing and settling important issues 
designed to rescue the people who stand right on the 
threshold of a war, through the united strength of the 
North and South—but has also placed artificial obstacles 
in the way of its realizatton—clearly demonstrates that 
what they hope for 1s neither dialogue. nor peace. nor 
peaceful reunification, but only confrontation, war, and 
the perpetual division of the nation. 


In practice, the South Korean ruling clique, with its back 
turned to our—their fellow countrymen’s—peace pro- 
posal at any costs, is now leading conditions in the 
country to an even graver phase by forcibly cenducting 
the provocative “Team Spuirit-88" nuclear test’ war 
against us, in league with the United States, the alien 
force. 


While continuously milking their self-made and self- 
staged drama of the passenger plane incident, and their 
theory of the threat of someone else taking advantage of 
the Olympics—with their guns trained on us, the other 
party to the dialogue—they are not only openly uttering 
such powder-reeking words as an annihilation in the 
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initial Stage Of a war and punitive retaliation. They also 
have gone to such lengths as committing such provoca- 
tive Maneuvers as infiltrating armed ships deep into our 
territorial waters 


In this way. the South Korean ruling clique has once 
again laid bare the tact that the matters they babble 
about. such as reconciliation, detente, and peacetul reu- 
nification, are al! bogus and not worth a penny. and that 
it iS a dialogue-negating. peace-negating. and reunifica- 
lion-negating antinational group that suffers not at all in 
comparison to its predecessor, the Chon Tu-hwan clique 


There 1s no change in our stand to arrange a phase that 1s 
tavorable to achieving national reconciliation. unity. and 
peacetul reunification betwecn the North and South 
betore the end of this year. by convening a North-South 
joint conference at an carly date 


In view of the call of the prevailing situation, and in view 
of the national aspirations tor peace and peacetul reun- 
fication. a North-South joint conference should be con- 
vened at an early date 


The South Korean side should apologize tor its antina- 
tional, criminal acts of having caused the preliminary 
talks tor convening a North-South joint conference to 
twice fall through. It should also make a courageous 
decision to corae to the table of a North-South joint 
conference after abandoning its antidialogue. antipeace. 
and antireunitication stand 


It. in the end, the persons in authority in South Korea 
refuse to accept our proposal tor a North-South joint 
conference and follow the adventurous path of war 
against us together with the aggressors, the U.S. imperi- 
alists, they will take full responsibility for the conse- 
quences arising therefrom 


MINJU CHOSON Commentary 
SA26045" Pyonevane AC NA in Enelish 0443 GMI 
6 Mar SS 


[Text] Pyongyang March 26 (KCNA)}—MINJU CHO- 
SON today comments on the failure of the South Korean 
side to answer the proposal of our side to have a 
preliminary meeting for the convocation of a North- 
South joint conference at Panmunjyom on March 28. 
though more than half a month has passed 


A signed commentary of the paper says 


It behaves like this after taking over our second letter 
dated March 8 proposing a d’alogue through a regular 
channel between the North and the South. Such thing 
had never been noticed in the North-South relations 


Such attitude of the South Korean side cannot be 
regarded as a mere negligence or insincerity. 
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lice. 18 no difference at all yesterday and today in the 
wrong stand of the South Korean rulers toward the 
proposal tor the convocation ot a North-South jornt 
conference 


As evervone knows. to head off the influence of the 
proposal for the convocation of a North-South joint 
conterence they made public taked “results of investiga- 
tion” into the airliner incident which had nothing to do 
with us the Way after they took over our first letter and 
chose to bring confrontation to a more acute phase by 
their malicious anti-DPRK smear campaign. And they 
challenged 1 with the start of the “Team Spirit SS” joint 
manoeuvres with the U.S. imperialists 


On the other hand. they vilified our negotiation proposal 
as a “camouflaged peace offensive” intended to “divide 
public opinion 


The present South Korean rulers even raised a hue and 
cry over someone's fictitious “provocation” and 
viciously incited North-South controntatvon, letting out 
the high-handed war-thirsty utterances that they would 
“regard it as a declaration of war” and “powertully 
retaliate on it.” 


This was, in fact. an open challenge to our proposal and 
a downright declaration refusing dialogue. declaration 
refusing reconciliation and declaration refusing reunifi- 
cation 


But, it 1s a big mistake. if the South Korean rulers think 
they can substitute this for an answer to our proposal 
They should answer in explicit terms whether they will 
come out to the conference table or not, and why they 
turn their back On our patriotic proposal and are so 
deadly afraid of the people's participation in the debate 
on reunification 


They should clearly know that their haughty approach to 
our proposal for the convocation of a North-South joint 
conference 1s incurring not only despair but hatred and 
indignation from the people 


No Tae-u Tatk of Unification Viewed as ‘Empty 
SA2°US4S Pyonevane AC NA in English 0840 GMI 
27 Mar 8&8 


[Empty Talk” —KCNA Headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA}—Trantor No Tae-u 
was reported io have talked about “national self-respect” 
and “unification” defore the attendants of the “join! 
meeting of the steering and standing committee of the 
advisory council on the policy of peaceful unification” 
on March 24. MINJU CHOSON today in a signed 
commentiry brands his utterances as an impudent, ridic- 
ulous and shameless sermon. It is the U.S. imperialists 
who oust and pick up a “president” and dictate the 
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shaping of “policy” and its execution in South Korea 
And it 1s also they who hold the prerogative of supreme 
command over the Army. the commentary says. and 
goes On 


lt is an empty talk for the traitor to speak abut “na- 
tional self-respect” after allowing foreign forces io act the 
master and making their economy and culture hold sway 
in his country 


Talking about “national self-respect” by the traitor No 
Tae-u, a servant and puppet of the U.S. imperialists in 
executing thei colonial policy, 1s an intolerable insult to 
the South Korean people fighting for the cause of inde- 
pendence against U.S. imperialism. 


His assertion that “non-productive competition claim- 
ing each Olher’s wasting should be discontinued” 1s also 
a ridiculous piffle. It 1s an empty talk and a mockery of 
the Korean people's desire for reunification to clamour 
about “unification” after deliberately aggravating the 
Situation through frantic North-South confrontation 
rackets and military manoeuvres 


The traitor No’s jargon about “national self-respect” and 
“unification” 1s nothing but a cunning preach aimed at 
camouflaging South Korea as an “independent state”, 
covering its colonial character, justifying his confrcata- 
tion and war manocuvres, lulling the people's anti-U S., 
anti- dictatorship struggle and realising the “security of 
his regime” 


The traitor No Tae-u had better stop talking nonsense 
and immediately step down from “power” as demanded 
by the people. 


Paper Views U.S. Aims in Supporting No Tae-u 
SK271118 Pyvonzvane Domestic Service in Korean 
WO" GMT 26 Mar 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 26 March commentary: “The 
Lawyer for the Puppets”] 


[Text] The ©.S. ruling bunch is raising its voice in 
suppor of the No Tae-u military dictatorship. On the 
day when the drama of the transfer of power was staged 
in South Korea. the United States, through its State 
Department spokesman, stated :t supported a peaceful 
transfer of power, that n congratulated No Tae-u on his 
assumption of office, and that it praised the determina- 
tion to devciop democracy. Some time ago, Reagan 
himself described the advent of the No Tae-u regime as 
that of a democratic political system, in addition to 
stat'ng he would actively support the puppet traitor. 


It is the evaluation of the South Korean people. in 
addition to being commonly acknowledged by the entire 
world, that traitor No Tae-u ts identical to traitor Chon 
Tu-hwan, and that the No Tae-u regime is an extension 
of the Chon Tu-hwan military fascist regime. Why then 
should the United States, which lies far across the ocean, 
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make such a fuss to describe the No Tac-u regime as a 
democratic regime” The answer 1s clear: 111s because the 
United States 1s the ringleader of the prolongation of 
military dictatorship by traitor No Tae-u 


South Korea 1s a US. colony and a U.S. nuclear forward 
base. The basis of the U.S. policy toward Korea 1s to 
fabricate two Koreas, and to hold South Korea as its 
perpetual colonial and military base. By placing a pro- 
U.S. military hooligan like No Tae-u in power, the 
United States 1s attempting tv perpetually occupy South 
Korea. This 1s in addition to its attempting to realize its 
wild ambition for the domination of all Korea, Asia, and 
the world by using the South as a stepping stone. It 1s an 
open secret that the United States. prompted by such a 
plot, has fabricated military fascist dictatorial regimes in 
South Korea: that whenever such a regime is in crisis, it 
replaces it with a new stooge. which temporarily calms 
the people's resistance: and that it has maintained the 
wicked military government. 


When the people's mass struggle calling tor the establish- 
ment of a civilian government exploded in South Korea 
last year, the United States provided the deceptive 
scenario for the declaration of democratization. It also 
fabricated the military hooligan traitor No Tae-u’s com- 
ing to power behind the signboard of direct clections, 
thereby victimizing the people's demand for democrati- 
zation and opening a way to maintain and prolong their 
colonial rule. 


The United States supports the No Tac-u regime because 
it as the puppet it has created. and because this 1s 
necessary to justify its maneuvers for prolonging military 
rule. The actions toward South Korea that the United 
States 1s currently engaged in prove more clearly why the 
U.S. imperialists have put the pro-US. military hooligan 
traitor No Tae-u in power. By having its new stooge rave 
about a southward invasion that would take advantage 
of the transitional period, the United States is bringing 
vast aggressive armed forces into South Korea under the 
pretexts of the “Team Spirit-88" war exercise and Olym- 
pic security. This clearly proves that the pro-U.S. mih- 
tary fascist regime fabricated in South Korea 1s a product 
of the U.S. imperialists’ aggressive strategy aimed at 
further converting South Korea into a military base as 
well as into a nuclear forward base. 


The United States also sought to further intensify its 
colonial domination over and plunder of South Korea by 
means of traitor No Tae-u's pro-U.S. military fascist 
regime. This is well revealed by the fact that the U.S. 
treasury secretary, who was said to have come to South 
Korea to congratulate the farce of the puppet traitor’s 
inauguration, met the pupp<ts and requested that the 
South Korean currency be appreciated against coilar and 
that its market be opened wider. 


The true U.S. objective in praising the South Korean 
regime is to shield its maneuvers for colonial rule and the 
prolongation of military rule by externally disguising 
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these—as if an independent democratic regime had 
appeared in South Korea—and to intensify internal 
aggression and plunder by controlling the pro-US. mil- 
ilary hooligans 


There are also other reasons for praising the South 
Korean regime. The illegal and illegitimate No Taec-u 
military fascist regime. which was fabricated through 
irregularities and fraud, under an atmosphere of martial 
law under U.S. manipulation, was confronted with the 
people's stroiug resistance upon its birth. The South 
Korean people. who waged pan-national resistance 
against traitor No Tae-u as soon as he ran for president. 
declared the fabrication of traitor No Tae-u’s election to 


be null ar The South Korean people then 
launched ch -gle to oppose the prolongation of 
military by traitor No Tae-u as soon as he came to 
power. | ‘or’ >s anti-No Tae-u struggle is continu- 
ing. and uj it 40 grow further. 


These developments in South Korea are worrying the 
United States. even though it maniayed to fabricate the 
No Tae-u regime and prolong mili ary rule. Playing the 
role of lawyer for the No Tae-u regime and babbling 
about democracy. the United States 1s attempting to 
improve the popularity of the colonial lackey. to calm 
the South Korean people's struggle against No Tae-u and 
military rule. It 1s also attempting to safely maintain 
South Korea as its colony. 


However, no underiaking attempted in such an unnatu- 
ral manner and contradicting the general trend of the 
times w’ll succeed. In South Korea. a powerful struggle 
has begun to be waged against the U.S. imperialists who 
are the behind-the-scenes manipulators in fabricating the 
military fascist regime, aggressors. and plunderers. 
Places like the U.S. Cultural Center have already been 
attacked. The United States will have to pay dearly for 
its criminal maneuvers for mocking the people and 
defending the military fascist dictatorship. 


Further on U.S. ‘Backing’ of No 
SA260449 Pyonevane KCNA in Eneltsh 0440 GMI 
26 Mar 8&8 


{ Text] Pyongyang March 26 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today in its signed commentary accuses the US. 
ruling quarters of crying themselves hoarse in backing 
the No Tae-u military dictatorship. 


Some time ago Reagan prattled that he would give an 
active “support” to the traitor, describing the emergence 
of the No Tae-u “regime” as that of a “democratic 
political system”. the paper says, and goes on: 


The United States extolled the No Tae-u “regime” 
because he 1s its hand-raised puppet. 


To cover its co 


the military government by making it appear that an 
independent “democratic regime” has come into being 


tial rule and moves for the extension of 
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in South Kerea on one hand and manipulate the pro- 
US. military gangsters to intensify aggression and plun- 
der on the other—this 1s the aim of the United States in 
praising the South Korean “regeme”. There 1s another 
aim of the LS. imperialists in praising the South Korean 
“regime.” By playing a lawyer for the No Tae-u “re- 
gime’. talking about “democracy”. the United States 
iniends to returbish the image of its colonial henchman 
and thus arrest the South Korean people's struggle 
against No Tae-u and the military government and keep 
South Korea as its stable colony. 


KCNA Condemns Chon Kyong-hwan’'s ‘Scandals’ 
SA24/550 Pyronevang KCNA in English 1805 GMI 
24 Mar SS 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA}—"Chon Kyong- 
hwan. a pronoun of power-backed corruption” —this 
well illustrates his true color. 


When his elder brother. the traitor Chon Tu-hwan, 
seized the “presidential” post. Chon Kyong-hwan, who 
had earned himself notoriety as a gangster in the gay 
quarters of seoul and other cities, began to do himself 
justice mn tlicit fortune-piling. 


The scandal of “New Village Movement Headquarters” 
iS typical of his crimes. 


When he became chairman of the headquarters, he made 
20.000 million won flow into it from the puppet govern- 
ment’s “national treasury” a year and raked up over 
5,000 million won from enterprises under the guise of 
“donation.” He also collected over 40,000 million won 
as “the New Village Movement Fund” and squandered 
11.000 million won of the interests accruing from it. 


That organization was the headquarters of illicit money- 
making for filling the private safes of Chon Tu-hwan and 
his clan 


Another graphic cxample of Chon Kyong-hwan’s crimes 
iS his dealings with his master, the US. imper «lists, 
through shady channels. 


When South Korea suffered a crop failure in 1981, he 
made a contract to import 200,000 tons of rice from the 
United States. In this he forged documents as if he 
purchased 100,000 tons of it ata price 33 percent higher 
than the world market price, and shared with his U.S. 
master the margin amounting to |2 million dollars. 


He imported cattle from the United States at 500,000 won 
per head and sold each of them to the farmers at 900,000 
won, making a fabulous profit of 1.000 million dollars. 


He tipped the U.S. cigarette monopolies the time desig- 
nated for the opening of the South Korean cigarette 
market and received a sizable amount of honorarium. 
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Endless is the string of his scandals which include the 
“Association for the Promotion of Social Physical Cul- 
ture” scandal by which he misappropriated 1.160 mil- 
lion won, the banana import scandal and the wheat 
import scandal. 


He has deposited the illicitly hoarded money in banks in 
the United States, Japan and European countries and 
filled his private safe to overflowing. 


With Chon Kyong-hwan’s crimes brought to light, the 
No Tae-u clique feel nervous and restless. This 1s because 
the No Tae-u “regime,” which is in no way different 
from the Chon Tu-hwan “regime’”’, is aware that it would 
be made the target of the enraged people's struggle. 


Chon Requests ‘Stupendous’ Budget for No Tae-u 
SK231520 Pyongvang KCNA in English 1505 GMT 
23 Mar 8S 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA)—The “Elders 
Advisory Council” with the traitor Chon Tu-hwan as its 
“chairman” requested the traitor No Tae-u a stupendous 
budget, according to a report. 


This year’s budget requested by this tool known as 
“small Chongwadae” reportedly amounts to over 2,030 
million won, or 1,330 million won more than the 708 
million won which was secured by the “State Affairs 
Advisory Committee”. 


This amount of money is to be squandered as personal 
expenditure involving a 100 percent increase of the 
monthly allowances to the council members. 


At a time when inflation has spiralled in the money- 
backed election rigging of the traitor No Tae-u with a 
catastrophic effect upon all domains of the economy, 
Chon Tu-hwan the traitor is out to grab no less amount 
of the “national funds” than the fellow who has clawed 
his way to “presidency”. This will leave the people under 
a heavier tax burden. 


South’s Apartheid Statement Termed ‘Artifice’ 
$K231050 Pyongvang KCNA in English 1043 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


(“Crafty Trick To Cheat World People’-—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA) —The South 
Korean puppet clique dispatched to the United Nations 
a socalled “statement” in the name of the “foreign 
minister,” allegedly opposing all forms of racial discrim- 
ination and the apartheid of South Africa, on March 21 
on the occasion of the international day for the elimina- 
tion of racial discrimination, according to a report. 


This is a crafty trick of the No Tae-u puppet clique to veil 
its dastardly nature of an accomplice with the South 
African racist clique and deceive the world people. 
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The South Korean puppet clique is following suit after 
the U.S. imperialists in rendering tacit support to the 
South African racist clique: it has trade deals over a 
colossal amount of strategic mineral resources and other 
economic relations with the South African racist clique, 
and adopts a stand hostile to the personages opposed to 
apartheid in South Africa. 


The puppets announcement that they “take © *ception to 
the apartheid” of South Africa and that “there exists no 
commitment relations” between them is nothing but an 
artifice to conceal their criminal nature. 


The despicable attempt of the puppets to win public 
favor with a “statement” and the like, while feigning 
sincerity, will only invite accusations and ridicule from 
the world’s progressive people. 


Takeshita Remarks on Arms, U.S. Ties Scored 
SK241034 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1028 GMT 
24 Mar SS 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA)—Japanese Prime 
Minister Takeshita on March 21 told a graduation cere- 
mony at the University of “Defence” in Yokosuka that 
Japan should increase its military strength in keeping 
with its position as an economic power and would 
continue to attach particular importance to strengthen- 
ing tieups with the United States, according to a report. 


His statement meant abandoning the previous “posi- 
tion” of the Liberal Democratic government that Japan 
should have the “minimum” military strength it needs. 


It also revealed once again the intention of the Japanese 
reactionaries to step up the preparations for a war of 
aggression in line with the U.S. imperialists’ Asia policy 
and realize their ambition for overseas expansion. 


Such moves of the Japanese reactionaries aimed at 
overseas aggression cause deep apprehension among all 
countries of the world including the Asian countries 
which were invaded by the Japanese imperialists during 
the Second World War. 


The Japanese reactionaries must look straight at the 
changed reality of today, desist from rash action and act 
with discretion. 


Kim Il-song Greets Bangladesh President 
SK251024 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1019 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 25 (KCNA)—President Kim 
Il-song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on 
March 24 sent a message of greetings to Husayn Muham- 
mad Ershad, president of the People’s Republic of Bang- 
ladesh, on the independence day oi the country. Noting 
that since the independence the Bangladesh people have 
achieved many successes in the work to defend the 
sovereignty of the country and achieve socio-economic 


FBIS-EAS-88-059 
28 March 1988 


progress, the message sincerely wished President Husayn 
Muhammad Ershad and the Bangladesh people greater 
success in their work to build new Bangladesh. 


Dailies Congratulate Pakistan on Liberation Day 
SK230509 Pyongvang KCNA in English 0503 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


{ Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON today congratulate the 
Pakistani people on day of Pakistan. 


NODONG SINMUN in a signed article says: 


The Pakistani people have long waged a struggle for 
freedom and liberation. 


After the proclamation of the republic the friendly 
Pakistani people have persistently striven to build a new 
free and prosperous Pakistan. 


Pursuing a non-aligned policy in foreign relations, the 
Pakistani Government and people are developing the 
friendly and cooperative relations with many countries. 


The Korean and Pakistani peoples have ti.. bonds of 
friendship. The korean people wish the Pakistani people 
success in their future work for the building of a new life. 


Meanwhile, MINJU CHOSON in an signed article says 
that the Korean people will do all they can in the future, 
too, to strengthen and develop the friendly and cooper- 
ative relations between the two peoples in conformity 
with their desire and aspirations. 


Nicaraguan Solidarity Group Greets Ortega 
SK241047 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1038 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA) —The Korea-Nic- 
aragua Solidarity Committee on March 23 sent a soli- 
darity message to Daniel Ortega Saavedra, president of 
the Republic of Nicaragua, in connection with the U.S. 
imperialists’ ever undisguised armed interventionist 
moves against Nicaragua. The U.S. imperialists’ hurling 
of large aggressor forces into Honduras on March 16 is a 
high-handed encroachment upon the independence and 
sovereignty of Nicaragua and a heinous criminal move 
to foil the peace process in Central America and extend 
and aggravate the conflicts, the messages said, and 
continued: 


We strongly condemn the U.S. imperialists for having 
undertaken a brigandish armed interventionist move 
against Nicaragua under the absurd pretext that Nicara- 
guan troops invaded honduras. 
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The U.S. imperialists must give up at once all their 
aggressive and interventionist moves to stamp out the 
Nicaraguan revolution, immediately pull their aggressor 
armed forces out of Honduras and put an end to all sorts 
of aid to the contra bandits. 


The Korean people will always struggle alongside the 
heroic Nicaraguan people against the aggressive and 
interventionist moves of the U.S. imperialists and their 
stooges. 


Volleyball Gym Under Construction in Pyongyang 
S$K231512 Pyvongvang KCNA in English 1501 GMT 
23 Mar SS 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA)}—The volleyball gym- 
nasium under construction in the Angol sports village, 
Mangyongdae District, Pyongyang, 1s near completion. 


It stands side by side with the basketball gymnasium and 
harmonizes well with the surrounding landscape thick 
with pine trees. It presents a peculiar style with the 
pillars standing aslant. 


The 2,000-seat gymnasium is 64 meters long, 62 meters 
wide and some 20 meters high. Its total floor space is 
8.000 square meters. 


Three courts are to be installed in the game hall. 


The gymnasium provides all conditions for the rest, 
refreshment and food service for the spikers. 


It will be equipped with uptodate communications and 
broadcasting facilities for information service. 


The gymnasium is to be automatically ventilated. 


The builders are now accelerating the interior finishing 
touches. 


Radio Urges Raising of June Resistance Banner 
SK 240747 (Clandestine) Voice of National Salvation 
in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[From the “Our Assertions” program] 


[Text] In this hour, we will introduce the article entitled 
“Let Us Again Raise the Banner of the June Resistance 
Struggle” that was carried in the | March 1988 edition of 
the NATIONAL SALVATION FRONT. This is a news- 
paper published by the Japan mission of the South 
Korean National Democratic Front [SKNDF]. 


Under the pretext of a so-called peaceful transfer of 
government, the No Tae-u regime replaced the Chon 
Tu-hwan regime. As the people already realize, this has 
only meant the turning over and the reception of the 
military dictatorship. In other words, this is nothing but 
an extension of military rule. 
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Nothing has changed in the U.S. domination and inter- 
ference or in the repression of the military dictators. 
What has changed, if anything has, is the Chon Tu-hwan 
regime now being known as the No Tae-u regime. This 
cannot but be denounced as an extensive betrayal of the 
masses and a vicious chalienge. 


From the outset, the days of 1987 opened with a struggle 
and closed with a struggle. However, these days are a 
back page of history. The majestic page detailing the 
June mass resistance struggle and the unprecedented 
page concerning the labor disputes of September and 
October decorated the history of 1987. 


Over the course of history, not a small number of students 
and workers—including Pak Chong-chol and Yi Han-yol— 
shed blood and died regrettable deaths. Numerous people 
shed tears and suffered injuries from tear gas canisters and 
their gas. They were taken to the police station, tortured, 
and suffered various types of pain. 


Did they shed blood, suffer pain, and dedicate their lives 
only to see the emergence of the No Tae-u dictatorial 
regime, which is the extension of military rule? Did the 5 
million people, who rose in the June resistance struggle, 
raise their banner only to allow the No Tae-u regime to 
take power? 


No. They raised their banner for the sacred anti-US. 
struggle for independence and the antifascist struggle for 
democratization. They raised their banner for the inde- 
pendent and peaceful! reunification of the fatherland. 


It was the will of the South Korean masses last year and 
the true (?aim) of the June resistance struggle to open a 
new phase for achieving independence, democracy, and 
reunification by ending the U.S. interference and mili- 
tary rule. 


The South Korean masses should not lower the banner of 
the June resistance struggle, nor should they step back. 
Without this banner, the masses can hardly survive. 
What can exist without this banner is life under U.S. 
domination and the repression of the military dictators. 
This is precisely what the No Tae-u regime wants and 
can give to Our masses. 


The No Tae-u regime stressed national harmony and 
democratic development. However, this is nothing but a 
deceptive line, one designed to destroy democratic forces 
and appease and split the opposition parties. Under the 
slogan of national harmony, the No Tae-u regime is 
attempting to tempt and appease democratic forces in 
order to bring the RDP and the Party for Peace and 
Democracy to its side. 


The so-called KAL aircraft incident is a product of the 
(?maneuvers) that sought No Tae-u’s electoral victory 
and his taking power. This is a self-produced drama 
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designed to ensure the triumph of No Tae-u—who 
advocated the security-first theory—and to create a 
favorable situation for his taking power. 


The goal sought by thost who sacrificed the KAL aircraft 
was to use the popular masses’ anti-North sentiment 
fostered by the plane incident to fabricate No Tae-u’s 
victory in the presidential election. 


Nevertheless, the wall known as anticommunism is now 
being pulled down in South Korea, and the popular 
masses’ view of the North is also changing. What is 
more, the cause of mass movement stems not from the 
so-called threat of southward invasion, but rather from 
the U.S. domination of our people, from the military 
dictators’ oppression of the masses, and from their 
scheme to perpetuate national division. 


The No Tae-u regime which has just been handed over 
great power is full of confidence for perpetuating 
national division. It is none other than tie No Tae-u 
regime that seeks to use the Olympics scheduled for this 
fall to help turn them into an opportunity for achieving 
North-South cross-recognition. It is none other than that 
regime that seeks to use them to ultimately create an 
environment at home and abroad for perpetuating divi- 
sion. Lurking behind this scheme is the United States. 


What is this except an antinational act that arouses an 
extreme form of indignation in the hearts of the masses? 


The courageous youths, students, people of all walks of 
life, and off-stage democratic forces, as well as everyone 
who loves the nation, should return to the ranks of the 
struggle. They should join in the plaza and streets as they 
did during the ; ‘riod of the struggle under the banner of 
the June struggle. 


It is natural for the masses whose hopes have been 
dashed to fall into the same ranks and repeat their 
demands, just as they did during the period of the June 
struggle under the banner of the struggle. This is the way 
to bring an end to the feuds and to establish a civilian 
government. It is also a way to keep the United States 
from interfering in the internal affairs of South Korea, 
and to provide a breakthrough for national reunification. 


The youths and students who have always taken the lead 
in the anti-U.S. and antidictatorial struggle, and who 
always have volunteered to become a shock brigade. 
should proudly march toward the plaza of the June 
struggle. The workers and peasants should join them, 
and all the off-stage democratic forces should stay in step 
with them. In this way, they should adorn this year, 
1988, as a significant year of ending the U.S. interven- 
tion, of overthrowing the military rule, and of opening 
an epochal phase for national reunification. 


Never in history has an advancing movement traversed a 
smooth road, and the path we are to follow also is still 
treacherous. However. if all the popular masses rise up 
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united in the plaza of national salvation and revive the 
resourcefulness and courage they demonstrated in the 
June struggle, the spring of independence, democracy, 
and reunification will certainly return to us. 


Kim Chong-il’s Revolutionary Tradition Viewed 
SK251052 Pvoievang Domestic Service in Korean 
2114 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 20 March special article: “Revo- 
lutionary Tradition Is a Revolutionary Asset Gained 
Over the Course of Strengthening and Developing the 
Main Force of the Revolution”’] 


[Text] Establishing a correct outlook on revolutionary 
tradition is important to strengthening the main force of 
the revolution by protecting, defending, and glorifying it, 
and by substantially conducting indoctrination on revo- 
lutionary tradition. 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, in his document “On 
Some Problems of Education in the Chuche Idea,” 
proved that indoctrination on revolutionary tradition 
should be conducted according to the basic principles of 
the chuche idea. He then provided a new elucidation of 
revolutionary tradition. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the party Central 
Committee, has noted: The main force of revolution is 
strengthened and developed over a long historic course. 
In this respect, it can be said that the main force of 
revolution has its historic root. Revolutionary tradition 
is a noble revolutionary asset gained over the course of 
the main force of revolution that is growing and being 
Strengthened and developed from its historic root. 


This proposition demonstrates that revolutionary tradi- 
tion 1s inseparably linked with strengthening and devel- 
oping the main force of revolution. In other words, in 
relation to the main force of revolution, this proposition 
elucidates the nature of revolutionary tradition and the 
course Over which it 1s established. 


This is a new formulation of revolutionary tradition. 
Thanks to this formulation, the idea of revolutionary 
tradition has been further deepened, developed, and 
enriched, based on the basic principle of the chuche idea. 
As a result, understanding revolutionary tradition has 
been further deepened. A precious guiding principle has 
also thus been provided to further deepen indoctrination 
on revolutionary tradition by linking it with the basic 
principle of the chuche idea. 


The definition of revolutionary tradition elucidated in 
the document “On Some Problems of Education in the 
Chuche Idea” elucidates, above all, the essence of revo- 
lutionary tradition. The fact that this revolutionary 
tradition is a noble revolutionary asset gained over the 
course of the main force of revolution growing and being 
Strengthened and developed means that revolutionary 
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tradition 1s not an ordinary revolutionary asset. Rather, 
il iS a precious asset gained over the course of the main 
force of revolution being strengthened and developed in 
history. 


The main force of revolution—the united body of the 
leader. party, and masses—is strengthened and devel- 
oped over a long historic course. 


The main force of revolution is initially established when 
a leader organizes revolutionary organizations and estab- 
lishes revolutionary ranks. It is strengthened and devel- 
oped over the course of the historic tasks of national 
liberation, class liberation, and human liberation being 
accomplished. 


In this regard, it can be said that the main force of 
revolution has its historic root. The main force of 
revolution gains a noble revolutionary asset over the 
course of growing and being strengthened and developed 
from its historic root. In other words, over the course of 
its development, the united body of the leader, the party, 
and the people gains the noble revolutionary asset of 
revolutionary ideology. revolutionary spirit, revolution- 
ary achievement, experience in struggle, and working 
methods and style—the organizational, ideological, and 
methodological foundation of unity and cohesion. This 
noble revolutionary asset gained by the main force of 
revolution is precisely a revolutionary tradition. 


With this elucidation by our party, it has been newly 
proven that revolutionary tradition is closely linked with 
the main force of revolution. 


The fact that revolutionary tradition is a noble revolu- 
tionary asset gained by the main force of revolution 
means that the course of strengthening and developing 
the main force of revolution, and the course of establish- 
ing and developing revolutionary tradition, are identical. 


In a chuche-oriented point of view, the question of 
revolutionary tradition is linked with the origin of the 
main force of revolution. This question 1s an ideological 
and spiritual question of consistently strengthening and 
developing the main force of revolution. 


Without the main force of revolution, revolutionary 
tradition cannot exist. Therefore, it is not possible to 
discuss revolutionary tradition before establishing the 
main force of revolution, and matters that are not linked 
with strengthening and developing the main force of 
revolution cannot become a revolutionary tradition. 


Revolutionary tradition is the tradition of the main force 
of revolution, which is inseparably linked with the main 
force of revolution. 
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Due to our party’s new elucidation of revolutionary 
tradition, a new idea has been detined: that revolution- 
ary tradition is the tradition established by the Jeader. 
the nucleus of the main force of revolution, and the 


tradition of independent people under the leadership of 


the party and the leader. 


Revolutionary tradition means something that belongs 
to an independent main force, and also means the 
vitality of the main force. The peop'e should accordingly 
cherish revolutionary tradition as they would their lives, 
and they should unyieldingly protect and defend it. 


The proposition of the document, that revolutionary 
tradition is a noble revolutionary asset gained over the 
course of the main force of revolution growing and being 
strengthened and developed, also uniquely elucidates the 
course of establishing revolutionary tradition. This prop- 
osition elucidates who establishes revolutionary tradi- 
tion and how it is established. In other words, it explains 
that the main force of revolution precisely establishes 
and develops revolutionary tradition. It also points out 
that the course over which revolutionary tradition is 
established is the historic course over which the main 
force of revolution is strengthened and developed. This 
is a new explanation of the inevitability of the establish- 
ment and development of revolutionary tradition. 


The main force of revolution precisely establishes and 
develops revolutionary tradition. In other words, revo- 
lutionary tradition is established by the main force of 
revolution. The fact that revolutionary tradition is estab- 
lished by the main force of revolution essentially means 
that the leader creates revolutionary tradition. The 
leader is the brain of the social and political organic 
body. The leader also uniformly leads the organic activ- 
ities of the social and political organic body. 


The activities of the main force of revolution are for 
fulfilling the plan and demands of the leader. Also, the 
successes and achievements of the main force of revolu- 
tion are those won precisely by the leader. 


The leader, with outstanding wisdom and leadership and 
with the noble virtue of communism, over the course of 
leading activities to strengthen and develop the main force 
of revolution, creates a noble revolutionary asset. This is an 
asset to strengthen and develop this organic body. 


In order to unite the revolutionary ranks both ideologi- 
cally and in will, the leader creates a revolutionary 
ideology by analyzing and synthesizing the independent 
demands and interests of the people. At the same time, 
the leader establishes and leads revolutionary organiza- 
tions, such as party and working organizations, to sys- 
tematically unite revolutionary ranks. Over the course of 
this, the leaer triumphs and attains noble revolutionary 
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achievements as well as experience in struggle. More- 
over, the leader creates precious working methods and 
Styles over the course of strengthening revolutionary 
ranks as an organic body ful! of the sense of revolution- 
ary duty and comradeship. 


The leader's revolutionary ideology, revolutionary achieve- 
ments, experiences in struggle, and working methods and 
styles are ioble revolutionary assets and traditions gained 
and established over the course of the main force of revo- 
lution being strengthened and developed. 


That revolutionary tradition is established by the leader 
is a fact proven by historical experiences. 


The revolutionary tradition of our party has been estab- 
lished by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song. The 
great leader. over the historic course of establishing the 
main force of our revolution, has established, won, and 
created the immortal chuche idea. He has also done this 
for noble revolutionary achievements, profound experi- 
ences in struggle, and the tradition of the revolutionary 
working method and popular working style, the perma- 
nent foundation of our revolution. 


The fact that revolutionary tradition is established by the 
main force of revolution means that the role of the party 
and the role of the people also take an important place in 
establishing and developing revolutionary tradition. 


In a social and political organic body, the party is the 
backbone, and the people are the elements of its compo- 
sition. Without the party’s leadership, the leader's lead- 
ership is unthinkable. Also, without the people, the 
leadership of the party and the leader is unthinkable. 


The role of the leader, the role of the party, and the role 
of the people are united as one; and revolutionaiy 
tradition 1s established and developed through activities 
of the party and the people under the leadership of the 
leader. 


Through the party’s activities, a system of ideology is 
established to embody the revolutionary ideology of the 
leader. Revolutionary achievements and experiences in 
Struggle are enriched, and a working method is also 
developed. 


At the same time, through the virtue of the people who 
uphold the leader, the revolutionary spirit of commu- 
nism, including loyalty to the leader, is established. 


Revolutionary tradition is established over the course of 
the main force of revolution being strengthened and 
developed. The fact that revolutionary tradition is estab- 
lished over the course of the main force of revolution 
growing and being strengthened and developed means 
that revolutionary tradition is established and developed 
based on the growth and development of the main force 
of revolution. 
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Revolutionary tradition is not something that 1s estab- 
lished in any struggle. The stage in which revolutionary 
tradition 1s established comes over the course of the 
main force of revolution growing and being strengthened 
and developed. 


The course over which the main force of revolution 
grows and Is strengthened and developed is a course Over 
which the sporadic and autogenic nature of struggle 1s 
overcome. Revolutionary struggle is systematically 
waged under the leadership of the leader. At the same 
time, this cour e is a course for which a clear goal ts set. 
This is done to completely achieve the independence of 
the people. Also, revolutionary struggle 1s waged pur- 
posefully and consciously through scientific strategy and 
tactics. 


It is only through this course of struggle that the inde- 
pendence and creativity of the people are highly dis- 
played, and that noble ideological and spiritual assets are 
created to unite the people in a social and political 
organic body. 


The fact that revolutionary tradition ts established over 
the course of the main force of revolution growing and 
being strengthened and developed also means the follow- 
ing: that revolutionary tradition is developed and 
enriched throughout the entire course in which the main 
force of revolution 1s strengthened and developed. 


The main force of revolution is an independent organic 
body. The main force of revolution is strengthened and 
developed as demand grows for its further development 
and as capabilities to realize this are improved. 


That che main force of revolution grows and is strength- 
ened and developed means that more of the people unite 
around the party and the leader. In other words, it means 
that the revolutionary ranks organized with some 
selected persons gradually expand into ranks that 
encompass all of the people. The purity and solidity of 
their unity and cohesion thus increases. 


So that more of the people unite around the party and 
the leader, revolutionary ideology—a foundation to real- 
ize this—should be further developed and enriched. The 
leadership of the party should also be enhanced. At the 
same time, the level ot the people’s ideology and con- 
sciousness should also be raised. 


Accordingly, over the course of the main force of revo- 
lution being strengthened and developed, revolutionary 
ideology is developed; the leadership, strategy, and tac- 
tics of the party are developed and enriched: and 
unyielding revolutionary spirit 1s even more properly 
displayed to sincerely uphold the leadership of the party 
and the leader. In other words, revolutionary assets are 
developed and enriched over the course of the main 
force of revolution growing and being strengthened and 
developed. 
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The revolutionary tradition of our party, which was 
established amid the flames of the anti-Japanese revolu- 
tionary struggle through which the main force of our 
revolution grew, has been further developed and 
enriched. This has been done over the course of accom- 
plishing the many-phased revolutionary tasks by which 
all the people have singlemindedly and with a single 
intention united around the party and the leader. 


At a historic point at which the cause of the chucheiza- 
tion of the entire society has been put forward, the 
revolutionary tradition of our party 1s ceaselessly devel- 
oped and enriched by dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. responding to the demand 
for the chucheization of the entire society, has further 
deepened and developed the principles of the chuche 
idea. He has won noble achievements to inherit and 
consummate the chuche revolutionary cause by leading 
the historic cause to firmly unite all the people around 
the party and the leader. 


With the belief that revolutionary tradition ts established 
over the course of the main force of revolution growing 
and being strengthened and developed, the inevitability 
of establishing and developing revolutionary tradition— 
i.e., revolutionary tradition is established and developed 
in a mutual relationship with the main force of revolu- 
tion—has been newly elucidated. 


Indeed, the new scientific elucidation of revolutionary 
tradition provided in the document “On Some Problems 
of Education in the Chuche Idea” is an immortal 
achievement that contributes to developing the revolu- 
tionary theory of the working class and accomplishing 
the chuche revolutionary cause. 


By deeply studying and grasping the idea of revolution- 
ary tradition explained in the document, and by thor- 
oughly embodying it, we should firmly protect and 
defend the revolutionary tradition of our party. 


Kim I]-song Scientific Research Work Praised 
S$K241028 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1017 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today dedicates an article to the fifth anniversary 
of the publication of “On Effecting a New Turn in 
Scientific Researches”, a classical work of the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song on March 23, 1983. 


In his work, Comrade Kim Il-song indicates a concrete 
orientation and ways of effecting a new turn in scientific 
researches in keeping with the demand of the developing 
reality, the article says, and continues: 


FBIS-EAS-88-059 
28 March 1988 


Clarified in the work are concrete ways for decisively 
improving and strengthening the guidance of scientific 
researches, proposing scientists clear-cut subjects of 
researches and providing them with full material condi- 
tions for researches. 


The work clearly indicates fighting goa!s to the scientists 
and technicians for invigorating researches to raise the 
level of the nation’s science and technology to a higher 
Stage and actively contribute to a rapid development of 
the national economy. 


Laying particular emphasis on the need to concentrate 
efforts on the realization of the chuche-orientation of the 
national economy, the work proposes the task to 
strengthen scientific researches for the production of 
iron with home coal and indicates concrete ways to solve 
the problem of raw materials for the development of 
light industry. 


The work also calls for actively accelerating researches to 
attain the ten long-range goals for the construction of 
socialist economy. 


The work of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song serves 
as a guiding compass and a militant banner showing a 
short-cut to further development of the nation’s science 
and technology in response to the demand of the devel- 
oping reality and leaping progress of the national econ- 
omy on a new scientific and technological basis. 


The article points to significant successes achieved in 
science and technology in recent years under the wise 
leadership of our party since the publication of the work. 


Noteworthy is it that the scientists and technicians 
solved quite a few scientific and technological problems 
for a more effective use of home raw materials and fuel 
and production of new varieties of goods and recorded 
great successes in solving in time scientific and techno- 
logical problems arising not only in the chemical indus- 
try but also in different domains of the national economy 
including power, metal and light industries, construc- 
tion, agriculture and fisheries and in developing up to 
date scientific and technological domains including elec- 
tronic, cell and heat engineering. 


WPK Central Committee Thanks Young Workers 
SK230116 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1300 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] A letter of thanks from the WPK Central Com- 
mittee was delivered to members of the youth shock 
brigade of nationwide skilled workers and functionaries 
of the LSWYK Central Committee who actively contrib- 
uted to accelerating the construction of the Sunchon 
vinalon complex. 


In the letter, the party Central Committee pointed out 
that it extends warm gratitude to all members of the 
shock brigade of skilled workers who performed labor 
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exploits by participating in the construction of the Sun- 
chon vinalon complex. thus cherishing lofty loyalty to 
the party and the leader. It also expressed its gratitude to 
the functionaries of the LSWYK Central Committee 
who vigorously supported their struggle. 


The party Central Committee noted in its letter that the 
construction of the Sunchon vinaloi: complex is glorious 
work that implements the respected teader’s great mag- 
nificent construction plan, and that it is a lifeline for 
resolving the question of the people's food, clothing, and 
shelter. The party Central Committee also emphasized 
that irom the day of their arrival at the construction site. 
the members of the youth shock brigade of nationwide 
skilled workers—who were selected from plants and 
enterprises across the country—undertook extremely 
difficult construction projects, including in the carbide 
and vinalon sectors. The party Central Committe further 
noted that these workers without fail fulfilled daily and 
monthly plans by dedicating their creative passion, 
Strength, and wisdom. 


The party Central Committee letter noted that they accom- 
plished ahead of schedule enormous projects that include 
welding work, steel structure assembly, (?excavation) work, 
and the papering and paneling of walls. The Central Com- 
mittee also pointed out that these workers improved build- 
ing quality and the speed of construction, even while econ- 
omizing on labor and funds. They did this by introducing 
scores of devices for technical innovation, including the 
expanded ground assembly work method and other 
advanced working methods. 


In its letter, the party Central Committee noted that the 
LSWYK Central Committee organized a youth shock 
brigade with outstanding young skilled workers, and that 
it sent them to the Sunchon vinalon complex construc- 
tion site, where it vigorously inspired builders by carry- 
ing Out various political efforts. These included eco- 
nomic agitation work by the youth mobile art agitation 
group. The letter then noted that the LSWYK Central 
Committee thus contributed to a breakthrough in com- 
pleting the construction of the Sunchon vinalon complex 
ahead of schedule by encouraging all LSWYK organiza- 
tions and youths to carry out their support duties in an 
excellent manner. 


The party Central Committee letter then highly praised 
the great labor successes won by members of the youth 
shock brigade of nationwide skilled workers and func- 
tionaries of the LSWYK Central Committee in con- 
structing the Sunchon vinalon complex. 


The party Central Committee letter emphasized that 
today, members of the youth shock brigade of skilled 
workers and LSWYK organizations are faced with the 
glorious tasks of actively contributing to accelerating 
construction of the Sunchon vinalon complex by waging 
the loyal 200-Day Campaign, and of fulfilling the Third 
7-Year Plan ahead of schedule. 
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In the letter, the party Central Committee noted its firm 
belief that members of the youth shock brigade of the 
nationwide skilled workers and functionaries of the 
LSWYK Central Committee will do an excellent job of 
meeting the party’s lofty trust and expectations by wag- 
ing a vigorous struggle to create a new Sunchon vinalon 
speed, thus upholding the leadership of the party. 


A rally by members of the youth shock brigade of 
nationwide skilled workers and youths to complete 
ahead of schedule the construction of the protein feed 
plant and the general maintenance and engineering plant 
of the Sunchon vinalon complex was held on the spot on 
20 March. 


Ho Chong-suk, secretary of the WPK Central Commit- 
tee, and other persons concerned, including Choe Yong- 
hae, chairman of the LSWYK Central Committee, 
attended the rally along with officials of the central 
LSWYK, members of the youth shock brigade of nation- 
wide skilled workers, and youths. 


At the meeting, Secretary Ho Chong-suk conveyed the 
letter of thanks of the WPK Central Committee. Chair- 
man Choe Yong-hae then presented a report, and a 
discussion was held. 


Ho Chong-suk and those who participated in the discus- 
sion stated that at a solemn time when all people and 
youths across the country are vigorously waging the 
200-Day Campaign by upholding the letter and slogans 
of the party Central Committee, they are filled with 
endless emotion and joy at receiving the letter of thanks 
of the WPK Central Committee. 


They noted that they extend the greatest honor and warmest 
thanks to the great leader and dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. 
Firmly trusting the members of the LSWYK and youths, 
great leader and dear Comrade Kim Chong-il brought them 
to the front as the vanguard and shock brigade members in 
implementing the party’s policy. He has repeatedly 
extended great love and benevolence. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the WPK Central 
Committee, has indicated: It is an honor and pride for 
youths to play the role of the shock brigade in socialist 
economic construction. 


Ho Chong-suk and those who participated in the discussion 
stressed that dear Comrade Kim Chong-il has extended 
great trust to members of the youth shock brigade of 
nationwide skilled workers by again assigning them to 
construct the protein feed and the general maintenance and 
engineering plants. This is an important production process 
in the Sunchon vinalon complex. 


They indicated that members of the youth shock brigade 
will fully demonstrate the heroic spirit of Korean youths 
in the rewarding struggle to build monumental creations 
in the era of the Worker’s Party, thus cherishing lofty 
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pride in and responsibility for constructing projects that 
Our party considers most important. Noting that the 
Sunchon vinalon complex construction site is a reward- 
ing worksite where our passionate youths should be 
perspiring, they stressed they should vigorously wage the 
Struggle to create the Sunchon vinalon speed—a new 
speed—and the movement of the youth death band in 
the loyal 200-day campaign by overcoming all difficul- 
ties with an invincible spirit of struggle. 


They stressed they should vigorously make a break- 
through in the grand construction march, and that they 
should overfulfill the assigned construction tasks daily, 
every 10 days, monthly, and by index. 


They noted that they should increase construction speed 
and construction quality while economizing on materials 
and labor by actively creating and introducing new con- 
Struction machines and techniques. They stated that no 
matter how gigantic and difficult the tasks laid before them 
may be, they can certainly accomplish them if they fully 
demonstrate the boundless strength and wisdom of youth 
who cherish spotless and pure loyalty to the great leader and 
dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, just as young communists did 
when the chuche cause was being pioneered. 


They emphasized they will glorify the 40th anniversary 
of the founding of the Republic as a great festival of 
victors by more fiercely carrying out the 200-day cam- 
paign with boldness provided by the party, and by 
completing ahead of schedule the construction of the 
Sunchon vinalon complex’s protein feed and general 
maintenance plants. They will thus repay the great trust 
and expectations of the party and the leader. 


The message of resolution was adopted at the rally. 
South Korea 


Two DPRK Defectors Arrive From Philippines 
SK261001 Seoul YONHAP in English 0952 GMT 
26 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 26 (YONHAP)}—Two North 
Korean defectors, who slipped into Manila via China, 
arrived here on Saturday afternoon aboard a Korean Air 
flight. 


In a press conference held at the Kimpo International 
Airport on their arrival, Kim Chang-hwa and O Song-il, 
both 31, said that they had yearned for a long time to live 
in South Korea, which they said is their another half 
motherland. 


Kim introduced himself as a student of a railroad college 
and O said he is a laborer. 


Expressing great gratitude to the South Korean Govern- 
ment which accepted their asylum, the two, sporting long 
hairs, said they have long thought there must be freedom 
in South Korea. 
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On the motive of their defection, they said that they 
wanted to be free from severe living conditions in North 
Korea. 


On their escape routes, Kim said they crossed the Tuman 
River on the North Korean-Chinese border on Oct. 14 of 
last year, and traveled through Manchuria and mainland 
China for five months, suffering from a lot of troubles. 


They arrived in Manila as stowaways aboard a Philip- 
pine freighter, “Mariana Lila”, on March 14, and asked 
to the Philippines Government a political asylum to 
South Korea. 


Hold Airport News Conference 
S$K261054 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
0830 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[News conference by Kim Chang-hwa and O Song-il, 
former North Korean student and worker, respectively, 
with national and international correspondents, at 
Kimpo International Airport—live] 


[Text] [Unidentified speaker] Kim Chang-hwa and O 
Song-il will first briefly introduce themselves, and then 
you correspondent may ask questions. 


{Kim Chang-hwa] | am Kim Chang-hwa. I was born in 
Saedul County, North Hamgyong Province. North 
Korea, on 13 January 1957. 


[O Song-il] | am O Song-il. I was born in Pyongyang on 
16 January 1957. 


[Correspondent Kim Chun-sok] | am KBS correspon- 
dent Kim Chun-sok. I welcome you to South Korea. 
Although you gave a brief press interview in Manila, will 
you give us further details concerning your motives for 
defecting? 


{Kim Chang-hwa] I defected to South Korea, half of our 
fatherland, to seek freedom because I was displeased 
with the present political system in North Korea. 


[O Song-il] I always longed for freedom because there 
was no freedom in my personal and political life in the 
North, my life was strictly controlled. | am happy to 
come to another half of our fatherland, a free society. 


[Unidentified MBC correspondent] We are happy to 
have you here. I believe the route you followed for your 
defection, such as crossing the Tuman River in commu- 
nist China and proceeding down to the Philippines, was 
a course you could not at all expect. Will you tell us 
whether the difficult route you followed was carefully 
preplanned or rather did you take it by accident? 


[O] We planned this in advance. We followed this route 
by (?confirming each location). 
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[Kim] Crossing the Tuman River, we could come to 
South Korea. a land of freedom and a part of my 
fatherland. We are very glad to meet you, including you 
correspondents, and to give this important press inter- 
view. I thank you for ail this. 


As I mentioned earlier, | believe our defection is not 
insignificant, for we longed for this world. Needless to 
Say. Our route was not easy. We experienced severe trials 
and tribulations. | cannot now clearly remember the 
detailed route | followed after crossing the Tuman River. 


However, after roaming about on the vast sea for 7 days 
after we secretly boarded a vessel, we arrived in the port 
of Manila. 


[Unidentified correspondent] You have met people liv- 
ing in the other half of the fatherland for the first time. 
What is your feeling about this? 


[Kim] Will you ask me again? 


[ .identified correspondent] What is your impression 
of this land? 


[Kim] As I mentioned earlier, I longed for the free world. 
I am filled with deep emotion, for my aspiration was 
achieved, and I am happy to come to South Korea, a half 
of my fatherland. Thank you. 


[O] I will add one thing. We arrived in Manila, in the 
Philippines, after suffering difficulties at sea. However, 
we could not communicate with the Filippinos and the 
foreigners we met. We have traveled in foreign countries 
since we defected from North Korea, and we miss our 
fellow countrymen very much. 


Those who first visited us were members of the Embassy 
of the Republic of Korea in the Philippines, under the 
guidance of Philippine Government officials. We were 
so glad to meet them. Furthermore, we were deeply 
impressed by their humanitarian stand and care. 


[Correspondent Min Kyong-chae] I am CBS correspondent 
Min Kyong-ch..c. We understand that the economic situa- 
tion in North Korea is not good. Will you tell us what you 
know about the economic reality in North Korea? 


[O] I cannot tell you about the economic situation in 
detail because I am not an economist, merely a worker. 
However, it is true that the people’s material and cultural 
standard of living is very low and outdated. For example, 
raw materials are not supplied to plants and enterprises 
in a timely manner. Even munitions factories stop oper- 
ating for a month or so because they lack materials. They 
then send the workers to farms for support work. The 
workers are thus forced to take leave whether they wish 
to or not. 
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We noted when we left last year that people living in 
local areas did not receive ration supplies in time. For 
example, the residents in Saedul County, North Hamg- 
yong Province, received only potatoes. This is because 
there was insufficient rice, even | mon.h after the ration 
supply date. 


{Correspondent Chong Sun-o] | am CHONU SINMUN 
correspondent Chong Sun-o. We understand that you 
were discharged from the North Korean Army with the 
rank of senior sergeant. Will you tell us the date you were 
discharged, and also what units you served with? Will 
you please also tell us about your position? 


[Kim] { entered the KPA in October 1973 and served for 
10 years. | was then discharged from the Army on 25 
August 1981 [date as heard]. I was a student at the 
Pyongyang Railway College from the time I was dis- 
charged from the Army until I defected. 


[Correspondent Yu Min] 1 am SEOUL SINMUN corre- 
spondent Yu Min. We understand that you spent more 
than 5 months in the vast area of communist China, 
where you could not communicate with the inhabitants. 
We also noted that you stayed a while in the home of 
your relatives. Please tell us how you lived there, and 
who your relatives are? 


[Kim] We defected from North Korea on 14 October 
1987, and crossed the Tuman River and entered a 
strange land. We could not receive any help from rela- 
tives. Even if we had such relatives, we were not in a 
situation to visit them. 


During the days of our defection, my friend and myself 
experienced numerous trials and tribulations. We lived 
as beggars many times and skipped meals many times in 
this foreign land. However, we were determined to come 
to the South, as far away from the North as possible. 
Thus, we kept traveling, walking, and hitchhiking toward 
the South, crossing mountains and rivers. 


We suffered numerous hardships, but we are here now. | 
wish to thank the Philippine Government and the South 
Korean people for their help and support, which allowed 
us to attain our aspirations. 


[Correspondent An Pyong-san] 1 am MAEIL KYONGJE 
SINMUN correspondent An Pyong-san. Will you tell us 
about your families in North Korea? 


[O] My father and mother live in North Korea. I also 
have an elder brother and a younger brother there. 


[Kim] My parents live in North Korea. I have three 
brothers there. 
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{Correspondent Chong Man-ho] | am HANGUK 
KYONGJE SINMUN correspondent Chong Man-ho. | 
see you have long hair. Although you did not have your 
hair cut for 5 months, your hair is stll very long, like thai 
of a singer. Were you permitted to have long har in 
North Korea? 


[Kim] No. Long hair 1s not allowed in North Korea. 
There are certain restrictions, and long hair 1s tightly 
controlled. Frankly speaking, there was no chance for us 
to have our hair cut during our difficult days. Our hair 
was left as it was when we defected. 


[Correspondent Pak Mu-hyok] | am CHOSON ILBO 
correspondent Pak Mu-hyok. You two are more than 30 
years old. which is time for marriage. Are you married, 
and is there any reason you have not married if you are 
unmarried? 


[Kim] We are 31 years old. We have no special reason for 
not having married. We served in the Army for 10 years 
and we had our own jobs to do after we were discharged. 
In other words, | pursued my studies as a student, and 
my friend had his work to take care of. Under such 
circumstances, we had no chance for marriage. 


Furthermore, since we long ago considered defecting, we 
had no plans to get married. 


[Correspondent Kim Chae-sok] | am SEOUL SINMUN 
correspondent Kim Chae-sok. Did you two have any 
specific reason to defect just before you put your deci- 
sion into practice? In other words, other than the fact 
that you vaguely longed for the free world, did you have 
any concrete motivation tor defecting? 


[O} Yes, I did. I listened to South Korean broadcasts when 
I served in the Army. In addition, | had opportunities to 
learn about the development of South Korean society. In 
Pyongyang, I had access to recorded tapes from South Korea 
and to the contents of broadcasts, and I learned about the 
development of South Korean society. 


Another reason | defected was that in North Korea, 
personal development cannot be expected, and even if 
there is any, it is closely linked to one’s class situation. 
Even if an individual is clever and talented, he can 
hardly find a way to improve his lot if his class situation 
is bad. Therefore, my situation would not change no 
matter how long I remained there. 


Due to the close examination of my class identity, my 
father and mother were known to have come from the 
South, and a member of military security suspected my 
father of being a spy. With this being the case, how could 
I remain there. without attempting to defect? 


[Correspondent Kim Se-ung] I am correspondent Kim 
Se-ung. Please tell us about the most difficult point or 
most dangerous crisis over the course of your defection, 
if there was any. 
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{O] It occurred when I was crossing the Tuman River. | 
began to cross the river after dark, perhaps at about 8 
o'clock in the evening. The water was flowing so quickly. 
for the river waters had not subsided, even in October, 
that | was floating downstream. However. i was ulil- 
mately able to cross the river. 


Another difficult time was when I slept outdoors, for it 
was very cold. | also had a hard time due io the heat 
when I hid myself on top of a rescue boat on the deck of 
the ship we had snuck aboard without “ermission, for 
the rescue boat was covered with waterproof maierial. | 
was exhausted because | spent 4 days there. 


{Correspondent Sin Ki-son}] | am TONG-A ILBO corre- 
spondent Sin Ki-son. What type of work do you want to 
do in South Korea? 


[Kim] 1 have not decided to do any specific type of work. 
nor do | have any specific idea concerning my future 
occupation. Since we succeeded in coming to the free 
world, which we have always longed to do, | would like 
to again state that | will devotedly serve the nation and 
the people as a member of this nation. 


{Sisiro] | am NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN correspon- 
dent Sisiro. How did you get to the Tuman River from 
Pyongyang? 


{Kim] I traveled there by train, because | had a travel 
certificate. | went to Namyang with permission to travel 
to Sadul County. 


Because we lived in North Korea, we were more familiar 
with the reality of North Korea than you are. I believe 
you may have many doubts concerning the route we took 
to the Tuman River from North Korea. 


However, you need not have any doubt about the route. 
In North Korea, if conditions are arranged for a certain 
individual to make a trip for a certain purpose, he may 
obtain a certificate through a systematic procedure and 
can then travel to that place. 


Of course, it 1s true that control is very tight and severe, 
and that inspections are thorough. However, we coura- 
geously left that place to attain our basic objective. We 
thus naturally should have been accorded the freedom to 
move about in our own country. 


[Unidentified correspondent] You earlier stated that you 
were able to learn about the situation in South Korea, 
and you also mentioned a broadcast. Did you have 
access to the broadcast or to television at home, or to any 
publications? 


[Kim] We had no access to such broadcasts or to South 
Korean publications, including news reports at home. 
The current North Korean system does not demand this 
[as heard], and tightly controls it. Therefore, if we try to 
gain access to them or Stealthily listen to them, we will 
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suffer greatly if caught. This being the case, if an indi- 
vidual wants to obtain access. he should quietly listen to 
the broadcast in secret, with no one else around, or he 
should try to similarly obtain such materials. 


[Unidentified speaker] With this, we now conclude this 
press interview with Kim Chang-hwa and O Song-il. This 
is a brief interview, and | expect there will be other 
occasions for interviews in the future. 


Arrest of Saemaul’s Chon Kyong-hwan ‘Expected 
S$K260810 Seoul YONHAP in English 0753 GMT 
26 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 26 (YONHAP)}—Chon Kyong- 
hwan, the younger brother of former President Chon 
Tu-hwan, is expected to be arrested early next week as 
the prosecution has secured evidence of his embezzling 
of a huge amount of Saemaul (New Community) Move- 
ment funds and other wrongdoings. 


The prosecution is investigating the scandal. which alleg- 
edly involves the former head of the Saemaul Headquar- 
ters and his aides, and plans to summon Chon early next 
week and place him under arrest after a probe lasting one 
or two days. a high-ranking prosecution source said 
Saturday. 


The source said that prosecutors have confirmed charges 
that Chon, 46, embezzled Saemaul funds while tn office. 


The prosecution plans to conclude the investigation by 
the end of this month, the source said. 


The Saemaul Movement Headquarters collected a com- 
bined total of 38.6 billion won (about 51.5 million U.S. 
dollars one U.S. dollar is worth about 750 won) from 
both the private and government sectors as Saemaul 
funds during the seven years that Chon headed the 
headquarters. 


Chon deposited billions of won at banks and other 
financial institutions in Seoul and provinces using his 
name or false names. 


The prosecution has confirmed that Chon deposited 2 
billion won in two banks using his real name, the 
prosecution said. 


The prosecution said it has confirmed many cases in 
which Chon illegally diverted funds. In one of the cases. 
Chon withdrew %50 million won from one of the 
accounts and dep sited the money into a Seoul branch of 
Hanil Bank under his name. 


The prosecutors reportedly confiscated secret account 
books kept by the movement's affiliates, including the 
weekly SAEMAUL SINMUN, for evidence of Chon’s 
diversion of the Saemaul funds. 
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The prosecution also investigated allegations of capital 
flight committed by Chon through the overseas develop- 
ment institute which he headed. 


Meanwhile. the prosecution requested that the Justice 
Ministry ban two of Chon’s associates and their wives 
from leaving the country—Chon To-il, former director 
at the overseas development institute, and his wife and 
Kim Hui-chae. secretary to Chon, and his wife. 


As a result, the number of people affected by the exit 
ban. in connection with the scandal, increases to 34. 


Summons Set Before ‘Formal Arrest’ 
SK280315 Seoul YONHAP in English 0301 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


| Text] Seoul. March 28 (YONHAP)} The South korean 
proseuction will summon Chon Kyong-hwan, younger 
brother of former President Chon Tu-hwan, Tuesday as 
a Step prior to his formal arrest for his alleged involve- 
ment in a scandal involving millions of dollars, a spokes- 
man for the probe said Monday. 


The spokesman said investigators have found evidence 
of Chon’s embezzlement of a rough equivalent of 10 
million U.S. dollars of Saemaul (New Community) 
Movement fund and other public funds. 


The investigators have confirmed that once they com- 
plete their investigation of 10 secret accounts held by 
Chon at banks and invesment finance companies under 
the names of his relatives and false names, the funds 
which Chon embezzled will amount to at least 7 billion 
to & billion won (9.33 million to 10.66 million U.S. 
dollars). 


The spokesman said the embezzled amount would 
increase to more than 10 billion won after counting the 
funds invested in real estate under false names. 


The prosecution also plans to arrest seven or eight 
former aides to the younger Chon, including Mun 
Chong. former publicity chief for Chon, Chong Chang- 
hui, former accounting chief and Hwang Hung-sik. 
Chon’s brother-in-law, who served as general affairs 
director of the weekly SAEMAUL SHINMUN. 


4 ranking prosecution official said that concrete evi- 
dence of huge amounts of embezzled Saemaul funds and 
influence peddling in profit-oriented projects committed 
by Chon and his aides is being revealed as the investiga- 
tion progresses. 
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Evidence shows that Chon withdrew 350 million won 
from an official coffer and deposited the money al a 
Seoul branch of Hani! Bank under his name in March 
last year. 


In April 1986, Chon received 200 million won from a 
department store owner in Seoul intended as payment 
for doing a favor and as Saemaul funds. Chon, however. 
did not put the money into the official coffer but 
deposited it into his secret account. 


The Saemaul Movement Headquarters 1s a semi-official 
organization which seeks to enhance living standards in 
rural and urban areas. 


Under Chon Kyong-hwan’s leadership, the headquarters 
became a powerful organization and its business grew to 
an unreasonable extent. 


Chon, 46, allegedly abused power to accept bribes, extort 
donations and embezzle a large amount of Saemaul 
funds. Other irregularities allegedly committed by Chon 
include influence peddling in profit-oriented projects 
and real estate speculation. 


With less than one month to go before parliamentary 
elections, the scandal, involving the younger brother of 
the former president, is becoming a major political issue 
as Opposition parties are stepping up their criticism of 
the ruling camp. 


RDP’s Kim Yong-sam To Run for Assembly Seat 
SK280144 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0200 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Today the former president of the RDP 
announced that he had decided to run in the upcoming 
general elections, in Pusan’s So-ku electoral district. 


In a meeting with reporters this morning, former RDP 
President Kim Yong-sam stated: The party had urged me 
to run in a Pusan district. After seriously considering this 
proposal, following the party’s demand that | devote 
myself to the party as part of my last service [to it], | have 
decided to compete in the So-ku electoral district of 
Pusan due to the current emergency situation, which 
may determine the life or death of the opposition parties. 


Former RDP President Kim Yong-sam also said that, in 
line with his junior party members, he would wage a 
struggle through elections and would make the greatest 
possible efforts to aid the RDP. as the major opposition 
party, to become the force of restraint to the ruling party. 


Former RDP President Kim Yong-sam stated he would 
also make every effort to examine the Saemaul Head- 
quarters irregularities and other various large-scale scan- 
dals through the upcoming general elections. 
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Burma 


Army Launches Attacks on Guerriila Groups 
BK280004 Banekok BANGKOK POST in English 
28 \far SS p 1 


{By Subin Khuankaeo] 


[Text] Chiang Mai—Rangoon forces have launched a 
fierce attack on Wa National Army [WNA] and the 
Burmese Communist Party [BCP] guerrillas in a bid to 
take two Strategic hills opposite Fang district. 


The campaign, which started in the middle of this month 
as part of a Rangoon offensive against minority groups 
on the Thai border, was also aimed at securing a log- 
hauling route under BCP and Wa control, sources said. 


Heavy artillery fire was exchanged over the weekend, 
with Burmese troops using Mong Hang and Mong Sad as 
springboards to attack the minority forces dug in on two 
hills opposite a hilltribe village of Panong Nolae and Doi 
Ang Khang of Fang. 


The hills overlook an 80 km route through which Thai 
merchants will this month start hauling 12.828 tons of 
teak from Burma. 


4 Thai logging company won a contract from Rangoon 
to haul the teak into Thailand in the first cross-border log 
trade between Burma and Thailand in 40 years. 


The WNA has reportedly demanded a 20 percent pro- 
tection fee in exchange for the safe passage of the logs 
through its territory. 


Rangoon has sent troops to protect the teak logs at three 
locations at the border villages of Paungpahkyem, Mong- 
hang and Hoe-Hto. 


The sources said 18 ammunition porters used by Bur- 
mese troops fled into Thailand and were arrested by 
troops during the height of the fighting yesterday. 


The group told authorities at least 100 Burmese soldiers 
were killed and 30 wounded in the two-day operation to 
take the hills. 


The casualty figures could not be independently con- 
firmed. 


Thai Special Warfare troops. local infantrymen and 
Border Patrol Police Units have been reinforced oppo- 
site the clash sites to prevent a spillover of fighting. 


On Saturday, 40 hilltribe houses in Thai territory were 
burnt to the ground after Burmese troops torched a 
minority camp at Doi Pang Tong. opposite Fang. 
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The blaze. carried into Thai territory by strong winds. 
destroyed the village before security forces could mobil- 
ise tO extinguish it. 


The Rangoon force has overrun at least eight minority 
camps at the hill during the operation since March 15 
and was in complete control yesterday. 


A heroin refinery, believed belonging to the minority 
group, was seized during the operation on Saturday. 


At Doi Lang, the Shan United Army [SUA] of opium 
warlord Khun Sa was also braced for a confrontation 
with Burmese forces following the clash at the two hills. 


Most SUA women and children evacuated the hill in 
anticipation of the attack. 


Karen Peace Offer to Rangoon Reported 
BK260127 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
26 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Wangkha, Burma—Karen rebel leader Lt-Gen Bo 
Mya yesterday announced he was ready for peace talks 
with Rangoon, but would not be the first to take the 
initiative. 


Speaking to Thai reporters at his camp near the Thai 
border, opposite Mae Sot Distyict of Tak Province. the 
61-year-old president of the Karen National Union 
{[KNU] emphasised the intention of the Karens to co- 
exist peacefully with the other ethnic groups of Burma, 
and the Government in Rangoon. 


Li-Gen Bo Mya said the KNU was prepared to negotiate 
peace with Rangoon through the formation of a genuine 
federal union represented by all ethnic groups of people 
where liberty, equality and social well-being were guar- 
anteed to all ethnic groups and individuals. 


However, the Karen leader insisted that such negotia- 
tions would have to be initiated by the Government. 


In addition, the Karens would require that efforts 
towards a settlement be held outside Burma in a neutral 
country and be witnessed by observers from the United 
Nations, or the host country. 


Expressing his distrust of Burmese leader U Ne Win. the 
Karen chief said the KNU had entered into peace talks 
with the Burmese Government on three occasions. 


The talks came to nothing, he said, because the Rangoon 
negotiators demanded the unconditional surrender of 
the KNU as a precondition. 


The Karen leader dismissed a call by Kachin Indepen- 
dence Army commander Brang Seng for peace talks 
between Rangoon and the National Democratic Front. 
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The call, he said, was the personal viewpoint of Brang 
Seng and did not represent the views of the National 
Democratic Front. 


“There will be no peace in Burma unless the Burmese Gov- 
ernment comes to the negotiating table,” said Bo Mya. 


He said his army had now grown to more than 15,000— 
twice the number it was four years ago. 


“Our soldiers are well-trained, well-armed and morale ts 
good.” he said, and the Karens have the support of other 
minority groups, including the Burmese themselves. 


He vowed that the Karens would strike deeper into 
Burma. 


Bo Mya reaffirmed the KNU’s policy of strictly prohib- 
iting the growing, refining and trafficking of narcotics in 
Kawthoole, the name they use to refer to their territory. 


“This has been the policy of the Karen National Union 
since it came into being. It 1s the policy we abide by,” he 
said. 


The KNU was prepared to cooperate fully with any 
organisations Or governments in the suppression of nar- 
cotics, Bo Mya added. 


Possible NDF Split Reported 
BK280235 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar SS p 4 


[By Yindi Loetcharoenchok] 


[Excerpts] Strong Karen opposition to the National 
Democratic Front’s [NDF] peace initiative in the fight 
for independence from Burma has drawn the two stron- 
gest ethnic minority groups on a collision course. 


Brang Seng. chairman of the Kachin Independence Orga- 
nization (KIQ), said during an NDF press conference at 
Three Pagodas Mon village that NDF passed an official 
proposal through some Asian embassies in Rangoon to 
the Ne Win government. The plan calls for a peaceful 
settiement to end the insurgency and formation of a 
genuine Burmese federal union. 


Eight of the 10 ethnic minority leaders in the NDF, 
representing the Arakan, Kachin, Karenni, Lahu, Mon, 
Palaung, Shan and Wa factions, attended the March 12 
press meeting and welcomed questions from the press. 
The Pa-O minority was missing due to some logistic 
problems of time and place. 


And much to the surprise of some journalists, Gen Bo 
Mya, chairman of the Karen National Union [KNU]. 
one of the two largest anti-government forces, did not 
show up or send any observer to the conference. It was 
announced at the meeting that an urgent Karen meeting 
had deterred Bo Mya from attending the conference. 
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But Bo Mya, president of NDF since its formation in 1976 
until last year, called a Karen press conference last Friday 
[25 March] at the Kawmoora Gate (also known as 
Wangkha) in the Karen-claimed Tawthoolei state opposite 
Thailand’s Mae So district in Tak province. He apparently 
showed strong disagreement with the earlier NDF peace- 
seeking proposal to the Rangoon government. 


But he said KNU 1s always prepared for peace talks with 
the Rangoon government on the condition that the 
Burmese Socialist Programme Party. chaired by U Ne 
Win, calls for the talks—which must be held outside 
Burma in a neutral country with observers from the 
United Nations and/or the host country. 


He said three earlier peace negotiations failed badly 
because the Rangoon government demanded the uncon- 
ditional surrender of the KNU. He affirmed that the 
Karen's 15,000 army troops will continue to attack cities 
deep inside Burma and will not be wiped out within two 
years, as the Ne Win government earlier declared to 
foreign military attaches and reporters at Pa-an. 


Bo Mya, who did not seem pleased to talk about the March 
12 meeting, said the conference was not held in accordance 
with the NDF regulations. He said all 10 NDF members 
must convene and agree to such a meeting before any press 
conference can take place. He said the conference was 
arraanged and dominated by the KIO. 


Bo Mya said KNU did not ratify any statement made on 
March | 2 and did not consider the conference an official 
one. He said the conference was held to present only 
Brang Seng’s ideas. He mentioned that other minority 
groups, such as the Arakan Liberation Party. prepared 
their papers for the conference, but were not given an 
opportunity to present their ideas. 


When asked for reasons why he did not attend the NDF 
press conference at the Mon village, Bo Mya said he was 
given such a short notice of the meeting and at the same 
time had to attend an urgent KNU meeting. [Passage 
omitted] 


Bo Mya’s argument that he was not told in advance of 
the conference at the Three Pagodas Mon village seems 
unlikely, because the press was informed of the meeting 
some three weeks before it took place. Another distinct 
point is that most NDF leaders were present before the 
press, despite Bo Mya’s statement that the conference 
was not supported by most NDF members. 


Rangoon Reports Past Year's Battle Successes 
BK261445 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] The Army and Air Force. with the cooperation of 
the indigenous working people, have been continuously 
launching offensives against the insurgents. “Operation 
Thurein Tun” was launched +m the Northern Military 
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Command, “Operation Aung Hein Moe” in the North- 
east Military Command, “Operation Kyaw Naing Soe” 
in the Eastern Military Command, “Operation Zwe 
Aung Lin” in tht Southeast Military Command, and 
“Operation (Pye Lin Yon”) in the Central Military 
Command. 


During the campaign between 21 March 1987 and 20 
March 1988, a total of 3,046 battles, including 35 major 
battles, were fought during which 592 soldiers gave up 
their lives for the country and |,666 were wounded. Due 
to the active cooperation of the people and the bravery 
and outstanding combat ability of the members of the 
Defense Services during the major and minor battles, 
1,688 insurgents were killed and 378 were captured. 
Captured from the insurgents were an 82-mm mortar, 3 
75-mm recoiless rifles, 12 60-mm mortars, two .5 heavy 
machineguns, 3 M-7 launchers, 3 light machineguns, two 
3.5 launchers, 5 Browning machineguns, 2 57-mm recoil- 
less rifles, an antiaircraft gun, 1,870 assorted light weap- 
ons, 8,916 rounds of heavy weapon ammunition, 
186,543 rounds of light weapon ammunition, 941 
assorted mines, 2,469 assorted magazines, 3,700 
assorted hand grenades, 1,252 packs of soft gunpowder, 
247 slabs of gunpowder, 1,450 feet of explosive fuse 
wire, 16,105 detonators, 59 [words indistinct], 9 assorted 
walkie-talkies, 7 assorted radio sets, 8 transceivers, 8 
receivers, 4 manual generators, 5 power generators, 3 
exchange boards, 15 maps, 34 assorted engines, 31 
generators, 6 sawmills, 3 amplifiers, | gem cutting 
machine, | water pump, 3 paddy milling machine, 25 
motor vehicles, 4 motorcycles, 20 motorboats, 9 copiers, 
22 typewriters, 3 television sets, | video recorder, 4 radio 
cassettes, 2 cameras, 23 elephants, 24 mules, 1,451 head 
of cattle, 422 teak logs, 600 logs of assorted timber, 6,688 
viss [1 viss equals 3.6 pounds] of paddy, 845,060 kyat 
worth of smuggled goods, 11,975.40 viss of jade, 17.21 
kg of heroin, 886.13 kg of opium, 1,139,625 kyat in 
Burmese currency, |,019,900 rupees in Indian currency, 
and 2,280 yuan in Chinese currency. 


During the operations, 569 insurgents surrendered along 
with 294 assorted weapons. 


The Burma Navy has been continuously patrolling with 
its vessels to ensure security in Burma’s waters. The 
Navy captured | 32 illegal fishing vessels, 111 smugglers’ 
boats, and 1,409 persons involved in smuggling and 
illegal fishing between 21 March 1987 and 20 March 
1988. The estimated value of the captured vessels, 
engines, and goods is reported to be 3.56 million kyats. 


Further Details Reported 
BK261049 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The Defense Services, joining forces with the 
working people, launched “Operation Kyaw Naing Soe” 
against the insurgents in areas under the jurisdiction of 
the Eastern Command. As a result, there were 2 major 
battles and 686 minor engagements between 21 March 
1987 and 20 March 1988. 
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On 13 July 1987, a column of the People’s Defense Services 
attacked and smashed Pale and (Namu) camps of the 
Karenni insurgents in Kayah State’s Bawlake Township in 
the Eastern Military Command. The camps were captured 
following two skirmishes with about 40 Karen insurgents. 
There were no casualties on the government side while 13 
insurgents were killed and five weapons and ammunition 
were captured from the insurgents. 


On 21 October, a military column under the supervision 
of the Eastern Military Command attacked Pale and 
(Namu) camps of the Karen insurgents for a second time. 
The camps were captured after a clash with about 35 
Karen insurgents. Two members of the People’s Defense 
Services were wounded and 12 insurgents were killed 
during this campaign. Eight assorted weapons, a com- 
munications set, and ammunition were captured from 
the enemy. 


A military column under the command of the 88th 
Infantry Division had five clashes with about 200 Shan 
State Army [SSA] and Wa insurgents based on Bali Hill 
in Mong Tung Township during mopping up operations 
between 15 and 22 April. A member of the People’s 
Defense Services laid down his life for the country while 
10 insurgents were killed. Four weapons were captured 
from the enemy. 


As a result of major and minor battles fought in the 
Eastern Military Command between 21 March 1987 and 
20 March 1988, a total of 513 insurgents were killed, 89 
were captured, and 177 surrendered. A total of 498 
assorted weapons, 12,633 rounds of assorted ammuni- 
tion, 63 assorted mines, 72 hand grenades, 31 commu- 
nications sets, Kyat 431,855 in cash, 200 liters of (?ben- 
zodide) hydrocarbon; and 144 liters of hydrochloric acid 
were seized from the insurgents. 


The Defense Services, together with the working people, 
launched “Operation Zwe Aung Lin” in the Southeast 
Military Command. As a result, there were 2 m*jor 
battles and 1,057 minor battles between 21 March 1987 
and 20 March 1988. 


An Army column on 26 May 1987 began attacking 
Karen National Union [KNU] insurgents who were 
hiding at a camp in Nateindaung in Yebyu Township in 
the Southeast Military Command. The enemy camp was 
captured following a close skirmish with the insurgents 
on 27 May. A soldier gave up his life for the country and 
2 were wounded while |! insurgents were killed. A total 
of 27 assorted weapons, including a 57-mm recoilless 
rifle, 3 communications set, 2 walkie-talkies, and ammu- 
nition were captured from the enemy. 


On | July a military column under the command of the 
44th Light Infantry Division attacked KNU insurgents 
from the KNU 7th Brigade’s Apauk camp and Thit- 
kara—a camp used for smuggling timber—in Myawadi 
Township. Thitkara camp was captured following skir- 
mishes with 30 insurgents. There were no casualties on 
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the government side, but 3 insurgents were killed and 2 
weapons, an elephant, 14 assorted motor vehicles, a 
bulldozer, a tractor, 2 motorcycles, 3 sawmills, 8 motors, 
10 round blades for sawing timber, and over 200 huts 
were captured from the enemy. 


During major and minor battles fought with the insurgents 
between 21 March 1987 and 20 March 1988 in the South- 
east Military Command, a total of 413 insurgents were 
killed, 84 were captured, and 77 surrendered. A total of 418 
assorted weapons, including a 57-mm recoiless rifle, 155 
rounds of heavy weapon ammunition, 18,450 rounds of 
light weapon ammunition, 136 assorted mines, 29 hand 
grenades, 17 elephants, 762 head of cattle, 16 assorted 
communications sets, 24 motor vehicles, 31 engines, 27 
generators, 5 saw mills, 4 motorcycles, 20 motorboats, 785 
viss Of paddy, 600 tons of assorted timber, 422 teak logs, 
31,230 pounds of rubber, and 181,850 kyats were seized 
from the insurgents. 


The Defense Services, together with the people, launched 
“Operation Aung Hein Moe” against the insurgents in 
the areas under the jurisdiction of the Northeast Military 
Command. As a result, 2 major battles and 711 minor 
battles were fought between 21 March 1987 and 20 
March 1988. 


On 17 September 1987, an Army column attacked the 
(Kyaungein) headquarters of about 100 Palaung insur- 
gents near (Hpachit) or (Kuwai) village in Namhsan in 
the Shan State. The enemy camp was captured after a 
fierce battle. There were no casualties on the government 
side during the campaign. However, 7 insurgents were 
killed and 13 assorted weapons, 2 walkie-talkies, (?KL) 
mines and hand grenades were captured from the enemy. 


Army columns and tactical units under the command of 
the 99th Light Infantry Division carried out operations 
against the Ist Brigade, 101st Battalion, 104th Battalion, 
3037th Batialion, and 4042d Battalion of the Burma 
Communist Party and the 4th Brigade and the 2d 
Battalion of the Kachin Independence Army [KIA] in 
Mong Paw, Mong Yawng, and (Mong Ok) between 31 
May and 21 June. (Sarpaw) camp of the KIA 2d Battal- 
ion was captured following !5 minor skirmishes with the 
insurgents. 


The insurgents fled toward the east bank of the Salween 
River via (Loipyaung) region. During the campaign, two 
soldiers laid down their lives for the country while 12 
insurgents were killed, 7 were captured, and 6 surren- 
dered. Captured from the insurgents were 3 60-mm 
mortars, 42 assorted light weapons, 472 assorted heavy 
weapon ammunition, 40,992 rounds of light weapon 
ammunition, 218 mines, 1,917 hand grenades, 38.3 
kilograms of opium, and medical equipment. 


During the minor and major battles in the Northeast Mili- 
tary Command between 21 March 1987 and 20 March 
1988, 204 insurgents were killed, 56 were captured, and 59 
surrendered. Captured from the insurgents were 363 
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assorted weapons, including 4 60-mm mortars, a .5 [as 
heard] heavy machinegun, and a 3.5 launcher, 775 rounds of 
heavy weapon ammunition, 52,554 rounds of light weapon 
ammunition, 316 assorted mines, 1.527 hand grenades, 
3,581 packs of gunpowder, 700 assorted detonators, 65 kg of 
opium, and 600 grams of heroin. 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Parliament Passes Amendment Bills, Adjourns 
BK251351 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television Network 1 
in Malay 23 Mar 88 


[Text] The House of Representatives ended its session 
today. During the session, the House of Representatives 
passed several draft amendment bills, including the 
Constitution Amendment Bill and the Societies Amend- 
ment Act that were proposed and finalized by Prime 
Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed. The House 
also passed the Dangerous Drug and Assets Confiscation 
Amendment Act, which provides for, among other 
things, the confiscation of assets acquired from any acts 
considered offenses under the draft act. 


The white paper entitled ““To Maintain National Secu- 
rity” was distributed to the members of Parliament for 
their information. The paper was aimed at disclosing the 
roles and activities of the parties involved that endan- 
gered the nation’s security last October. The paper was, 
however, discussed after the DAP [Democratic Action 
Party] so proposed. 


Deputy Home Affairs Minister Datuk Megat Junid Ayub 
answered remarks raised during the discussions, adding 
that the DAP wanted to again aggravate the situation. 


Banned Newspapers Resume Publication 
BK260505 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0318 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 26 (BERNAMA)—An 
English language daily, THE STAR, hits the streets on 
Saturday after having its publication licence revoked by 
the government 149 days ago. 


The tabloid STAR, together with the bi-weekly BAHASA 
MALAYSIA (NATIONAL LANGUAGE) | tabloid 
WATAN and the Chinese language daily SINCHEW JIT 
POH had their licences revoked in a major government 
swoop on dissidents. suspected communist elements and 
opposition leaders, all of whom were said to heighten 
racial tension in multi-racial Malaysia. 


The WATAN, according to its managing director and 
editor Haji Hishamuddin Haji Yaacob, will resume 
publications on April 5 while a spokesman of the SIN 
CHEW JIT POH, which was also re-issued with a new 
permit, said the daily had not been told to resume 
publication. 


FBIS-EAS-88-059 
28 March 1988 


These newspapers were ordered closed late last Octo- 
ber—the time by the Mahathir administration—for their 
style of reporting which were said to be racial in nature. 
Malaysia experienced its worst racial clash on may 13, 
1969 where some 250 people were killed. 


Owned by the Malaysian Chinese Association [MCA], 
the second largest partner in Prime Minister Dr Maha- 
thir Mohamed’s coalition government, THE STAR in its 
front-page editorial, said it would try to perform its role 
as responsibly and credibly as possible. 


We will continue to bring to you the news without bias or 
prejudice, but with balance and honesty, and with the 
well-being of the nation uppermost in our mind, it said. 


MCA President Dr Ling Liong Sik, who is also the 
transport minister, thanked Dr Mahathir for allowing 
THE STAR to resume publication and expressed confi- 
dence that the daily would play its role as a responsible 


paper. 
Singapore 


Minister Stresses Trade With Malaysia 
BK251506 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The minister for trade and industry, Brigadier 
General Lee Hsien Loong, has said Singapore (1s) fairly 
well prepared and (?in a position) to cope with any 
instability in the world economy. He was speaking in 
Parliament during the debate on the estimate for his 
ministry. Gen Lee said our infrastructure is in place and 
we have invested in manufacturing capacities and have 
diversified into services. We have also got new markets, 
high volume of trade, and large trading. He said what can 
be done has been done. [passage indistinct] But he added 
this effect can be minimized if we pay more attention to 
regional cooperation. 


Gen Lee said cooperation with our neighbors—Indone- 
sia and Malaysia, in particular Johor—is a logical pro- 
gression towards economic development. This is because 
as we [word indistinct] more activities off-shore there are 
many linkages that can be developed with the neighbor- 
ing economies provided the will is there. This, he added. 
will be good for both sides. For example. the linkages 
with Malaysia are still quite substantial. In terms of 
investment, we invested 1.4 billion ringgit up to the end 
of 1986. Last year, it was 135 million ringgit according to 
Malaysian statistics. Singapore is one of the largest 
investors in Malaysia. In Johor, we are the largest 
investor. 


Gen Lee said the volume of trade has also gone up. Last 
year, it amounted to $18 billion [Singapore dollars]. The 
minister said the links can be strengthened. There can be 
more investments in Malaysian industries which are 
land and labor intensive. Gen Lee pointed out that 
Malaysians actively promote Singaporean business in 
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their country. He added that trade, which is in favor of 
Malaysia can grow further. There is also potential for 
growth in tourism. He thought that Johor, with off-shore 
islands, offers a lot to Singaporeans to enjoy seafood and 
beach resorts. If we can market Johor together with 
Singapore as a package, there will be more business for 
both sides. 


Gen Lee (?stressed) that cooperation between Malaysia 
and Singapore depends on the political climate. He said 
the closer our ties the more (?modern) projects can be 
launched and the more areas will be uncovered for 
cooperation. He felt the Malaysian Government also 
understands that if the atmosphere is a troubled one, 
even good ideas may not be able to fly. 


Cambodia 


Thai Actions for Week Ending 19 March Reported 
BK260700 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0445 GMT 
26 Mar SS 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 26 Mar (SPK)—During the week 
ending |!9 March, Thai L-19°s, F-6’s, and F-111°s, vio- 
lated Cambodian airspace seven times above the sectors 
Rumduol, Ampil (Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey), Yeang 
Dangkum, and O Da (Banteay Meanchey). 


On 13 March, three F-5’s from Thailand penetrated up 
to 3 km inside Cambodian airspace above Ampil. 


For its part, Thai artillery fired a total of 1,000 shells on 
many Cambodian regions along the border in the Prov- 
inces of Pursat, Battambang. Banteay Meanchey, and 
Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey. 


During the same period, Cambodian border guards, in 
cooperation with volunteers of the Vietnamese Army, 
intercepted many groups of Cambodian reactionaries 
who had infiltrated from Thailand for sabotage. During 
mopping-up operations, they put out of action 196 
intruders—100 were killed on the spot, 47 were taken 
prisoners, and 49 others surrendered—and seized 90 
weapons and other war materiel. 


Central Committee Greets CPCZ on Anniversary 
BK251245 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1102 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 25—The Central Com- 
mittee of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea has sent a message of greetings to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 
[{CPCZ] on the 40th anniversary of the victory of the 
February revolution of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic. 


The message says : 
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“The brilliant victory of the February 1948 revolution was 
an historical event of great importance for the Czechoslovak 
working class which, under the clearsighted leadership of the 
CPCZ, have resolutely struggled against the bourgeoisie to 
free themselves from the exploitation of man by man. The 
February 1948 revolution, carried out by the working class 
and other labouring people of Czechoslovakia, has provided 
a firm base for socialism in Czechoslovakia. Over the past 
40 years, thanks to their unremitting and creative efforts in 
national construction and defence, the Czechoslovak people 
have turned Czechoslovakia into a developed socialist coun- 
try with an advanced science and techology. 


“We are convinced that the Czechoslovak people will 
obtain new and ever greater success in the implemen- 
taion of the program for the renovation of economic 
management put forth by the recent plenum of the CPCZ 
Central Committee in the light of the 17th CPCZ Con- 
gress’s resolutions so as to accelerate the economic and 
social development in Czechoslovakia. 


“As a member country of the Warsaw Treaty and the 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance [CEMA], the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic has taken active part in 
safeguarding world peace and socialism. 


“Czechoslovakia’s international prestige has been inces- 
santly heightened and Czechoslovakia has rendered con- 
stant support and assistance to the communist and 
workers’ movement and the national liberation move- 
ment in the world for peace and democratic liberties”. 


The message expresses profound gratitude to the govern- 
ment and people of Czechoslovakia for their devoted 
assistance to the revolutionary cause of the Kampuchean 
people. 


It wishes for further consolidation and development of 
the solidarity, friendship, and cooperation between the 
fraternal parties, governments and peoples of the two 
countries. 


Hun Sen Speaks at Phnom Penh University 
BK261248 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1116 GMT 
26 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 26—The Phnom Penh 
University was officially reopened as from March 25, 
1988. Present at the inaugural ceremony held in Phnom 
Penh by the Ministry of Education were Hun Sen, 
Politburo member of the People’s Revolutionary Party 
of Kampuchea Central Committee and chairman of the 
Counci! of Ministers: other senior officials, and repre- 
sentatives of the university teachers and students. 


The university was built in 1960 and was closed during 
the Pol Pot time. Part of the university was put into 
commission in 1980 with the combination of a high 
educational school and the language institute. 
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Al present, it comprises | 1 faculties: philosophy, Khmer 
language and literature, Vietnamese and eastern lan- 
guages and literature, Russian and western languages 
and literature, history, psychology, geography, mathe- 
matics, physics, chemistry, and biology. 


According to a report presented at the ceremony by 
Education Minister Pen Navut, this higher education 
institution has trained 1,052 teachers for secondary 
education schools across the country. This year, it enrolls 
1.060 students of different subjects and grades. 


Its teaching staff comprises 91 persons including one 
first-degree doctor of science, 12 teachers who have 
acquired post-university degrees, and 72 others who 
have passed higher education. 


For its part, the language faculty has trained 170 teachers 
of foreign languages and 166 interpreters of the Vietnam- 
ese, Russian, German, English, French, and Spanish 
languages. 


The university has restored a four-room scientific labo- 
ratory, which was completely destroyed under Pol Pot 
regime, for the practice of lessons on chemistry, biology 
and physics. 


Speaking on the occasion Chairman Hun Sen expressed 
his satisfaction at the fine result in the educational field. 
He pointed to the important role of the Phnom Penh 
University in developing the country’s higher education 
and called on the university’s teachers and students to 
make better use of their cooperation with foreign profes- 
sors in teaching and learning. 


Two Tanks Reported Destroyed in Battambang 
BK260051 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
25 Mar 88 


[From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” 
feature] 


[Excerpt] Pailin battlefield [Battambang Province]: 
From 19 to 23 March, our National Army ambushed and 
routed the Vietnamese enemy at Phnum Dong, Phnum 
Saravan, Hill 200, and in front of Hill 284, killing 61 
Vietnamese enemy soldiers on the spot, including a 
battalion commander and 3 company commanders, and 
wounding 82 others. We destroyed a 100-mm gun, a 
122-mm gun, 2 T-54 tanks, and a quantity of other 
materiel. We seized 4 B-40’s, 4 B-41’s, 32 AK’s, and 
some other materiel. 


On 19 and 21 March, Vietnamese soldiers stepped on 13 
of our mines on Route 10; combined with our attacks, 21 
enemy soldiers were killed and 17 others wounded as a 
result. 


In sum, on the Pailin battlefield, we killed 82 and 
wounded 96 Vietnamese soldiers. [passage omitted] 
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Daily Carries Biographies of New Ministers 
BK271055 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
22 Mar 88 pp 1,8 


(“New faces in the fifth development cabinet by 
KOMPAS correspondents] 


[Excerpts] Rudini—Home Affairs Minister. He is short 
in stature, but full of vitality and discipline. He main- 
tains a fresh countenance and smiles easily. However, 
the graduate of the Breda Military Academy in the 
Netherlands can be tough to deal with when he finds that 
things are not in their proper order. He also pays a lot of 
attention to the welfare and career development of his 
subordinates. [passage omitted] 


Born in Magelang on 15 December 1929, Rudini was a true 
soldier who spent his entire military career in the Indone- 
sian Armed Forces. He is credited as a person who had 
groomed current high-ranking Army officials, such as Army 
Chief of Staff Edi Sudrajat and Deputy Army Chief of Staff 
Sahala Rajagukguk. [passage omitted] 


Ali Alatas—Foreign Affairs Minister. The senior diplo- 
mat, known to close friends as Alex Alatas, is also known 
as a tough negotiator. His arguments at various interna- 
tional forums often make other countries’ delegates run 
out of counterarguments. However, due to his competent 
presentation, people continue to maintain a healthy 
respect for him. 


The recall of Ali Alatas from his post as chief of the 
Indonesian Permanent Representative office at the 
United Nations in New York—a post he has occupied 
since 1982—to assume the post of foreign minister for 
the 1988-93 tenure is not surprising because in 1983 he 
was tapped for the post when the fourth development 
cabinet was formed. At that time, perhaps fortune had 
not yet knocked on his door. 


Born in Jakarta on 4 November 1932, Ali Alatas is the 
first Indonesian foreign minister to have risen through 
the ranks at the Foreign Affairs Ministry. He started his 
career as second secretary at the Indonesian Embassy in 
Bangkok (1956-60). From 1960 to 1966, he worked for 
the Directorate of Foreign Information Service, concur- 
rently as spokesman of the Foreign Affairs Ministry. He 
was political counsellor at the Indonesian Embassy in 
Washington (1966-70); director of the Information and 
Cultural Affairs Directorate (1970-72); secretary to the 
director general of political affairs (1972-75); chief of the 
personal staff of the foreign minister (1975-76), secretary 
to the vice president (1978-82); and chief of the Indone- 
sian Permanent Representative office at the United 
Nations in New York since 1982. 


Ali Alatas joined the Foreign Affairs Ministry as soon as 
he graduated from the Foreign Service Academy in 
Jakarta in 1954. While still studying at the Academy, he 
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also took up courses at the Faculty of Laws and Social 
Sciences of the University of Indonesia and earned his 
law degree in 1956. He is known as friendly and open, 
and mixes with people easily. He can speak for hours 
about his job, but not on his private life. 


His hobbies include reading spy books, listening to 
classical music, and sports, especially soccer and tennis. 
However, due to his age and declining physical endur- 
ance, he has reverted to less strenuous sports, such as 
swimming and golf. He married Junita in 1956 and has 
three children. 


Susilo Sudarman—Miunister of Tourism, Posts, and Tele- 
communications. A mild-mannered person who stands 
at over 170 centimeters, he is tall for an Indonesian. One 
of the first graduates of the Military Academy in Mage- 
lang in 1948, Susilo Sudarman’s last job was Indonesian 
ambassador to the United States. The former cavalry 
officer is also known as a meticulous person with a lot of 
self-control. 


When he was serving as commander of the First Terri- 
torial Defense Command in the mid-eighties, covering 
Sumatera and West Kalimantan, he was offered the post 
of director general of customs. However, he was later 
appointed as ambassador to the United States. “I was 
recalled from Washington on !2 March, arrived in 
Jakarta on 15 March, and received an audience with the 
president on 17 March” he told KOMPAS last night. 


Born into a farming family in Cilacap on 10 November 
1928, Susilo started his military career as an instructor at 
the Jogjakarta Military Academy. At the outbreak of war in 
1948-49, he joined forces with then Lieutenant Colonel 
Suharto. It was his first encounter with the current presi- 
dent. In the fifties, he met Suharto again when Susilo was an 
instructor at the Army Staff and Command College in 
Bandung. The former governor of the Armed Forces Acad- 
emy is married to Widaningsih, a younger sister of Indone- 
sian Ambassador to Malaysia Himawan Susanto and the 
couple has five children. [passage omitted] 


Opposition Haiis New Cabinet 
BK251343 Jakarta THE JAKARTA POST in English 
23 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta (JP}—Both PPP (United Development 
Party) and PDI (Indonesian Democratic Party) wel- 
comed the formation of the new cabinet, but warned the 
government of serious economic difficulties within the 
next 5 years. 


PPP Chairman Naro told the press here yesterday [22 
March] that facing tough challenges, the government 
should make every effort to prevent losses in spending. 
Naro, who is also deputy speaker of the DPR (House of 
Representatives). said that his faction would mount a 
supervision drive in the future. 
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He said that his party was not disappointed because it 
was not invited to join the cabinet. “I’m very happy to 
see the young politicians like Sarwono Kusumaatmayja, 
Akbar Tanjung, and Siswono Yudohusodo in the gov- 
ernment,” Naro said. 


Meanwhile, Suryadi, chairman of PDI, said on a sepa- 
rate occasion that in facing the difficult years ahead, the 
cabinet ministers should work hard and forget personal 
interests. He said that the government should improve 
supervision and boost discipline among its officials. 
Suryadi, who is also a DPR deputy speaker, added that 
the legislative body would continue to exercise its con- 
Stitutional right to control the government for the sake of 
the nation’s future. 


He said that he thought President Suharto had really 
picked the right persons for his new cabinet. “I’m sure 
the government will be able to face any challenge,” 
Suryadi said. 


Murdani Takes Over Defense Post 
BK251349 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] Following the transfer-of-post ceremony from 
former Defense and Security Minister Poniman in 
Jakarta today, General L.B. Murdani said that the 
Defense and Security Ministry has been successful in 
maintaining national stability—the main task assigned 
to it by the fourth development plan cabinet—as one 
element of the trilogy of development. 


Gen Murdani said that although several achievements 
have been made by the ministry, there are many more 
challenges to be handled in the future. He said, the 
Security and Defense Ministry will continue to intensify 
efforts to promote the twin relationship with ABRI 
[Republic of Indonesia Armed Forces] to develop 
national defense and security through efficient and effec- 
tive organization, procedures, and working mechanisms. 


Oil Minister Defends Crude Oil Selling Price 
BK260557 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0432 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] Jakarta, March 26 (ANTARA)—Minister of 
Mines and Energy Ginanjar Kartasasmita said Friday 
that Indonesia will defend the Government Selling Price 
(GSP) in selling its crude oil. 


“We will stick to the GSP and adhere to the OPEC 
decisions’, he said following an inauguration ceremony 
at the State Palace. 


He said officials of Pertamina, the state-owned oil com- 
pany, who are at present holding meetings with the 
Japanese buyers, have been ordered not to conclude any 
selling contracts at a price below the GSP. 
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He strongly denied reports which said that Japanese 
buyers had received discounts from Indonesia. “That's 
not true. Up until March all selling has been based on the 
GSP. Never any discounts. It can be proven” he said. 


Because of the fast changes in world oil prices, Indonesia 
has been temporarily selling its crude oil by short term 
contracts On a two or three month basis. 


“This step ‘© taken just to kill time before normal 
long-term c)) (racts, on a one year basis, are possible’’, he 
said. 


“Although Indonesian crude oi! makes up only 13 per- 
cent of the shares on the Japanese market, it 1s always 
referred to by the Japanese buyers as a stabilizer”, 
Ginanjar said. 


“The Japanese buyers can get crude oil from other 
countries but the stabilization guarantee is in Indonesia 
and they must take it into account the same way Indo- 
nesia considers Japan its major crude oil market’, he 
said. 


With regard to this, he hoped that the Japanese demand 
for Indonesian crude oil would not decrease. 


Asked on possible speculations, he said he would be 
more flexible in the discussion of price but affirmed that 
he would never sell at a lower price. 


On the planned meeting of the OPEC Price Monitoring 
Committee in Vienna next April, Ginanjar said that the 
five member ministers of the committee would examine 
the results of OPEC auditing in the last few months 
before taking any necessary measures. 


If the assessment says that the drop in the world oil price 
at present is fundamental or not of a temporary nature, 
it is not impossible that the committee will summon an 
OPEC plenary session where a fixed organizational deci- 
sion could be made, he said. 


He said he would bring former Minister Subroto to the 
meeting to introduce him to other OPEC ministers. 


Ginanjar said he wished to appoint Subroto as his 
permanent advisor. 


Commenting on Indonesia’s long-term oil policy, Ginan- 
jar said that in due time, Indonesia’s crude oil exports 
should be replaced by oil products. 


“We are making preparations to attract foreign invest- 
ments in oil refinery and proccesing’, he said adding 
that some investors such as from Britain and Japan had 
already expressed their interest. 
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Former Mines Minister Comments 
BK280415 Jakarta ANT ARA in Enelish 
0326 GMT 28 Mar SS 


[Text] Jakarta, March 28 (ANTARA/OANA)—Proft Dr 
Subroto, adviser to the minister of mines and energy, has 
stated that it 1s hard for Indonesia to fulfill the demand 
for oil price discount. 


Speaking to newsmen after transferring the post of mines 
and energy minister to his predecessor [as received], 
Ginanjar Kartasasmita, here Saturday, Subroto said tur- 
ther that the oil price at the spot market has kept 
improving. 


He pointed out for example that the price of West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) has reached U.S.$16.80 or even only 
slightly below U.S.$17.00 per barrel, while the European 
Brent Oil is at present sold at U.S.$15.50/barrel. 


Pertamina [State Oil and Gas Company] spokesman 
K.A. Endin disclosed Friday that Japanese buyers urged 
Indonesia to give oil price discount and Indonesia 
refused to give the discount. 


Subroto said Indonesia did not ask its oil buyers to 
adjust the crude price when the price on the world 
market not long ago soared up exceeding the selling price 
fixed by the government. 


The former minister of mines and energy admitted that 
Indonesia and Japan are still negotiating a new contract 
for oil supply in connection with the end of the old 
contract on March 31, 1988. 


The new minister of mines and energy. Ir Ginanjar 
Kartasasmita, said meanwhile that Indonesia’s oil 
exports to Japan meet only 13 percent of the entire 
Japanese demand for crude oil, but the Indonesian oil 
supply has become a stabilizer for Japanese oil buyers. 


Concerning a report that Saudi Arabia has given price 
discount to Japan, Subroto said Saudi Oil Minister 
Hisham Nazir has denied the report. 


He expressed confidence that the oil price on the world 
market will continue to increase in the near future and 
surpass the government selling price in the third and 
fourth quarter of this year. 


Indonesia's exports of crude oil .o Japan. excluding 
liquified natural gas (LNG), average about 300,000 
barrels/day, according to Subroto. 


Touching on the planned meeting of five ministers of the 
OPEC monitoring team, he said it will take place in 
Vienna in the first week of April, 1988. But the five 
ministers are still negotiating the convenient date. he 
added. 
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The members of the team consist of OPEC President- 
/Nigeria’s Oil Minister Rilwanu Lukman, Saudi Oil 
Minister Hisham Nazir. Venezuela’s Oil Minister Her- 
nandez Grisanti, Algeria’s Oil Minister Kacem, and the 
oil and energy minister of Indonesia. 


According to Ginanjar, the meeting of the OPEC moni- 
toring team will examine the result of OPEC audit, 
which was conducted in recent months, before deciding 
Steps that are considered necessary. 


Briefs 
New Army College Commander 


Army Chief of Staff Edi Sudrajat installed Major Gen- 
eral Feisal Tanjung as new commander of the Army Staff 
and Command College in Bandung, replacing Major 
General Darwanto, at a ceremony in Jakarta on 22 
March. [Summary] [BK260340 Jakarta KOMPAS in 
Indonesian 23 Mar 88 p 12 | 


Laos 


Phoun Sipaseut Departs for Japan 26 March 
BK280058 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
O00 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] On the afternoon of 26 March, the Lao Foreign 
Affairs Ministry delegation led by Phoun Sipaseut, vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers and foreign affairs 
minister, left Vientiane for Japan to pay a 6-day official 
visit to that country at the invitation of the Japanese 
Government. 


Seeing Phoun Sipaseut and the delegation off at the 
Wattai Airport were Sali Vongkhamsao, vice chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, chairman of the State 
Planning Committee. Khamphai Boupha and Soulivong 
Phasitthidet, deputy foreign affairs ministers; and a 
number of high-ranking cadres concerned. Teruo Kami- 
higashi, Japanese charge d’affaires ad interim to Laos, 
was also at the airport to see the Lao Foreign Affairs 
Ministry delegation off. 


Gen Sisavat Says Speech ‘Misinterpreted’ 
BK260145 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
26 Mar SS p 3 


[Text] Laotian Army Chief Gen Sisavat Keobounphan 
has denied saying Thailand could not inflict a military 
defeat on Laos. 


Gen Sisavat said his comments to a group of army wives 
led by Khunying Phankhrua Yongchaiyut in Vientiane 
last week had been misinterpreted and misreported. 


The Laotian military commander's denial came after 
Deputy Armed Forces Chief-of-Staff Gen Phat Akkha- 
nibut told him the statements had left the Thai people 
deeply unhappy. 
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During last week’s reception for the wife of Army Com- 
mander Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, Gen Sisavat was 
reported to have said: 


“No matter how Thailand fights, it will never defeat 
Laos. The Americans fought Laos but never defeated us. 
Laos shot down more than 1,500 American aircraft. 


“Does Thailand have so so much money to buy such a 
large number of aircraft? 


“Although Thailand can afford 500 aircraft, Laos will 
shoot them all down—even if Thailand has 3,000.” 


According to Gen Phat, the Laotian commander said he 
was merely trying to say Thailand and Laos should not 
fight each other and waste lives, money and equipment. 


Gen Sisavat, who returned to Vientiane yesterday, told 
Gen Phat the countries engaged in the Indochina war 
spent considerable sums in weapons and equipment. 


Before departing, Gen Sisavat said the Thai and Laotian 
military would keep their promise not to fight. 


The armies of both sides would continue to work with 
the people to foster peace even though others were 
spreading untruths, he said without elaborating. 


Gen Sisavat said a number of newspapers. which he 
declined to name, had fallen short on accuracy but the 
Thai people would probably not believe their reports in 
any case. 


Asked if the Ban Romklao conflict was discussed with 
Gen Chawalit during his unofficial visit, Gen Sisavat 
said he came as the representative of the Laotian Gov- 
ernment and people. 


Negotiations to solve the conflict were the responsibility 
of the government delegations appointed by the premiers 
of both countries, he said. 


The key to a solution was sincerity and patience. 


An early resolution was unlikely, Gen Sisavat said. More 
talks were needed to foster understanding. 


Gen Sisavat, who visited former prime minister Gen 
Kriangsak Chamanan before leaving, said peace would 
be assured if Thailand and Laos followed the guidelines 
laid down in the 1979 Joint Communique. 
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Thailand Encouraged To Settle Border Problem 
BK251251 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 25 Mar 88 


{Unattributed article: “The Sooner the Urgent Problem 
Between Laos and Thailand Is Settled, the Better”] 


[Text] The official letter handed to the Thai ambassador 
by the head of the Third Department of the LPDR 
Foreign Affairs Ministry on 23 March once again clearly 
reiterated the good will and correct and reasonable 
method adopted by the Lao side in settling as soon as 
possible the border conflict in the area between Boten 
District in Laos’ Sayaboury Province and Chat Trakan 
District in Thailand’s Phitsanulok Province, which is the 
most urgent problem between the two countries at 
present. 


Firmly adhering to the said good intentions and correct 
method, the LPDR has always abided by and has strictly 
implemented the 1979 joint communiques. It has con- 
stantly tried to consolidate the work of the border 
coordination committee. But the composition and role 
of the border coordination committee that will be reac- 
tivated to carry out its duty again must conform to the 
contents of the two 1979 joint Lao-Thai communiques, 
in particular the 4 April 1979 joint communique. 


In these joint communiques, the heads of the govern- 
ments of the two countries agreed to turn the entire 
LaoeThai border, both the Mekong River and land 
border, into a border of peace and friendship on the basis 
of respect for each other’s independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity as well as mutual respect for each 
other’s just interests. All conflicts must be settled by 
peaceful means. That is why the Lao side hails the Thai 
Government's aspirations in trying to reactivate and 
consolidate the joint border coordination committee of 
the two countries. 


However, the most urgent issue at present, which must 
be resolved as soon as possible by the delegations of the 
governments of the two countries, is the border conflict 
in the area between Boten District of Laos’ Sayaboury 
Province and Chat Trakan District of Thailand’s Phit- 
sanulok Province. A successful settlement of this dispute 
will create favorable conditions for the joint border 
coordination committee of the two countries to effec- 
tively execute its tasks. 


As for the setting up of a joint Lao-Thai technical 
committee to resolve the border problems in the area 
between Sayaboury Province and Phitsanulok Province, 
the Lao Government delegation has already made its 
stand known during the two rounds of talks held in 
Bangkok on 3 and 4 March 1988 and in Vientiane on 17 
and 18 March 1988. It has repeatedly reiterated that the 
Lao side has no objection to the setting up of this joint 
technical committee. 
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At present, the delegations of the governments of both 
countries are continuing to negotiate with a view to 
proceeding toward the determination of the borderline 
in the area between Boten District and Chat Trakan 
District on the basis of the 23 March 1907 [French- 
Siamese] Treaty and related maps. Once the two sides 
are able to complete delineation of the borherline in the 
area, it would be appropriate to set up a joint Lao-Thai 
technical committee to verify the facts on the spot. This 
committee would simply be an organization that imple- 
ments whatever duties are assigned to it by the delega- 
tions of the governments of the two countries. But this 
technical committee cannot perform duties in place of 
the delegations of the governments of the two countries. 


In the second round of negotiations, the Thai Govern- 
ment delegation not only refused to accept the Lao side’s 
proposals, which are correct and in line with the contents 
of the 23 March 1907 French-Siamese Treaty and the 
annexed protocol on the delineation of the borderline, 
but still maintained its former stand on the maps, which 
have been proven by the Lao side to lack a legal basis. 
Additionally, the Thai side still refused to accept the 
Heuang River as the borderline, as clearly stipulated in 
the 23 March 1907 treaty and protocol. 


The Thai side’s stance is intended to prolong the nego- 
tiations and settlement of the border conflict in the area. 
It is aimed at prolonging Thai occupation of part of Lao 
territory in the area in question. Thus, the negotiations 
did not achieve a fruitful outcome as expected, thereby 
failing to meet the aspirations of the peoples in the two 
countries as well as public opinion in the region and the 
world. 


Nevertheless, the two sides should concentrate greater 
efforts on resolving—the sooner the better—the existing 
border conflict in the area between Boten District in 
Laos’ Sayaboury Province and Chat Trakan District of 
Thailand’s Phitsanulok Province. This will create the 
most favorable conditions for the two sides to continue 
settling all remaining problems through further negotia- 
tions. The LPDR Government delegation is ready to go 
to Bangkok at any time to continue negotiations aimed 
at seeking ways to correctly and justly settle the current 
border dispute for the lasting friendship between the 
brotherly Lao and Thai peoples and for peace and 
security in Southeast Asia and the world as clearly stated 
in the official letter handed by the Third Department of 
the LPDR Foreign Affairs Ministry to the Thai ambas- 
sador on 23 March. 


Philippines 


Rogachev on Assisting in Nuclear Verification 
HK260843 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 26 Mar 88 pp 1, 3 


{By staff member Marites Sison] 


[Text] The Soviet Union will “consider” a request from the 
Philippines regarding the verification of the possible pres- 
ence of nuclear weapons in American military bases here, 
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visiting Soviet Deputy Foreign minister for Asia and Pacific 
Affairs Igor Rogachev said yesterday. An inspection of the 
U.S. bases here is believed possible once an agreement 
between the Soviet Union and the United States for on-site 
inspection and verification of bases, including those in 
Asian-Pacific countries, is concluded. 


When that happens and a request for inspection 1s made 
by the Philippines, Rogachev said. “of course, we shall 
consider it.” 


Rogachev made the remark in a news conference held at 
the Soviet ambassador’s home in Dasmarinas Village. 
Makati. 


Foreign Secretary Raul S. Manglapus, emerging from the 
last meeting of the preparatory committee to review the 
Military Bases Agreement [MBA], told reporters that the 
Soviet Union “will itself take care that medium-range 
missiles (MRMs) are no longer existing (here) once it 
reaches an agreement with the U.S. on MRM reduction. 


Manglapus reiterated his view that the superpower mect- 
ing to be held in Moscow in May would have an 
“impact” on the review of the 1947 Philippine-U-S. 
bases agreement. 


“We will at least be able to extend the medium-range 
missiles (issue) inour discussionon the constitutional ban 
on nuclear weapons, Manglapus said. 


He also said the U.S. policy of neither contirming or 
denying the presence of nuclear weapons on its bases or 
vessels was not a problem of the Philippines. “That's 
their (the U.S.) problem, it’s not our problem. Our 
problem is how to execute the constitutional provision — 
banning nuclear weapons here, he said. 


He said that, the during the MBA review, the Philippines 
was expected to raise the socio-economic implications of 
the bases. including the problem of Acquired Immunity 
Deficiency Syndrome (Aids) and the matter of off-base 
patrols by American servicemen. 


Another visitor, State Minister Helmut Schafer of the 
Federal Republic of Germany said yesterday it was not 
his intention to influence the Government in deciding 
the future of the bases here but warned that “at the 
moment, it is difficult for your Government to make 
decisions which will give advantage to another side.” 


Rogachev said the Soviet Union would “insist” that a 
proposed second treaty reducing long-range missiles by 
50 percent would extend to the Asian-Pacific region, 
specifically the Philippines. 


He said his government believed “there should be a 
balance of power in the world.” The U.S. also has bases 
in West Germany. 
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Rogachev said his government would “not interfere” in 
the coming MBA review but would merely “attentively 
follow events” in the talks. 


Asked whether the Soviet Union would be willing to help 
the Philippine Government pursue its conversion plans 
when the bases are removed here, Rogachev replied: “If 
the bases will be removed, then we can discuss anything 
(on) this matter.” 


He quickly added, however, that it was “still too early to 
raise’ the issue of how other countries could possibly 
help the Philippines after the removal of the bases. 


During the press conference, Rogachev also said: 


—President Aquino and Manglapus have both con- 
firmed their visits to Moscow, although the dates are stil] 
to be set. 


—During his meeting with Manglapus last Thursday, 
Rogachev stressed that the Soviet Union favored “dras- 
tic reduction of foreign military presence in the region.” 
Such a move would include the reduction of naval 
activities in the region, the limitation of areas for nucle- 
ar-armed vessels and fewer anti-submarine activities. 


—He was confident that Vietnam would implement its deci- 
sion to withdraw all its forces from Kampuchea by 1990. 


—He would visit Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia next 
week to discuss the settlement of the Kampuchean 
problem, among other topics. 


—The Soviet Union “has no contacts at all with the 
(local) insurgency movement” and that he had not heard 
of reports that the Communist Party of the Philippines 
had been seeking financial support from socialist coun- 
tries in Eastern Europe. 


—He hoped that members of the Catholic Church would 
visit Moscow this year to attend celebrations marking 
the millenium of Christianity in Russia. 


Manglapus Says Country Underpaid for Bases 
OW281141 Tokyo KYODO in English 1047 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 28 KYODO—Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus said Monday the Philippines hosts U.S. 
military bases which perform more important functions 
than American facilities in other countries but the coun- 
try is paid very little in return. 


Addressing members of the Philippine Council of For- 
eign Relations, a private group of academics studying 
foreign policy issues, Manglapus said the military bases 
in the Philippines serve U.S. global strategy that has 
remained “unchanged” for the past 90 years. 
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Manglapus made the remarks one week before the 
United States and the Philippines are to review their 
military bases agreement. 


The facilities include the Clark Air Base and Subic Naval 
Base, the two largest U.S. overseas bases, which were 
established while the Philippines was still an American 
colony before the turn of the century. 


“The U.S. facilities were here then and are here today to 
Carry Out the original mission of manifest destiny, now 
adapted to the nuclear age,” Manglapus said. 


“The U.S. facilities are here, therefore, as part of a U.S. 
global strategy that antedates the rise of communism in 
Europe in 1917 and in China in 1949. It 1s a strategy that 
antedates superpower confrontation,” he added. 


The Filipino official, who will head the Philippine panel 
in the bases review talks, disagreed with the U.S. posi- 
tion that the bases helped to defend the Philippines 
against communist insurgents and external threats. 


Manglapus said the missions of the American facilities 
here “dwarfed” the “limited” reles performed by other 
U.S. bases elsewhere. 


But he said the Philippines is “alone” in Southeast Asia 
in shouldering the burden of regional and global security 
dictated by American global strategy and the former U.S. 
colony is hosting the bases “as an accomodation to that 
Strategy.” 


“By offering the U.S. that accomodation, it 1s estiated 
that we have saved that country billions, tens, perhaps 
hundreds of billions of dollars that would have to be 
spent to replace the facilities with additional carrier 
battle groups and communications establishment,” he 
said. 


In a renegotiation of the 1947 agreement in 1983, the 
Philippines receives 180 million dollars annually until 
1988. but Manglapus said the yearly amount was only 
one-sixth of the 1.3 billion dollars awarded to Greece, 
Turkey, Portugal and Spain. 


He also said Egypt and Israel, who do not host U.S. bases, 
received more aid than did the Philippines in 1986. 


Manglapus said the Philippine government will respect 
the agreement until it expires in 1991 and repeated 
President Corazon Aquino’s position of keeping her 
options open on whether or not to negotiate a new treaty. 


He said the government panel will seek “correction and 
perfection” of provisions in the agreement covering the 
“unhampered” use of the bases by the Americans, the 
ownership of improvements in the facilities and criminal 
jurisdiction over U.S. servicemen who violate Philippine 
laws. 
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He added the constitutional ban on nuclear weapons in 
the country will also be taken up during the review talks 
while the Philippines will call for a renegotiation of the 
agreement concerning Filipinos employed by the Amer- 
icans at the bases. 


He said ‘a number” of studies on the alternative uses of 
the bases are being made by the National Economic and 
Development Authority (NEDA), the Economic Plan- 
ning Agency, the House of Representatives and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs as well as by private 
groups. 


He said one opt.on being considered is converting the 
facilities at the Subic naval base to commercial use. He 
added both the House and NEDA “confidently project” 
that the bases would generate more income and employ- 
ment in civilian use. 


Panel Discusses Costs, Payment for Bases 
HK260655 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in English 
0400 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] The Philippine panel charged with reviewing the 
RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. military bases 
agreement will include two important issues, namely, the 
social and economic costs of the military bases’ retention 
in the country, as well as the spread of AIDS. This was 
announced by Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus. 
Review of the agreement will start on 5 April. 


In yesterday’s meeting, the panel also agreed on the 
amount to be demanded in exchange for the use of the 
military bases in the country. Under the present agree- 
ment, the United States pays the Philippines $180 mil- 
lion each year. Last year, the country received a total of 
P406 million. 


In a related development, a visiting German diplomat 
said that the U.S. military bases in the Philippines are 
needed to preserve the balance of power in the Asia- 
Pacific region. However, Helmut Schaeffer. minister of 
state of the German foreign office. admitted at the end of 
his 3-day visit yesterday that invasion by a foreign power 
was also highly possible as a result of the presence of 
foreign bases. According to him. the Philippines will 
have to choose either to remove the military bases and 
face all dangers, or to maintain the bases but lay down 
certain conditions. 


Tolentino Says Bases Pact Must Be Terminated 
BK270508 Manila PNA in English 0449 GMT 
27 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 26 (PNA}— Former Senator 
Arturo Tolentino said the Philippines has no choice but 
to terminate its military bases agreement with the 
United States on Sept. 16, 1991. 
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Tolentino, an acknowledged constitutionalist, told a 
forum recently that the 1987 Constitution makes it 
impossible to extend the 1947 RP [Republic of the 
Philippines]-US Military Bases Agreement beyond 1991. 


Citing a constitutional provision barring nuclear weap- 
ons apparently carried by US air and naval forces in the 
bases, Tolentino said, “It will be very difficult if not 
impossible for the US military forces to operate here.” 


Tolentino suggested that in the review of the bases pact 
which starts on April 5, the Philippine panel should 
notify the US negotiators that the bases agreement ends 
definitely in 1991 and cannot be extended. 


“We should leave it .o the Americans to initiate moves, 
if they desire to keep the bases here. to negotiate a treaty 
under completely new terms,” he said. 


He said that the existing bases pact 1s only an execulive 
agreement, but under the Constitution, foreign bases can 
be allowed only under a formal treaty to be ratified by 
the Philippine and the US Senates. 


Tolentino said that the Philippines should insist that 
negotiations for a treaty start from scratch, completely 
disregarding the present agreement. 


He said that any treaty should contain two essential 
provisions: respect por the nuclear weapons-free man- 
date of the Constitution and payment of rentals for the 
lease of the bases. 


Tolentino said he is certain that the US has nuclear 
weapons in the bases, that the Subic Naval Base is visited 
by vessels with nuclear weapons and that the US nuclear 
submarines have been passing through territorial and 
archipelagic waters. 


Two North Koreans Defectors Granted Refuge 
HK251303 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagaleg 1030 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] Two North Korean defectors who were found 
stowed away in a boat docked at a Manila pier on 19 
March have been granted temporary refuge. Kim Chang- 
hwa and O Song-il will be permitted to travel to South 
Korea. 


The two were discovered to be North Koreans who 
wanted to defect to South Korea. They escaped from 
North Korea on 14 October by swimming to China. 
From there, they boarded the ship **Mariana Lila” on 14 
March and were discovered 4 days later. 
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Aquino To Visit Cotabato City 26 March 
HfK251237 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino wili visit Cotabato 
City tomorrow for talks with local leaders as well as to 
oversee the formation of the Regional Consultative 
Commission [RCC]. Here are details from Zeny Flores: 


[Begin recording] The president will swear into office the 
new RCC commissioners before Peace Commissioner 
Alfredo Bengzon. The president on |! March signed 
Republic Act 6649, entitled The Regional Consultative 
Commission Act of 1988 for the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao. This law stipulates that the objective 
of the RCC is to assist Congress enact an organic act for 
an autonomous region in Muslim Mindanao. The RCC 
was to be convened by the president or her representa- 
tive 15 days after the republic act providing for its 
creation was enacted, and that day is tomorrow, 26 
March. 


So far. 44 nominees out of the 50 names submitted by 
the president have been confirmed by the Commission 
on Appointments. Those already confirmed will hold a 
meeting tomorrow to discuss the issue of Muslim Min- 
danao. The president is also expected to attend the 
meeting. Later, she will confer with local leaders in 
Cotabato. [end recording] 


Vows Autonomy for Muslims 
HK260225 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino leaves today for the 
start of the RCC in Cotabato City. More on this from Art 
Pabellon: 


{Begin recording] Prelident Corazon Aquino leaves this 
morning for Cotabato City for the opening ceremony of 
the RCC. This important event will be held at the Shariff 
Kabunsuan Hall in Cotabato City, where the president 
will address the inaugural convention of the RCC com- 
missioners. 


In a policy statement released yesterday, President 
Aquino’s government is sincerely committed to granting 
the Filipino Muslims real and meaningful autonomy in 
accordance with constitutional processes, a vital point 
which 1s also embodied in the Tripoli Agreement. The 
president also stressed that she is committeed to the 
welfare and development of the Muslim communities in 
the country and that the basic needs of the people of 
Mindanao are also now being corrected through the 
service and action programs which were started this year. 


The president's message to Islamic countries released 
today says that in part, this government is pledged to a 
policy of affirmative action that gives Muslim Filipinos 
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their rightful share of the fruit of develoment But, she 
appeals, we need time to permit the seeds of peace that 
we have planted today to take root and ripen. [end 
recording] 


Text of Speech at RCC Meeting 
HK260543 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in English 
0236 GMT 26 March 1988 


[Speech by President Corazon Aquino at inaugural meet- 
ing of the RCC held at the Shariff Kabunsuan Hall, 
Cotabato City, Maguindanao—live] 


[Text] Secretary Bengzon, Secretary Santos, Chairman 
(Alay), [name indistinct], Vice Governor [name indis- 
tinct], the officers in charge of Cotabato City, Deputy 
Commissioner de Jesus, [words indistinct] members of 
the Regional Consultative Commission [RCC], Your 
Excellencies of the diplomatic corps, members of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives, fellow workers 
in government, distinguished guests, beloved country- 
men [preceding two words in Tagalog]: 


It is graduation time. All over the country, colleges and 
universities are holding graduation ceremonies. This 1s 
perhaps the reason why I feel that I am in a graduation 
ceremony this morning for, in a sense, this is a com- 
mencement exercise, a graduation experience from the 
rigorous process of selection and the start of a new kind 
of political involvement. 


| followed very carefully the testing and trials of the RCC 
nominees immediately after their appointments. No 
other group of public officials has had so rigorous a 
screening as these commissioners. 


The fiyst step was their endorsement by sectoral groups 
for appointment to the RCC. The five candidates thus 
chosen were individually interviewed by a committee 
composed of the Peace Commission and the Mindanao 
Consensus Building Panel. This was the second step 
which, reduced the number of candidates from five to 
three for each district. Their names were then published 
in national and local newspapers. This way, the public at 
large had a chance to give feedback on the candidates. 


On the third step, I stepped in. I studied the files of the 
candidates and then interviewed them myself. I needed 
to consult with all three candidates from each district. 
Only after | had done so did I make my selection. 


The last step was Congress. The Commission on 
Appointments passed carefully upon the qualifications 
of all the nominees. I understand that the commission- 
ers-designate acquitted themselves impeccably before 
the commission. 


I have reviewed the search and selection processes for 
the RCC members in some detail, and would like to 
underscore two key points. First. the process followed 
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the guidelines laid down by the Constitution. And sec- 
ond, the process reflects our committment to the princi- 
ple of popular consultation. In that sense, I believe (?the 
sacred will) [words indistinct] in a democracy. Yet. the 
present-day practices of democracy have not always 
guaranteed respect for all the values that democracy 
seeks to advance and preserve. The first and highest 
value that democracy protects is the people’s free choice. 
Yet democracy in a [words indistinct] has sometimes 
failed to give the people the widest choice of the [word 
indistinct} who could be their leader. 


Wisely, our Constitution has sought to remedy this 
temporary shortcoming by the process that | have out- 
lined. [passage indistinct] 


But the real value of the process [words indistinct] is to 
engage the energies of Communities on issues that 
require them to devise, discuss, and finally converge 
upon a common goal on the spirit of mutual tolerance. 
respect for divergent opinions, and country above self. 


People at the grass roots have to come together to form 
a consensus and we should give them [words indistinct] 
their interests. They have been listening to different, 
sometimes disagreeable points of views, and resolve 
their differences. Indeed. the process provokes the kind 
of active participation in decisionmaking, without which 
elections are a sham and democracy an illusion. 


| have made a great personal investment in this experi- 
ment. It 1s a source of pleasure and pride for me to be 
able to say that I have met and talked with each and 
every one of the commissioners. Let me address my final 
remarks to them. 


You face a difficult and tortuous path. Nobody paid 
much attention to the RCC when it was being organized 
and needed attention and encouragement. Yet now, after 
the painful and time-consuming work we have done, 
those who ignored us now attack us as a threat to the old 
realm of power to which they have become accustomed 
and at which they are expert. 


Let me reassure you that we stand upon the rock of the 
Constitution. Your existence and important roles are 
clearly mandated by it. And with all honest public 
service, the material reward is small. If it isn't, we are 
doing something wrong. No one who joins government 
should expect to have it easy. especially in a country 
which has suffered so much as ours. 


Even now, the forces that nearly destroyed our country 
continue to harass our efforts to rebuild the country and 
give it peace. You are joining me in that struggle. It is 
expected that you will have many different ideas among 
you. But it 1s also expected that in the end, we shall come 
together in one united effort to achieve our common goal 
of progress and peace. Much of your respective sectors 
and communities came together to select you. 
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I sense in all of you a common con:..cn for the protection 
of human rights. a committment for the peaceful resolu- 
tion of conflict, and a common compassion for the 
disadvantaged among our people. You will be the object 
of close and critical scrutiny. You will find that you have 
indeed enemies among those you expect to be your 
enemies. But you will find them also among those who 
help. [sentence as heard] That is part of public service. 


Many will want you to fail, but if you are firmly 
grounded in high principles and remain deepiy rooted in 
your communities, you will prevail. This I promise you, 
for as long as you are true to the people. | sha!l be 
constantly beside you, giving you all the support | can. 


Thank you and good morning. [applause] 


New Military Leaders Named in Reorganization 
HK251141 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 25 Mar 8&8 


[Text] The reorganization of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines has begun in view of the projected retire- 
ment of 40 top military officials who graduated in the 
Philippine Military Academy Class of 1957. 


Constabulary Highway Patrol Group [CHPG] com- 
mander Brigadier General Benjamin Dizon has been 
appointed regional commander of the Southern Tagalog 
Command, while Recom [Regional Command] 4 chiet 
Colonel Evaristo Carino has been named head of the PC 
Criminal Investigations Service. Succeeding Dizon as 
CHPG chief is Colonel Manuel Duran, deputy com- 
mander of the CHPG. 


Meanwhile. reports have indicated that Recom 10 com- 
mander Brigadier General Mariano Adalem 1s favored to 
be the next Philippine Army chief. 


Ramos Interviewed 
HK250701 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Enelish 1430 GMT 24 Mar 88 


“The Week With Velez” television program, hosted by 
Joe Marie Velez. features an interview with Defense 
Secretary Fidel Ramos by Velez and reporter Marites 
Vitug.] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Velez] One of the very 
popular perceptions these days, Mr Secretary, ts that 
some very substantial changes and reforms are taking 
place in the Armed Forces. which many people claim you 
might have resisted when you were chief of staff but 
which you now seem to be influencing as secretary of 
defense. This includes the abolition of the RUC 
[Regional Unified Command], the decentralization, and 
so on. How valid and correct ts this perception”? 
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[Ramos] Well, I think there are some rather substantial 
inaccuracies in those perceptions because, first of all. let 
us look at the beginnings of the Regional U aified Com- 
mands, which were instituted during the time of General 
Ver. I submitted rather vigorous objections to that 
blanket reorganization at that time because | said that 
the insurgency must be viewed tn its actual light. It is not 
uniform throughout the whole country. We have three 
Situations present. First of all. there is the latent type of 
insurgency in many provinces: and there is the incipient, 
which 1s just starting to break out: and then, of course, 
there 1s the very active insurgency. You have to treat all 
these differently. Where it is just potential, the main 
effort there is the civilian local government effort. And 
where it is incipient, the main effort 1s law enforcement 
and the police. But of course you bring in the military to 
break up the active insurgency situation. 


This is exactly the traditional successful classic formula 
of the application of what we call the CPM—the civilian, 
the police, and the military. And so I suggested that 
maybe in three or four regions, the RUC setup would be 
applicable. But in the majority of the regions at that 
time—and this was early 1982, | think—the main effort 
was law enforcement. Because, after all, incipient insur- 
gency 1s really lawlessness, which can still be handled by 
the police authorities. And where it is only potential, | 
think it is the civilian organization that must make the 
main effort. But because a decision was made from 
higher up, we had to break up many of what I called 
ongoing concerns—I think that is a business term—in 
the constabulary, like our PC battalions, and we got the 
individuals to be assigned to the provincial commands. 
So this removed the capability of 12 very effective and 
capable mobile units in the constabulary, one of which 
was a battalion commanded previously by then Colonel 
Renato de Villa, the 61st PC Battalion that fought very 
successfully in Basilan against the MNLF. 


But anyway, that’s all water behind the bridge. [as heard] 
Now, during my time as the chief of staff, again the 
matter of the RUC organization came up. And my 
position then was, well, look, we have a different situa- 
tion now; we are in the middle of trying to balance all our 
forces and capabilities so that we can handle this revo- 
Jutionary situation, this inheritance of the Marcos struc- 
ture in the Armed Forces; the CPP-NPA [Communist 
Party of the Philippines] were starting to be more aggres- 
sive; we still have the MNLF problem: and we have a still 
unstable political situation. So what was needed at that 
time was balancing all of these, keeping the units in the 
field capable, and at the same time being able to help 
nurse the situation so that the new government could 
really become more stable and grow in its new demo- 
cratic environment. 


Now I think it is also on the record that | started the 
gradual reduction of the RUC organization by first 
consolidating all of the four regions in Mindanao into 
one area unified command called the Southern Com- 
mand, under one single commander who was Major 
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General Cesar Tapia. Then the next one was combining 
regions 4 and 5 into the Southern Luzon Command: and 
then later on, regions | and 2, the Northern Buzon 
Command. And so what we were trying to do was to not 
suddenly change the structure of the Armed Forces, 
remove the usual points of contact and liaison between 
the people and the military. and just gradually slide into 
a more efficient setup. 


When I retired as chief of the Armed forces, we were on 
the verge of combining the 3 regions in the Visayas into 
a Visayas Command, or Viscom. And I guess the way 1s 
open for that now. 


{ Velez] Marites [Vitug]. do you have a question for the 
secretary? 


[Vitug] Mrs Aquino said that all intervening layers in the 
bureaucracy or hierarchy in the AFP [Armed Forces of 
the Philippines] must be dismantled. Will this include 
the AUC’s which you just mentioned a while ago—the 
Area Unified Commands? 


[Ramos] No, I don’t think she meant it in that context, 
because she has. during the past 12 months, become very 
familiar with the AUC concept—precisely with the orga- 
nization of the first AUC, which is the Southern Com- 
mand. But what has taken place with the consolidation 
of various RUC’s into one AUC are the following: First, 
we free the personnel in, maybe, one or two or even three 
RUC headquarters to be fielded to the lower units, such 
a division, a brigade, or even a battalion headquarters. 
And so that provides more people for the frontlines. 


Secondly, we have instituted a decentralization of 
authority so that not only operations have been decen- 
tralized through the AUC concept, but even administra- 
tive matters—the disciplinary powers that normally are 
reserved for the chief of staff, or the chief of the major 
service, like the commanding general of the Philippine 
Army—have now been delegated to a lower commander. 
such as an area unified commander. And he is of course 
responsible for operations in his area of responsibility. 


What will be left eventually in GHQ [General Headquar- 
ters} would be military policy planning and logistics 
management of a centralized nature, because we have to 
avail of the economics of scale to get things cheaper for 
the Armed forces, although the area unified commander. 
at his own level, is given enough funds—in fact, substan- 
tial funds—so that if there is something that is needed 
immediately by any unit in his command, he can procure 
that in the ‘ocality. 


The major service commanders—Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Constabulary—retain some _ traditional 
duties, especially in regard to personnel procurement. 
such as enlistment and call-to-active duty, training. 
especially the training of the reserves, and their peculiar 
major service concerns like flying or running a ship. 
fighting on the ground, law enforcement, etc. 
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[Velez] Let me ask you this, Mr Secretary: At the bottom 
of all of this reorganization, does the secretary of 
defense—meaning you now—have more powers now 
with the decentralization of the powers of the chief of 
staff than, let us say. your immediate predecessor. Sec- 
retary Ileto? 


[Ramos] Well, this reorganization of the RUC’s into 
AUC’s really does not affect the secretary of national 
defense. It does affect GHQ and the chief of staff of the 
Armed Forces, which are at the lower level. The secretary 
of national defense functions principally in the following 
manner: First, he is the primary adviser to the president 
on national defense and national security. That is in the 
law. Secondly, he makes sure that—as the civilian super- 
visor of the Armed Forces and the other bureaus in the 
Department of National Defense and on behalf of the 
president—that the principle of civilian authority being 
supreme over the military 1s always respected and fol- 
lowed. Thirdly, the Defense Department takes the pri- 
mary responsibility in regard to proposing legislation 
and following it up: the buildup of the reserve force; the 
development of our self-reliant defense posture; the 
morale, welfare and the discipline of the Armed Forces 
community, including the old and young veterans. And | 
would also like to add that training and education of the 
men and women in uniform is a primary concern of the 
Defense Department. But operations are the responsibil- 
ity of the chief of staff and the major service command- 
ers and the lower commanders. 


[Velez] Are you in the chain of command? 


[Ramos] As secretary of national defense. | am out of the 
chain of command. Under the recent policy reforms, for 
instance. in the revised administrative code and the 
government reorganization plan. the secretary of 
national defense is off to the side. but not directly in the 
chain of command. And this is how I interpreted the 
function of the secretary of national defense. when | was 
the Armed Forces chief of staff. 


[Velez] Now that you're secretary of defense. do you like 
that setup? 


[Ramos] Well. I maintain. I've been consistent in imple- 
menting that setup because it’s very clear... 


[ Velez, interrupting] Would you like to see a change in 
it? If | remember correctly. this was the Marcos amend- 
ment, wasn't it? In other words. originally the secretary 
of defense was in the chain of command. and then when 
Mr Marcos apparently got unhappy with Ponce Enrile. 
or got very happy with Gen Ver. he somehow shunted 
the secretary of defense and put him aside. and so the 
chain of command went from the president to the chief 
of staff. This is what you inherited. But now that you're 
the secretary of defense. I'm asking... 
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{Ramos, interrupting] Well, I'm telling you. Joe Marie 
[Velez]. in all of the very critical situations which con- 
fronted our country. arising Out of military misbehay- 
iour by a small group since February 1956 up to August 
and maybe October and November 1987.1 have always 
been consistent in saying that there is no other chain of 
command other than that which passes from the com- 
mander in chief. the president. down to the chief of staff, 
and down to the commanders in the field. And I am still 
respecting that concept and that principle. 


You might remember that one of the key elements that 
was contributory to our successfully preventing a bloody 
coup attempt that could have led to civil war in Novem- 
ber 1986 was my order as chief of staff to our command- 
ers in the field that no one should obey any orders 
emanating from the secretary of national defense or his 
assistants, including a certain colonel. And | am still 
faithful to that principle. and | maintain that we leave 
the conduct of operations to those who are in uniform 
under the commander in chief. But the civilian author- 
ity, the secretary of defense. who 1s supervising the 
Armed Forces, must do his job as the general supervisor 
of the management and administration of the armed 
forces. which includes discipline. 


[Velez] So what you are saying 1s that in terms of the 
chain of command. the only civilian able to exert direct 
control and influence over the general staff. including the 
chief of staff, would be the president. There are no other 
civilian... 


[Ramos, interrupting] If you are talking of control, yes, it 
is the commander-in-chief. But if you're talking about 
influence. certainly the secretary of national defense also 
exerts a lot of influence—but not control—to the extent 
of countermanding the orders of the chief of staff. That's 
the way I look at my job now. 


[Velez] So actually the secretary of national defense 
operates not directly on the Armed Forces but through 
the president. through advice and recommendation” 


[Ramos] No, I do not go up to the president and ask her 
lo accept my advice. and then she orders the Armed 
Forces. No. I can issue directives to the chief of staff in 
regard to discipline. investigation of. say. human rights’ 
violations, and in regards to organization even. because 
any set-up that the chief of staff will want to implement 
for the Armed Forces. if this 1s to be embodied in an 
Armed Forces circular. must still be approved by the 
secretary of national defense. 


Now. operations ts entirely the business of the chief of 
staff. however. these operations must be within the 
approved policies of the Department of National 
Defense, which are based in the law and also based on 
the guidelines of the commander in chief herself. So we 
monitor operations. and if some of them might be a little 
out of hand because they may not be in accordance with 
the law or the constitution, then we speak out. We say: 
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You should change this, we should revise that. So to that 
extent, we do exert influence. But we do not say, hey you 
guys, you attack that field, you capture that guy, you 
conduct this operation againsi that town or this target. 
No, we do not interfere in that kind of thing. 


[Velez] Mr Secretary, | hope you don’: niund if we're a 
little bit persistent on this, but it is too interesting a topic 
to let go. If this were a West Point class or a PMA 
{Philippine Military Academy] class—this is hypotheti- 
cal and you are not secretary of defense—what is the 
ideal situation? Shouldn’t the secretary of defense be in 
the chain of command? For instance, if | may pursue this 
argument, if the chief of staff is a bureau director, as 
claimed in that presentation before the Commission on 
Appointments, and you are the department secretary, 
why shouldn't he be operating under the secretary, since 
the position of chief of staff, according to the palace, is 
equivalent to that of a bureau director, and you are the 
secretary? 


[Ramos] This is not an ordinary bureau, and neither is it 
an ordinary department. This bureau we’re talking about 
is the biggest bureau in the whole bureaucracy, bigger 
even than, I would say, 75 percent of the department. 


[Velez] Right, that makes you a big secretary. [laughter] 
Why should there be a small secretary in a big bureau? 
What I'm saying is that, as secretary of defense, are you 
not the alter ego of the president, who is the commander 
in chief and, therefore, acting for and on her behalf, you 
must be in the chain of command! 


{Ramos} No, I am her alter ego other than exercising 
command over the troops [as heard]. That is the way | 
understand my duty as secretary of national defense, and 
that is how I treated, in my modest opinion then, the role 
of the secretary of national defense when I was the chief 
of staff. In other words, | am being consistent. I am not 
trying to take advantage of the situation; and this is the 
perception, the correct perception, that I would really 
like to bring out because many people think that Ramos 
is there now and he is in a position now to expand his 
hold on power and influence... 


[Velez, interrupting] Yeah. to bring down the chief of 
staff and bring up the secretary... 


{Ramos, interrupting] And not only the military but also 
the entire defense establishment put under his thumb. 
To tell you frankly, I don’t believe in that. I see my role 
now %s the secretary of national defense in that we must 
attain a higher degree of stability in government and in 
our society, let’s say, for the next 2 years, because that 
may be the period needed for our economic programs to 
really take off. And any misconception by the people of 
the role of the secretary of defense and the chief of staff 
collaborating with each other to achieve this stability is 
going to lead to insecurity and greater instability, 
because they might think that this combination is so 
powerful that somebody might grab power. 
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| don’t play the game that way, and | think my record is 
consistent regarding that. There are a lot of guys who 
would have wanted to be in that kind of a favorable 
position. In fact there are even civilian leaders who are 
more militaristic in their thinking and their attitudes 
than the professional military men themselves. On the 
other hand, there are many professional military leaders 
and commanders who subscribe more strongly to the 
principle of civilian authority over the military than 
civilian leaders themselves. And I would like to classify 
myself in that latter category. 


[Velez] Mr Secretary, if you have no participation or 
involvement in the operations, then you have no stake 
basically as secretary in the success or failure of operations. 


[Ramos] No, no, | think you have misconstrued that. I 
do have a very keen interest in operations. But I do not 
try to interfere with the actual conduct of the operations. 
In the military profession, this 1s something that we try 
to observe very, very faithfully. For instance, when a 
lower commander, a subordinate, is given a mission, let 
it end there. So that subordinate commander must figure 
out how to do the mission. But then the higher author- 
ity—in my case, as secretary of defense—must provide 
all the support we can to that lower commander so that 
he can accomplish his mission. The objective to perform 
that mission, to fulfill that objective, should be given by 
the higher authority. In my case, we set targets for the 
Armed Forces; but how to do it must be left to the 
military commanders. 


It’s just like in the corporate world where, when you 
assign a corporate objective to be attained by that 
particular portion of the organization, you let the guy do 
it. Do not interfere with every little detail that must be 
attended to. This is the way | look at my job. [passage 
omitted] 


[Vitug] Ti.is 1s the most often asked question: Is the 
military winning the war against the insurgents? The 
Pentagon has recently assessed that there is a recent 
decline in activity of the CPP [Communist Party of the 
Philippines]-NPA. But the assessment of other people is 
that the military can only beat the NPA through special, 
or elite, units, not through regular troops, who lack the 
morale and lack the spirit to fight. 


[Ramos] You know, sometimes there are so many self- 
styled experts. I'm not trying to say... 


[Vitug. interrupting] The Pentagon? 


[Ramos] Neither here nor there. And the perceptions 
differ so much about this very broad problem that we 
alllend up like the seven blind men trying to describe an 
elephant. They're all correct, but then they do not cover 
the subject accurately and comprehensively. But I think 
you must understand that the insurgency problem con- 
sists of so many components, and the military 1s just one 
of them. But the basic things, to me, are really political 
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and socio-economic in nature, because the insurgency 
arises Out of poverty, injustice, ignorance, even graft and 
corruption, and some other longstanding conditions that 
have not been corrected in the past. 


The military aspect is a manifestation of all of this. So 
when we apply our resources to the problem, of course 
we ¢% all out with the military. But then there must be 
that attendant action also on the part of the political 
leadership, the socioeconomic planners, etc. Now, for 
the first time during the last 24 months, the various 
components are, I think, in place, with the election of the 
local government officials. Why? Because it is the may- 
ors and the governors who must be in the forefront of the 
political action, under the policy guidelines of the 
national leadership. 


Sometimes I'm criticized for saying this all the time. 
They think I am talking like a politician. No. We can 
only be successful in finally eliminating the insurgency if 
we attend to all of these root causts simultaneously and 
in an integrated manner. And I think now, in 1988, we 
have the beginnings of that total system on the ground. 
Of course the performance of the new components still 
has to be supervised, and we must assure ourselves that 
they will be effective. 4 
[Vitug] Is there some impatience in the military about 
the delay in the delivery of services from civilian gov- 
ernment? I think some soldiers keep complaining about 
the absence of civilian government in areas where they 
operate. 


|Ramos] Well, I don’t the impatience is so much that it 
is an issue that is significant. But indeed, during the past 
several months, the military had to bear the brunt, to 
take up the slack where the effort by other sectors was 
missing or inadequate. But now the systems are in place, 
and | think government can really go all out and simul- 
taneously carry out these integrated programs. [passage 
omitted] 


President Aquino Addresses State Prosecutors 
HK250447 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in English 
0213 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Speech by President Aquino at the Manila Hotel Ball- 
room on the occasion of the first national convention 
seminar of the National Prosecutors League of the Phil- 
ippines—live] 


[Text] Secretary Sedfrey Ordonez. Honorable Artemio 
Sotero, Honorable Mauro Castro, Senator Neptal: Gon- 
zales, honorable members of the House of Representa- 
tives, officers and members of the National Prosecutors 
League of the Philippines, fellow workers in government, 
honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. 


Here, finally, is an audience I am not going to upgrade. 
And so far as I know, here is an audience that has 
nothing or little to criticize me for. Usually in preparing 
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for a speech before an agency of government, I get a long 
list of requirements and complaints, but not from jus- 
tice. The national prosecutors already enjoy the respect- 
able increase in salaries that I mandated to improve 
morale and performance in government. We shall study 
measures to equalize your retirement and other benefits 
with those enjoyed by the judiciary. | am directing the 
secretary of justice to submit his recommendations to me 
as soon as possible. 


What pleases me, as | said earlier, is that I am before 
achievers, before a self-disciplined organization that has 
put itself into trim fighting form. You have purged your 
ranks of the unfit and, by dedicating yourselves single- 
mindedly to your mission, have greatly speeded up the 
disposition of the cases brought before you. I congratu- 
late you. 


Reforms in the bureaucracy have reduced your jurisdic- 
tion somewhat. The various agencies with special juris- 
dictions, like the military courts, the Tanodbayan 
[ombudsman], the PCGG [Presidential Commission on 
Good Government], have removed your former jurisdic- 
tion over abusive military znd police, crooked public 
officials, and cronies. What has been left to you, howev- 
er, is far from modest. For what we need for you to do is 
protect and vindicate the rights of a little less than the 58 
million Filipinos who are honest and law-abiding. This 
may not seem as glamorous as what the others are doing. 
But it is more important, as I had occasion to point out 
at last month’s convention on constitutionalism. There I 
said that my first concern and duty is to do justice to the 
ordinary citizen. I said that if we failed in this, if justice 
fails for the vast majority of Filipinos, then we can 
expect the end of order in society as we cherish it. We 
can fail in almost anything, in the economy, in health, in 
education. But we cannot fail to do justice to every man. 
A man who is poor might blame his own lack of diligence 
or his hard luck for his hardships. A man who is ill might 
accept that the human body is not perfect. And a man 
who Is ignorant may not know better. But a man who is 
abused in his inalienable rights, a man who is maltreated 
by another, who is hurt or robbed, will demand justice. 
And if he is killed, his blood will cry out for it, whether 
he is poor, or sick, or ignorant. For the sense of justice is 
implanted by God wn all of us. It is this sense of justice 
and its embodiment in the laws of the land that fall 
under the protecting hand of the prosecutor. I promise 
the judges to do all I can to assist them in their task. I 
now extend the same promise to you. 


I order the study to be prepared for a massive court 
house building program to give justice worthy houses 
throughout our land. Buildings that will improve effi- 
ciency in the administration and lend that noble aspect 
of dignity it deserves. I now extend this program to 
include facilities for the prosecutorial arm of govern- 
ment. I should make myself clear on this matter. The 
budget for this building program is not meant to come 
from the budget of the justice department. That is why | 
instructed the secretary of the budget to sit with the 
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secretary of justice, to discuss with the chiet justice of the 
Supreme Court the creation of joint executive judiciary 
committee that will oversee the program. | am now 
awalling a response to that directive. 


We take note also of a suggestion to establish aprosecu- 
torial academy, to train lawyers in the special art of 
prosecutors, and ask the secretary of justice to prepare a 
recommendation on the matter. May I congratulate you 
again on your performance. Much remains to be done of 
course. Please apprise me of all your requirements. Your 
accomplishments thus far, despite limited resources, 
encourages government to extend every help it can. 
Thank you and good morning. 


Thailand 


Spokesman on Readiness for Lao Border Talks 
BK 260748 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
000 GMT 26 Mar 88 


i Text] According to Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot 
(hawanawirat, Thailand remains ready to negotiate 
with Laos on the basis of justice. In the next round of 
talks, we must evaluate whether Laos makes a major 
departure from its present attitude and must ensure 
cooperation from the Thai agencies concerned, because 
progress will be difficult to achieve if negotiations con- 
tinue in the same way as previously. 


Sarot said the Thai delegation has explored ways to 
effectively solve the dispute, and for this purpose, new 
committees could be formed after a framework has been 
established for them. In fact, the border between the two 
countries already exists, as stipulated by the French- 
Siamese Treaty of 1907. Therefore, a technical commit- 
tee dealing with the map and legal aspects can be formed 
right away, which was the reason why the Thai side 
proposed its formation. The joint committees at the 
national and local levels were proposed in accordance 
with the joint communique reached by the Thai and Lao 
prime ministers in 1979. These committees will be useful 
for increased bilateral cooperation. Thailand has always 
respected the treaty and its appendix. 


Asked if the border dispute will be brought to the World 
Court, Sarot said negotiations for settlement of the 
dispute have not reached a stalemate and, therefore, it is 
not necessary to bring it up to the World Court at this 
uume. 


Commentary Defends Spokesman 
BK250828 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1S00 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[“Special Report”: “False Accusation of Thai Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman”’] 


{ Text] Dear Listeners: On evening of 22 March, Laotian 
radio broadcast in Vientiane criticized the role of Thai 
Foreign Ministrg spokesman Sarot Chawanawirat, one 
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of the Thai delegates to Laos for talks on 17-18 March. 
Laos’ radio accused the Thai spokeman’s role as not 
being appropriate for a diplomat. The Laotian allega- 
tions were unreasonable. In fact, the Thai spokesman, 
Sarot Chawanawirat, had done the correct thing as a 
diplomat (?while) abiding to the etiquette of diplomacy. 
We all are aware of the good diplomat’s role, which is 
primarily to protect the national interest. 


During the second round of Thai-Laotian talks in Vien- 
tiane, the delegations of the two countries had agreed to 
issue a joint press statement by Thai-Laotian spokes- 
men. But after the talks, which had ended without 
resulting in any productive progress in concluding the 
Thai-Laotian border conflict, Mr Phanthong Phomma- 
hasai, acting director general of Laotian Information 
Department, who was then Laotian Foreign Ministry 
spokeman, began the joint press statement by himself. 
He failed to wait for the Thai spokesman, as etiquette 
required in an announcement of an official statement. So 
the Thai Foreign Ministry spokesman had to immedi- 
ately protest his Laotian counterpart from issuing a 
single press statement by the Lao side, since this may 
create a misunderstanding among others that the press 
statement was a joint statement of the two countries. 


The statement that Laotian spokesman would have read 
might have contained certain phrases which the Thai 
side did not agree. That was why when the Laotian 
Foreign Minister [as heard] finished speaking, the Thai 
Foreign Ministry spokesman had firmly insisted that 
what Mr Phanthong had said was not the joint press 
statement, but rather it was merely the Laotian side’s 
statement. Asa result, the 17 to 19 March [date as heard] 
Thai-Laotian talks had no joint statement at all. And in 
the meeting between the two sides, Thai and Laotian 
negotiators did not find a conclusion to the talks since 
there remained some difficulties in the procedure to 
solve the problem of Ban Romklao village. However, 
after the protest by the Thai Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man, Mr Phanthong, the Laotian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, had apologized to Mr Sarot and explained to 
him that it had been a misunderstanding. The incident 
should have ended there and be forgotten with. Instead 
Laos’ radio, the official voice of Laos, revived the issue 
in an ugly manner. In truth, Mr Sarot Chawanawirat, the 
Thai spokesman, had performed honorably within the 
framework of diplomatic etiquette in the protection of 
his country’s national interest. 


Dear listeners, since the beginning of the Thai-Lao 
conflict, as provoked by the Ban Romklao incident, the 
Thai side had executed policies that eased the tension, 
enabling, to the extent, the initiation of talks as occurred 
through the military delegates of both the Laotian and 
Thai sides. The talks between the respective military 
delegates ended a temporary military confrontation, 
leading to talks at the governmental level. The Thai 
Government has always maintained a policy to create 
fraternal relations with Laos throughout in a sincere 
desire for the Laotian and Thai people to live together 
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peacefully side by side. It is especially the desire of the 
Thai people to make the Mekong River a peaceful place 
once again for both of our people. Unfortunately, a 
certain group of leftist Laotian leaders have tarnished 
the sincere intention of actions of Thailand without any 
valid reason, creating a falsehood of Thai people for their 
own propaganda purposes. As a result, the Thai side’s 
good intention failed to be a building block promoting a 
return to amiable relations. The Laotian leaders have 
continued to conveniently ignore the truth, while taking 
every available opportunity to create hostility. This is 
evident for their most unconventional action on the very 
last day of the negotiations in Vientiane last Friday. The 
Laotian leaders, diplomatic practice would simply have 
been unacceptable by any other country. [sentence as 
heard] 


It should be repeated once again that the Thai Govern- 
ment is always ready to embrace a peace initiative with 
Laos, no matter how long it would take. Indeed, the 
world itself will be the judge of which side is sincere and 
which side merely intends to propagate. [as heard] This 
becomes even more evident as the Lao radio has 
reported that on 23 March the Thai ambassador in 
Vientiane was called by the Laotian Government to be 
confirmed [as heard] of the Laotian intention to unrea- 
sonably remain on the previous stance and that is, it 
refuses to accept the Thai proposal. If the Lao radio 
report is correct, then it lends support to the insincerity 
of the Laotian side. 


Concerning Lao radio’s unfair criticism of the Thai 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Mr Sarot Chawanawirat, 
in a news conference replied that he encourages Laos to 
speak up openly to create the [words indistinct] of its 
process of thinking. After all, those words reflect the 
intention and the will of the Laotian side. Mr Sarot said 
he did not know why Laos was so critical of him; he has 
duty to protect the national interest and his role in 
Vientiane during | 7-18 March meeting were his duty. If 
the Laotian side had not violated basic diplomatic prac- 
tices, he would not have needed to protest Mr Phanthong 
in the press statement. 


Dear listeners, now we hope you all will understand 
thoroughly the incident and you can make up your mind 
who was right and who was wrong. We would like to 
confirm to you that the Thai Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man, Mr Sarot Chawanawirat, had done his duty honor- 
ably in preventing Thailand’s interests from being 
exploited. In any case, we need to bear in mind that the 
Laotian criticism of Mr Sarot’s role was merely 
expressed by a certain narrow minded group of Laotian 
leaders. 


Countertrade Deals Negotiated With Laos 


Company Signs 5-Year Contract 
BK240200 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Mar 88 pp 13, 28 


[Text] Bunsawat and Friends (B & F) Co has entered a 
300-million-baht countertrade agreement with Laos to 
buy teak, pradoo and yang [rubber tree] logs from Laos’ 
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Huai Sai-Borkaew districts in exchange for several other 
types of logs and other goods. 


The five-year contract was signed on March 18 by the 
company’s executives and senior Laotian officials, B & F 
managing director Bunsawat Duangchai-ek told the 
BUSINESS POST yesterday. 


It was agreed that Laos would supply 100,000 cubic 
metres annually, at an average rate of 3,000 baht per 
cubic metre or a total cost of about 300 million baht. 


The contract with Laos was signed only days before B & 
F entered an agreement with Burma to buy 8,822 tons of 
teak logs at a price of 4,009 baht per ton. The agreement 
with Burma was signed on March 21. 


The contract signing between B & F and Laos took place 
only a few days after another Thai firm, Friendship Agro 
Industry & Trading, reached a tentative agreement with 
Laos to invest about 1,000 million baht in five projects 
in that country. 


Mr Bunsawat said the trade between his company and 
Laos would be transacted in US dollars, with the 
exchange rate between the greenback and Laotian kip 
calculated on a transaction-by-transaction basis. 


He said it was also agreed that the products sold by the 
company to Laos must not be included on the list of 61 
sensitive items banned by the Army. 


“Before the transactions can go ahead, we must ask 
permission from the Commerce Ministry,” he said. 
“Most of the products we plan to sell are consumer 
products and garments.” 


B & F and the Laotian Government plan to exchange the 
goods under the agreement in Chiang Rai’s Chiang 
Khong District and the Tha Sadet District of Nong Khai. 


Mr Bunsawat claimed the agreement was an historic one 
between the two countries, and would be the first of 
other commercial deals between the two countries. 


He said some of the logs purchased by Laos would be sold on 
the domestic market, but most would be exported. 


He said another Thai firm, Chit Songsaeng Co, chaired 
by Wichit Angphaiboon, had also approached the Lao- 
tian Government for a similar contract. 


Joint Ventures Agreement Reached 
BK250203 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Mar 88 p 15 


[Text] Friendship Agro Industry & Trading Co, a joint 
venture of leading business firms and ex-Cabinet mem- 
bers, has reached tentative agreement on four trade deals 
with Laotian agencies, according to board member Dr At 
Taolanon. 
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He said yesterday that the agreement was reached in 
principle during a recent visit to Laos by a 15-member 
Thai mission which he headed. 


Dr At—also vice president of the C.P. Group, a leading 
agro-industrial concern—said the first agreement will see 
three Laotian agencies buying various types of products 
from C.P. Group, including animal feed, breeding stock, 
maize, sorghum and soybean seeds for plantation. 


C.P. Group will also advise Laotian officials on ways to 
develop Laos’ livestock industry and improve produc- 
tion of animal feed, he said. 


“So far we have learned that Laotian agencies want to 
buy 5,000 breeding chickens a week, 1,500 poultry 
chickens and 1,000 meat chickens,” he said. 


Dr At said the second agreement involves Siam Castor 
Oil Co helping Laos plant castor seed on 100,000 rai of 
land over five years. The project will yield about 10,000 
tons of castor seed to be imported into Thailand. 


Under the third agreement, Laos will purchase Thai 
plastic injection moulds and receive advice from Sithep- 
thai Co on production of plasticware, he said. 


In the fourth project, the Laotian Government wants 
Thailand to help conduct a feasibility study on promot- 
ing tourism in Laos, Dr At said. 


Further negotiations are to be held before the four 
projects can be finalised. 


Dr At also said Laos was currently considering a new 
investment law that would bring in more investments 
into the country. 


Official on U.S. Postponing GSP Decision 
BK280825 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
28 Mar 88 p 1, 20 


[Excerpt] Speaking to NAEO NA, Danai Dulalampha, 
director general of the Foreign Ministry Economic 
Department, said he has learned that the United States 
has postponed a decision on the General System of 
Preferences [GSP] for Thailand from | April—which 
would be effective on | July—to the end of 1988 to take 
into account the Thai Government's protection of U.S. 
patents. Danai said: “The United States has set 15 
December as the date for a GSP decision. The purpose of 
the postponement is for Thailand to amend the patent 
law. The United States has been pleased with Thai action 
on the copyright issue.” 


According to Danai, the postponement of a U.S. GSP 
decision for Thailand will allow Thailand to retain its 
current GSP status, which was awarded to it by the 
United States in 1986. The Thai requests to GSP for new 
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products have not been considered, nor have the U.S. 
manufacturers’ requests for cuts in GSP of Thai prod- 
ucts. As a result, there will be no effect on Thailand for 


the time being. 


Danai said the U.S. request for Thai protection of U.S. 
patents was made during the February visit to the United 
States by Arun Phanuphong, minister attached to the 
Prime Minister’s Office. However, the United States 
only recently postponed a decision on GSP. 


Danai said the Commerce Ministry is charged with the 
patents issue. However, he said because Thailand is a 
poor country, patents, unlike copyrights, affect the entire 
population. The effects of copyrights on the population 
are not as obvious. For this reason, he thinks it will be 
much more difficult to amend the patent law. 


The Foreign Ministry claimed during the government’s 
campaign to amend the copyright law for protection of 
U.S. copyrights that an amendment would benefit Thai 
exports because the United States would give GSP 
privileges in exchange. As it happens, the reverse is the 
case because the United States now wants protection of 
patents as well. [passage omitted] 


Daily Acknowledges, Praises U.S. Assistance 
BK250201 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Mar 88 p 6 


{Editorial: ‘“‘Let’s Hear Praise If the U.S. Deserves It’’] 


[Text] In recent years, trade problems have caused 
friction and strains in Thai-US bilateral ties which have 
prompted stern and stinging criticism from many sectors 
in Thailand. These problems are certain to continue as 
both sides try to adjust to this changing trade relation- 
ship resulting from Washington’s attempt to grapple 
with its huge trade deficit. 


Trade controversies such as the US Farm Act have 
emerged and subsided while other issues, such as the US 
call for protection of copyrights and pharmaceutical 
patents, remain as contentious issues likely to come to a 
head in the near future. Thailand has realised from these 
recent developments, that it must work the system, 
focussing its efforts more on the US Congress rather than 
the Administration. 


One area of the 150-year-old relationship between the 
“Eagle and the Elephant’ which remains close and 
deserves credit and praise" © ™;''t~ changes due to inter- 
national and regional « .cum: .nces, is US military 
assistance to Thailand. In it | ast two years, despite 
continued pressure to cut back on defence assistance 
globally, the US Administration has tried its best to 
ensure that Thailand is affected as little as possible by 
these cuts. 
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Even though Thailand received no Foreign Military 
Sales (FMS) credits last year, the US gave $50 million in 
direct aid. This year, Thailand received $20 million in 
direct aid and $23 million in FMS credits. Thailand’s 
military programmes will continue while about 30 other 
countries will have their programmes eliminated. 


A more recent example of US readiness to come to 
Thailand’s aid was demonstrated during the Ban Romk- 
lao incident. As Thai troops were locked in battle with 
the Laotians, the US was the only ally which came out 
publicly in support of Thailand. What was not known 
until late last week, was that the US had rushed military 
supplies, mostly ammunition, to Thai troops towards the 
end of the fighting even though it was not a “nation- 
threatening contingency.” 


Although the amount supplied can be described as 
amounting to “‘a lot,” it could not be considered as being 
critical to the outcome of the conflict. What is important 
in this symbolic gesture, however, is that the US is 
prepared to assist and facilitate speedier access to crucial 
supplies, if asked even though such a move places in 
jeopardy Washington’s attempts to make headway with 
Vientiane over the resolution of MIAs in Laos, a high- 
priority issue for the US. 


Despite these repercussions, the US State Department 
yesterday came out with another statement of support 
for the Thai peace proposals. Other US Administration 
officials reaffirmed that the US “would continue” to 
discharge its treaty obligations with Thailand. 


While Thais will surely continue to be critical of the US 
in other areas of the evolving Thai-US relationship, we 
should give credit and express appreciation when and 
where it is due. 


U.S. Cambodian Policy Called ‘Lukewarm’ 
BK250045 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Mar 88 p 8 


[Article by Kawi Chongkitthawon: “‘Thailand Is Fed up 
With Lukewarm American Policy on Kampuchea’’] 


[Text] It is customary for an ambassador to say some- 
thing his government really wants to say during the last 
hours of his assignment. It was not surprising, then, to 
hear in Washington recently the out-going Thai Ambas- 
sador to the US, Asa Sarasin, urge the US to do more to 
solve the 9-year-old Kampuchean problem. 


If that was the real message from Thailand all along, why 
did Asa say it out loud sooner? [sentence as published] 
The answer is simple: Thailand is fed up with the 
lukewarm US policy toward Southeast Asia. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Foreign Ministry officials said it is about time for 
Washington to take a fresh look at Southeast Asia, 
especially on key regional problems that influence peace 
and stability in the region. The Kampuchean conflict is 
one such problem. 


So far, Washington has merely reiterated that its princi- 
pal policy on Kampuchea is to follow the ASEAN lead. 
The US has done so for the past 9 years. A US diplomat 
here said that the US does not really want to make 
Kampuchea a direct issue between the US and Vietnam. 
With that very much in mind, Washington keeps a low 
profile. Its annual contribution of about $5 million of aid 
to non-communist Khmer resistance forces is peanuts 
when compared with the aid the US has been given to 
contras and the Afghan Mujahidin. 


When senior US officials passed through Thailand sev- 
eral times last year, they would always praise Thailand’s 
firm position on Kampuchea and kept repeating that the 
US would follow the ASEAN lead. 


Thai frustration [subhead] 


Thailand’s frustration with the inactive US political role 
in this region was clearly demonstrated by Prime Minis- 
ter Prem Tinsulanon recently. He had to phone Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan to remind him to bring up Kampu- 
chea with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev during the 
Washington summit last December. 


Prem was afraid that Reagan would only concentrate on 
the Afghan way when he and Gorbachev discussed 
regional issues. 


After all these years, it is really pathetic to see Prem 
trying to push the US to step up its effort in solving the 
Kampuchean conflict. The Foreign Ministry failed to 
convince Washington that it is in the US strategic 
interest to help resolve the Kampuchean conflict as soon 
as possible. The US would give lip service to the need to 
resolve the conflict, but it has not taken any initiative to 
bring about a solution. 


In the past few years, Prem has asked other world 
leaders, including British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, to 
raise the Kampuchean issue with the Soviet leaders. 


Prem will soon have a direct opportunity to bring up the 
issue with Soviet leaders, including Gorbachev, during 
his six-day visit to the Soviet Union. Prem is scheduled 
to leave for Moscow on May 16. Moscow is the only 
major foreign capital that Prem has not yet visited. 


He will present Thailand’s case on Kampuchea and 
underline the need to resolve the conflict. Anatoliy 
Volkov, the Soviet Ambassador to Thailand, said in a 
recent interview that Prem’s discussion with Soviet 
leaders will include a constructive exchange of views of 
the Kampuchean issue. 
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Trade Is the Main US Concern [subhead] 


Bangkok has tried to urge Washington to demonstrate to 
the rest of the world a strong US desire to safeguard the 
stability, freedom and prosperity of non-communist 
countries in Southeast Asia. But the US main concern in 
Southeast Asia during recent years was over trade and 
intellectual property. 


At the same time, Thailand’s frustration with the passive 
US political role has been aggravated by US insensibility 
to Thailand’s mounting economic and refugee problems, 
not to mention the unresolved lintel controversy. 


Fortunately, Washington is highly likely to postpone the 
evaluation of tariff privilege to Thailand under the 
Generalized System of Preference after a successful 
negotiation last month in Washington between PM’s 
[Prime Minister] Office Minister Arun Phanuphong and 
US Trade Secretary Clayton Yeutter. 


Like it or not, the US way of compartmentalizing trade 
issues and long-term security and strategic interest will 
have far-reaching impact on countries in the region. 


The Prem government has to face serious uncertainties 
when dealing with US trade pressures. The government 
was under fire last year when it tried to push through a 
copyright amendment to protect US intellectual prop- 
erty rights. Now the US is after protection for American 
pharmaceutical patents. 


The US government should not treat the Thai govern- 
ment’s effort to protect US economic interests here as 
merely a Thai domestic issue. The Thai-US economic 
friction is not simply a squabble over bilateral trade. It is 
a matter of life and death to the Thais. 


The trade friction with US and its inactive political role 
has forced Thailand to review its policy toward the US, 
which is traditionally the closest ally and patron power of 
Thailand. 


Without doubt, unsolved trade disputes between Thai- 
land and the US will weaken the relations, no matter how 
strong their political relations may be. Washington can- 
not dismiss this problem since the trade friction has 
important consequences upon internal political stability 
in Thailand. 


An Increased US Political Presence [subhead] 


Most Thai leaders would want to see the US reassert its 
political presence in Southeast Asia. But the US is 
content with merely pointing out that there is a danger in 
the Soviet military expansion in Southeast Asia. Wash- 
ington should do something more concrete, they con- 
tend, especially on Kampuchea. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


When Asa said the US should give the same weight to the 
Kampuchean issue as it has given to the Afghan problem, 
he expressed not only the Thai view but those of ASEAN 
as well. 


Simply put, the US Southeast Asian policy still lacks 
direction. Unlike the US, the Soviet Union, since the 
Gorbachev’s 1986 speech in Vladivostok, has gained a 
greater political and economic foothold in Asia and 
Pacific. 


What has the US government contributed to the region 
during the most active Soviet diplomatic offensive? 
Nothing except more trade conflicts and headaches. 


It is ironic that the US has not responded to the 
increasing Soviet influence in Southeast Asia. Even 
Vietnam has begun to avoid the policy of confrontation 
and turned to economic reforms. While the US is talking 
tough with Thailand, as well as with ASEAN, on trade 
protectionism, the Soviet Union is strengthening its 
trade and economic links with Thailand and ASEAN. 


Washington’s lukewarm position appears connected to 
inability to perceive changes in the real term in the 
region and to readjust its policy accordingly. 


In fact, Thailand’s call for active US political role in 
Southeast Asia, particularly on Kampuchea, is designed 
to dilute the growing apprehension over the trade con- 
flict with the US. The on-going effort by Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk to find a peaceful solution to the Kam- 
puchean problem by holding talks with Premier Hun Sen 
of the Vietnamese-backed government in Phnom Penh 
should provide a stepping stone for Washington to 
regain stature in the region. 


Although the Soviets have not made any concession the 
Kampuchean conflict, they have put the US on the 
defensive. [sentence as published] Thailand now recog- 
nizes the role of Moscow in resolving the Kampuchean 
conflict. Bangkok will look toward the Soviets for help in 
ending the Kampuchean conflict, though with a guarded 
suspicion. That is in itself a big achievement for the 
Soviets. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila will be in Washington 
next month. He will meet President Reagan and Secre- 
tary of State George Shultz. He would certainly urge 
Washington to help settle the Kampuchean problem. 
This will be the US opportunity to demonstrate its 
determination to play a constructive political role. 


It should be clear to the US by now that it cannot heckle 
from the sideline anymore. 
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Bangladesh President Arrives for Visit 
BK281125 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in That 
1030 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Bangladesh President Hussain Mohammad 
Ershad and his wife arrived in Bangkok this afternoon to 
visit Thailand as guests of their majesties the king and 
queen from 28 to 31 March to further strengthen Thai- 
Bangladesh relations. The Bangladesh president arrived 
at the Royal Thai Air Force airport at 1500 today where 
a welcoming ceremony was held for him. He is scheduled 
to proceed to Bangkok for a ceremony in which he will be 
given a key to the city. He will then proceed to Barom 
Phiman Palace where he will stay during the visit. 


On the first day of his visit, the Bangladesh president and 
his wife will call on their majesties the king and queen, 
and that evening they will be given a dinner in their 
honor by the king and queen. According to his itinerary, 
the Bangladesh president will hold official consultations 
with Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon at Gov- 
ernment House on 30 March. 


GSP Status Being Used by Taiwanese Investors 
BK250129 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Mar 88 p 13 


[Excerpts] Local furniture manufacturers are opposing 
the influx of foreign investors into their industry, partic- 
ularly the Taiwanese, who want to make use of Thai- 
land’s status under the Generalized System of Prefer- 
ences (GSP). 


According to Kitti Trakansakdikun, chairman of the 
Furniture Industry Club of the Federation of Thai Indus- 
tries, foreign furniture makers want to use the GSP 
status rather than transfer technology to local partners. 


He also urged the Board of Investment to restrict the 
granting of promotional privileges to foreign investors 
who can hurt local manufacturers. Kitti pointed at the 
large influx of Taiwanese investors who want to set up 
furniture factories here, despite the existence of more 
than 100 local producers. [passage omitted] 


Suthi Suphawathanakun, managing director of Siam 
International Service Co Ltd, said that Taiwanese firms 
have been taking advantage of Thailand because they 
have not transferred technology to local partners. 


“They just want to exploit privileges and the GSP status 
in exports.’ he said. [passage omitted] 


UN Demands Free Access to Khmer Rouge Camp 
BK280115 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar 88 p 2 


[By Sinfa Tansarawut] 


[Excerpt] About 9.000 displaced Khmers living in a 
border camp associated with the Khmer Rouge could 
face food and medical supply cutoffs by the United 
Nations, which demands free access to the camp, a UN 
official said. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The UN Border Relief Operation (UNBRO) has set the end 
of April as the deadline for “categorical measures” at Huai 
Chan camp in the northeastern province of Sisaket if free 
access is not gained, UNBRO Deputy Director Patrick van 
de Velde told THE NATION last week. 


He said UNBRO has been talking for two years with 
Khmer Rouge leaders who control the camp. “It’s time 
that something is done.” 


Denial of camp access raises concern that food supplies 
might be diverted to Khmer Rouge fighters, and blocks 
implementation of education and medical programmes. 
United Nations rules state that its officials must be able 
to monitor aid distribution. 


Van de Velde will lead a team of UNBRO officials next 
week to visit eight border encampments housing a total 
of 290,000 displaced Khmers, including Huai Chan. 


A decision is expected to be made after the visit, he said. 


House Foreign Affairs Body Discusses Refugees 
BK240048 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] Thailand has spent over 200 million baht since 1975 
to look after Indochinese refugees in the country, the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee was told yesterday. 


Committee spokesman Phiraphan Phalusuk said Inte- 
rior Ministry officials told committee Members during a 
hearing on refugee problems that the country has spent 
202,864,887 baht from its own pocket on refugee relief 
efforts since the exodus began after the fall of Indochina 
states to communist forces. 


The Interior officials, from the ministry's News and 
Foreign Affairs Divisions, said this constitutes a big 
burden for Thailand. 


Foreign assistance to the refugees amounted to 3,229 
million baht in the same period. Worst, the number of 
refugees being taken for resettlement in third countries is 
falling. At present Thailand still has 133,036 Indochi- 
nese refugees to take care of. 


Dr. Phiraphan said in addition to that there are Viet- 
namese refugees of the “Dien Bien Phu” era when 
Vietnam fought a bitter war to gain independence from 
France in 1945. 


The officials said the Dien Bien Phu refugees have been 
living in Thailand for so long that they cannot be 
deported like the recent arrivals from Vietnam. They 
mostly live near the border and pose a security risk for 
the country, the officials said. 


Third countries have also stopped considering their 
resettlement on political grounds because of their own 
individual immigration qualifications. 
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The number of refugees being accepted for resettlement 
has thus fallen drastically. At present France, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand accept about 2,000 refugees 
a year. 


The United States, the largest recipient country, which 
has been taking in 23,000 refugees a year from all over 
the world, has also decided to cut down on their number, 
the officials said. 


Dr Phiraphan said it was evident that the Government 
had no clear policy of dealing with this problem, which 
would get worse in the coming years if “we don’t take a 
tough stand to stem the tide”. 


Time Bomb Raises Fears of Muslim Sabotage 
BK260147 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
26 Mar 88 p 1, 3 


[Text] The discovery of a time-bomb beneath a giant 
Buddha statue in Narathiwat on Thursday has increased 
fears of a stepped-up sabotage campaign by Muslim 
separatists in the South. 


Naval bomb disposal experts defused the device contain- 
ing 30 pounds of TNT at 12.57 p.m.—three minutes 
before it was timed to explode. 


Security officials said the bomb attempt, which followed 
attacks on three remote schools in the South this month, was 
the work of 50 armed Muslim bandits who recently returned 
from military training courses in the Middle East. 


Zone 12 commander Pol Maj [Police Major]-Gen Sarot 
Chintawirot said the bomb was found in a room at the 
base of the 23 meter Phra Buddha Thaksin Ming Mongk- 
hon, one of the country’s biggest Buddha statues, at 
Khao Kong National Park in Muang District. 


“The statue would have been destroyed had the bomb 
gone off,’ said Pol Maj-Gen Sarot. 


The commander and a senior official of the National 
Security Council, [NSC] yesterday voiced concern at the 
increasing trend of the use of violence by the separatist 
movement. 


More violence could be expected because the Govern- 
ment had stepped up its military drive against the group, 
said Pol Maj-Gen Sarot, noting that officials had also 
detected increasing activity among Shi‘ite Muslims in 
the South. 


The NSC official agreed that more violence could be 
expected but said the group waslwnlikely to get the support 
of local Muslims, particularly those of the older generation, 
who opposed the use of violence for political ends. 


A security source said the group was believed to have an 
operational base in Narathiwat Province and the finan- 
cial support of at least two Middle East countries. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The group was attempting to increase tensions in the 
South by capitalising on the Muslim dress regulation row 
at a Yala teachers’ training college. 


This week’s arson raid on a state school in Yala was an 
attempt to attract attention and win financial support 
from abroad, he said. 


This month, two other remote schools in Yala were 
attacked by the same group, he said. 


Maj-Gen Thamnu Phutphat, commander of a joint mil- 
itary-civilian-police Pho-To-Tho 43 task force said in 
Pattani yesterday the bandits picked targets in remote 
areas. 


The commander said he was planning to restructure his task 
force and seek help from villagers and defence volunteers to 
protect government property in remote areas. 


Pattani MP Den Tomina yesterday denounced the burn- 
ing of Ban Lamai School building in Yaha District of 
Yala on Wednesday. 


But the Muslim MP doubted the attack was the work of 
Muslim bandits. 


Mr Den said local people told him the attack could be 
part of an attempt by government officials seeking more 
development funds. 


“If it was the act of (Muslim) terrorists, what would they 
gain since so many of the children at the schools are 
Muslim?” he asked. 


Official Comments on Violence 
BK270536 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
27 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Assistant Central Investigation Bureau chief Pol 
Maj-Gen Kasem Saengmit yesterday said he opposed the 
use of force in dealing with a stepped-up sabotage 
campaign by southern separatists. 


Commenting on a recent increase in sabotage activities 
by southern bandits, Pol Maj-Gen Kasem said the use of 
force to suppress them would give the separatists sym- 
pathy from Muslim countries. 


“This separatist movement wants to project an image 
that they are being mistreated by the Government. This 
will help them win sympathy and financial support from 
abroad,” he said. 


Commenting on the spate of attacks by bandits on 
remote schools in Yala and on a giant Buddha statue in 
Narathiwat, Pol Maj-Gen Kasem, a former Special 
Branch Police commander, said the Government should 
be prudent in handling the situation. 
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“We should not allow a small issue to develop into a 
volatile problem,” he said. 


Meanwhile, 12th Zone Provincial Police, which has 
jurisdiction over the five southern-most provinces, yes- 
terday ordered local authorities to beef up security to 
prevent possible attacks on public and private property. 


The order followed at least three attacks on remote 
schools in Tyala and an attempt to blow up the Buddha 
statue in Muang District of Narathiwat on Thursday. 


Andaman Sea Economic Zone Decree Approved 
BK24084! Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] The cabinet yesterday approved a draft royal 
decree proposed by the Foreign Ministry to announce 
Thailand’s exclusive economic zone [EEZ] in the Anda- 
man Sea. 


The decision to declare the Thai exclusive economic 
zone in the Andaman Sea follows a similar declaration in 
the Gulf of Thailand. The new exclusive economic zone 
declaration would serve to show that Thailand has not 
imposed the EEZ selectively on Malaysia. 


Vietnam 
Reportage on Dispute With PRC Over Spratlys 


Diplomatic Note to China 
BK261224 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] On 24 March 1988 the head of the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry’s Asia Department handed to SRV 
Ambassador to the PRC Nguyen Minh Phuong a note 
dated 23 March 1988 rejecting Vietnam’s proposal that 
the two countries hold talks to settle the dispute over the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago as well as other border 
problems and the Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelago as 
already expounded in the 17 and 23 March 1988 notes of 
our Foreign Ministry. 


On 26 March 1988 our First Vice Foreign Minister Dinh 
Nho Liem received Chinese Ambassador Li Shichun and 
handed him a note from our Foreign Ministry to its 
Chinese counterpart. The note says: 


China’s rejection of talks to settle the territorial dispute 
between the two countries is contrary to what the Chi- 
nese side said in their foreign minister's notes—that they 
advocate settling disputes between nations peacefully— 
and runs counter to the aspirations of the two peoples 
and the trend toward settling disputes by dialogue as well 
as to the UN Charter while China is a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council. China’s attitude 
has caused public opinion in the world and Southeast 
Asia, especially China’s neighboring countries, to worry 
about China’s policy in the region. 
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In its 23 March 1988 reply, the Chinese only turned 
down the proposal to hold talks with Vietnam without 
rejecting the SRV’s 17 March 1988 proposal for the two 
sides to commit themselves not to use force to settle the 
dispute. 


The SRV Government holds that the only correct way of 
conforming to the fundamental interests of the two 
peoples is to settle the dispute between them through 
peaceful negotiations. Therefore, the Vietnamese side is 
firm in its proposals as already stated in its 17 and 23 
March 1988 notes to the Chinese side. 


While waiting for China to sit down in the negotiating 
table, Vietnam proposes that the two sides desist from 
using force to settle the dispute and to avoid all clashes to 
prevent the situation from becoming worse. 


After receiving the Chinese ambassador, First Vice For- 
eign Minister Dinh Nho Liem demanded that the Chi- 
nese side honor its |7 March 1988 promise not to allow 
its warships to hamper the rescue of Vietnamese ships 
and victims in the Sinh Ton Islands in the Truong Sa 
Archipelago and not to prevent Vietnamese freighters 
from bringing supplies to the Truong Sa Archipelago. 


Interview With Nguyen Co Thach 
BK281240 Hong Kong AFP in English 1228 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


{By Gilles Campion] 


[Text] Hanoi, March 28 (AFP)}—Vietnam is still willing 
to negotiate with China over the disputed Spratly 
Islands, but is also ready to defend its territory, Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach said here Monday. 


“If China wants overall negotiations on the Spratlys and 
Cambodia, we are ready to participate,” Mr Thach, who 
is also vice premier, told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
during an interview here. 


“We are very patient in our willingness to peacefully 
resolve the differences with China over the Spratly 
Archipelego, in the interests of everyone,” the foreign 
minister added. 


Mr Thach was referring to the group of islands and coral 
reefs in the South China Sea which are claimed in whole 
or part by Vietnam, China, Taiwan, the Philippines and 
Malaysia. 


Since the beginning of the year the Chinese Army has 
successively occupied four reefs in the Spratlys—located 
some 400 kilometres from Vietnam and 1,500 kilome- 
tres from China and strategically located on shipping 
lanes connecting the Indian and Pacific oceans. 
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On March 14 Vietnamese and Chinese forces clashed in 
the Spratlys, which are mainly controlled by Vietnam. 
Vietnamese newspapers said Friday that 74 Vietnamese 
servicmen were still unaccounted for after the clash. 


Mr Thach told AFP: “We have proposed that while 
waiting for a favorable response from China (to opening 
talks), the two parties do not use force to resolve the 
conflict and do not aggravate the current situation.” 


“But at the same time, we have the right to defend our 
territory, because everything has its limits: ambitions 
can be unlimited, but not the possibilities of achieving 
them,” he emphasized. 


Vietnam has proposed opening talks on territorial dis- 
putes with China twice this month, but Beijing has 
rejected both offers and demanded that Vietnam remove 
its forces from the islands, which it termed “Chinese 
territory.” 


Relations between the two countries have been tense 
since a brief 1979 border war, and China has since 
refused to normalize relations until Hanoi withdraws an 
estimated 140,000 Vietnamese troops from Cambodia. 


However, Mr Thach said he believed: “China is not 
interested in provoking a new war.” 


When asked about international opinion, he said: “All 
the countries want negotiations to resolve the question of 
the Spratlys and condemn recourse to force to solve the 
differences, but that does not mean they all want to 
publicly support this policy. 


“The Soviet Union supports us, and that is essential,” he 
added. 


Moscow has supported Vietnam’s peace proposals with- 
out formally condemning China, blamed by Vietnam for 
the March 14 clash. 


Since the beginning of the c: etnam has also called 
on the Association of Southe. . -.s1an Nations (ASEAN) 
to put pressure on China, stressing the “dangers” of 
“Chinese expansionism” in the area. 


“If the countries of ASEAN adopt a short-sighted policy 
and think this is a problem between China and Vietnam, 
they will be losers in the long term...because China 
cannot kill several birds with one stone, but it could deal 
with them one by one,” Mr Thach said. 


The Philippines, an ASEAN member along with Malay- 
sia, Brunei, Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia, has 
called for a negotiated settlement on the Spratlys. 
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VNA Cites Foreign Press 
BK271530 Hanoi WNA in English 1459 GMT 
27 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 27—AKAHATA, newspaper 
of the Japanese Communist Party on March 25 said 
editorially that “the use of force (by China) to occupy the 
archipelagoes of (Hoang Sa and Truong Sa), and even to 
attack unarmed ships (of Vietnam), is apparently an act 
of hegemonism, like those of the colonialists and impe- 
rialists in the past. That act certainly will not (not) be 
supported by the world public.” 


The Czechoslovk daily RUDE PRAVO on March 25 
pointed out that “the differences (between Vietnam and 
China) can only be solved through peaceful negotia- 
tions.” 


The paper also ran an article written by its Beijing 
correspondent who had quoted the HUNAN MORN- 
ING POST [as received] paper in Hong Kong as saying 
that the differences between Vietnam and China “cannot 
be solved by means of warship but only through diplo- 
matic negotiations.” According to this Czechoslovak 
reporter, the Hong Kong newspaper valued highly Viet- 
nam’s repeated proposals for direct negotiations which it 
said the mass media in Beijing had tried to ignore. Also 
on March 25, the French newspaper LIBERATION 
observed that “this gunboat policy (which China is 
carrying out at the Truong Sa Archipelago) is arousing 
inherent concern in Southeast Asia about China’s "ex- 
pansionism*. “Countries in the region cannot help being 
annoyed to see the maps published in Beijing with 
Chinese territory stretching close to the coasts of Malay- 
sia, the Philippines and Vietnam“, the LIBERATION 
commented. 


In its latest issue, the magazine U.S NEWS AND 
WORLD REPORT remarked that China is expanding 
its influence in the region, and that the latest incident at 
the Truong Sa Archipelago was obviously triggered by 
China when it sent | 10 marines to land on coral reefs for 
so-called surveys™. [quotation marks as received] 


NEWSWEEK on March 21 pointed out that the ambi- 
tion of the present Chinese leadership is to turn their 
navy into a force that can help expand Chinese influence 
far beyond their territorial boundarics. 


Radio Commentary Urges Talks 
BK271420 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Station coyamentary: “The Only Correct Way To Settle 
Disputes Over Territorial Waters Between Vietnam and 
China Is To Hold Peaceful Negotiations”’] 


[Text] China’s action in sending its troops to invade 
Vietnamese islands and perpetrate new, barbarous 
crimes against the Vietnamese people in the Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelago has filled progressive people in the 
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region, as well as in the rest of the world, with concern 
and indignation. This was not the first time China 
unwarrantedly sent its troops to invade Vietnam's 
islands in the Eastern Sea. Back in 1956, taking advan- 
tage of the withdrawal of French troops from the Hoang 
Sa [Paracel] Archipelago, China sent troops to occupy 
the eastern islands of Vietnam’s Hoang Sa Archipelago: 
and again, in 1974, while the Vietnamese people were 
concentrating efforts on their struggle for national liber- 
ation, it seized the western islands of the same archipel- 
ago. Thus, by 1974, China had, in defiance of public 
opinion, seized all of Vietnam's Hoang Sa Archipelago. 
It did not stop there, however. 


ignoring Vietnam's pro:ests and proposals for peaceful 
negotiations to solve bilateral disputes over territorial 
waters and flouting international law, China has, since 
early 1988, flagrantly dispatched a large force of war- 
ships to the area of Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago; 
and on !4 March, it seized a number of islands belonging 
to that archipelago. In invading islands and territorial 
waters of another nation and considering the Eastern Sea 
its private pond, the Chinese authorities have carried out 
their expansionist and hegemonistic design against 
neighboring countries in Southeast Asia. The action 
taken by the Chinese authorities in the Truong Sa 
Archipelago area kindied the flame of war in the sea and 
undermined the trend of dialogue and detente in the 
region after they had successively provoked wars on land 
against virtually all countries sharing a common border 
with China. 


Proceeding from its benevolent position of wanting to 
solve disputes over territorial waters through peaceful 
negotiations and with self-restraint, the Vietnamese side 
sent a note to the Chinese side on 17 March, proposing 
that the two governments hold talks to settle disputes 
over the Truong Sa Archipelago. On 23 March, it sent 
another note, proposing that the two sides hold talks at 
the foreign ministerial or vice ministerial level in Beijing 
initially in order to settle disputes over the Truong Sa 
Archipelago. To date, however, the Chinese side has not 
displayed any gesture of goodwill whatsoever. A reply 
rejecting Vietnam's offer for talks to solve disputes over 
the Truong Sa Archipelago handed over by the Chinese 
side on 24 March further shows its intention to continue 
its expansionist and hegemonistic policy in Southeast 
Asia. This totally belies the Chinese side's frequent 
avowal of its desire to settle disputes between nations 
peacefull, ad runs counter to the the Chinese and 
Vietnamese peoples’ wish to live in peace and friendship 
with each other. China's rejection of Vietnam's proposal 
for peace talks to settle bilateral disputes over the Truong 
Sa Archipelago also wholly contravenes the developing 
trend of dialogue in the region with regard to the 
settlement of the Cambodian issue and the relationship 
between the Indochinese and ASEAN countries, as well 
as the trend of dialogue in the world. China's act even 
contravenes the Charter of the United Nations while 
China is a permanent member of the UN Security 
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Council. This contravention by China has been arousing 
new concerns over its policy for this region and South- 
east Asia, especially in China’s neighboring countries. 


China’s 14 March seizure of the islands belonging to 
Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago has been criticized by 
the people of the world while the proposal to settle 
disputes over territorial waters between Vietnam and 
China through peaceful negotiations advanced by Viet- 
nam in its 17 and 23 March notes is winning greater 
sympathy and support. This is what China cannot 
ignore. The only correct way, that is consistent with the 
fundamental interests of the Chinese and Vietnamese 
peoples, with the desire of public opinion in the region 
and in the rest of the world, as well as with the tread of 
our time, is to enter into negotiations to settle bilateral 
disputes over territorial waters. 


In its reply to Vietnam’s 23 March note, China turned 
down talks with Vietnam without rejecting the latter's 17 
March proposal for the two sides to refrain from using 
force to settle disputes. Therefore, while waiting for 
China to adopt an attitude of good will and sit down at 
the negotiating table as hoped for by world public 
opinion, it is necessary for China as well as Vietnam to 
commit themselves to stop using guns and ammunition 
to settle disputes over the Truong Sa Archipelago and, at 
the same time, to avoid clashes so as not to exacerbate 
the situation in the Eastern Sea. 


The flame of war kindled by China in the Eastern Sea is 
causing deep concern to people of the region and pro- 
gressive people in the world. Whether or not this flame of 
war can be extinguished—as desired by the peoples of 
China and Vietnam as well as by the peoples of South- 
east Asia and the rest of the world— now depends on 
China's goodwill. The only correct way to setile disputes 
is for China to sit down for peace talks as proposed in 
Vietnam’s universally supported | 7 and 23 March notes. 


Further Details on 14 March Events 
BK261510 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 24 Mar 88 


{[NHAN DAN 24 March article by Ngoc Dan:**Missile- 
Armed Chinese Destrvyers Attack on Our Three Freight- 
ers Carrying No Offensive Weapons in the Area of the 
Sinh Ton Islands”) 


[Text] Since the afternoon of 13 March, our freighters 
had been anchored off the Gac Ma, Colin, and Len Dao 
Islands of the Sinh Ton group of islands. Looking from 
here to the north and a little to the east, one can see the 
Sinh Ton islands clearly. During that time, the Chinese 
warships had illegally violated our territorial waters and 
landed military forces onto the Chu Thap and Chau Vien 
coral reefs in our territory and continued to provoke and 
intercept our freighters. At times, the Chinese warships 
were tailing or flanking our ships to threaten us. Taking 
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advantage of their superiority as warships armed with 
modern v'capons, they tried to threaten and dispirit our 
cadres and combatants in the Truong Sa Archipelago. 


Aboard the small ships and equipped only with firearms, 
our cadres and combatants, as the masters of the islands, 
repressed their hatred and urged one another to overlook 
the provocations to fulfill their tasks. Such a situation 
lasted for scores of days and nights, making the atmo- 
sphere in the area very tense. Our cadres and combatants 
had not slept a wink for seven nights in a row. Using 
small 50 to 60 tonne cargo boats, our officers and sailors 
had braved force 5 to 6 winds and waves in covering 
hundreds of nautical miles. Allthough faced with the 
enemy plot and the onerous duty assigned to them, no 
one felt tired. Large waves seemed to toss the boats onto 
island shores. On the night of 13 March, our cargo ships 
sull defended the Gac Ma, Colin, and Len Dao Islands. 
None of the cadres and combatants slept. They watched 
attentively, looking into darkness brightened only by the 
glowing sea waves, to observe the activities of the Chi- 
nese warships. 


Our ships were seething with orders, commands, and the 
activities of sailors who felt so attached to their ships and 
wished that dawn would come quickly so that they could 
land on the islands to fulfill their tasks. 


Early in the morning when the first violet red sunbeams 
from the east shone on the waves, the Chinese warships 
resumed their provocations. Three of their big warships 
blocked the outer area while the ships bearing Nos 556, 
553. and 552 approached our cargo ships. At times, their 
ships Nos 506 and 502 sailed at full speed and seemed to 
charge into our ships Nos 604 and 605 at Gac Ma and 
Colin Islands. 


Our combatants on Gac Ma Island then raised the red 
flag with the golden star to warn Chinese warships 
against encroaching upon Vietnamese sovereignty. 


Disregarding international law and intending to use 
force, the Chinese warships trained their guns on our 
freighters. Although being seriously threatened, our men 
remained calm and restrained themselves to avoid being 
provoked. while holding their positions stalwartly. 


On board the 50-tonne Dai Khanh class freighter 604— 
built by China and used by Vietnam for dozens of years, 
Comrade Thong, the commander standing at the bow 
told the combatants to remain alert so as not to fall into 
the enemy's provocative trap. His voice rang above the 
noise of the sea: Don’t fire unless ordered. 


Although this was the baptism under fire for some 
combatants, they still remained calm and self-confident 
in the face of the ordeal. Most of the combatants aboard 
ship 604 are natives of Binh Tri Thien. They have known 
the outlying Truong Sa islands since they were in school. 
Now, they saw the enemy with their own eyes. No one 
left their positions aboard the ship. 
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Captain Uong Xuan Tho, 27 years old, chief engineer of 
ship No 605 and who had been aboard the ship since the 
second day of the New Lunar Year, and Captain Nguyen 
Duy Hoa, 30 years old, chief radio officer of sh:p No 
505, both received orders to hold fast to the islands 
resolutely despite all arrogant acts of the enemy. 


Provocation and threats could not dispirit our cadres 
and combatants. No one fell into the enemy’s trap. Then, 
Chinese warship No 502 rushed into our freighter No 
604 that firmly remained anchored. 


Right behind ship No 604, 2d Lieutenant Tran Van 
Phuong, a platoon leader of the Truong Sa group, was 
commanding a group of cadres and combatants on duty 
on the island flying the national flag. Our sovereignty 
over the islands is asserted by the ships anchored there 
and our combatants on the islands. An unarmed detach- 
ment was ordered to descend into a dinghy to carry food 
and other supplies to the island. 


Being driven crazy by their failure to threaten our ship 
No 604, the Chinese officers on board the warship No 
502 ordered their men to take a motorboat and attack 
Gac Ma island. There were 71 in all, commanded by one 
officer armed with a revolver. All of them had crewcuts, 
were holding AK automatic rifles and carrying belts full 
of cartridges across their chests. Some rushed up to cut 
the rope linking our ship No 604 with the small boat. 
Combatant Luc who jumped up to connect the rope was 
struck down by a rifle butt on his head. The Chinese 
commander with the revolver together with dozens of his 
men landed on our island where the Vietnamese national 
flag was flying and our combatants were living. 


Habitually cruel, the attackers aimed their gun muzzles 
at Tran Van Phuong, Some of them shouted in Vietnam- 
ese: This is China’s isiand. Phuong and his soldiers said 
calmly: Stop! Don’t cause bloodshed! No sooner had 
Phuong finished his words than a Chinese soldier rushed 
up to snatch the red flag with the gold star from his hand. 
Phuong promptly snatched it back as Private First Class 
Nguyen Van Lanh, 22, dashed in to hold up the flag. A 
burly Chinese soldier with a walkie-talkie picked up a 
crowbar left there by Vietnamese troops and lunged at 
him from behind. Lanh managed to dodge the blow. 
Phuong continued to hold up the national flag when 
another Chinese soldier opened up with a full burst of 
AK automatic rifle. He fell. Nguyen Van Lanh knocked 
a pistol out of the hand of a Chinese officer when another 
Chinese stabbed him with a bayonet from behind, hitting 
him in the left shoulder blade. The Chinese then fired a 
burst of AK rifle fire hitting Lanh’s shoulder again next 
to the wound caused by the bayonet. Lanh fell in a 
puddle of blood. 


It was then 0745 and the Chinese warship No 502 
opened fire with 100-mm artillery at our freighter No 
604 from about 400 meters off shore. The shells hit the 
cabin, engine room and sailors’ compartment. This was a 
horrendous, unexpected, and extremely barbarous 
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crime. Our ship caught fire. Still the Chinese fired more 
shells at it fore and aft. Only a few of our officers and 
sailors escaped by jumping out and swimming to the 
island. 


This was a calculated brazen attack. At the same 
moment, Chinese warships Nos 502, 556 and 506 
opened fire with heavy artillery on our freighters Nos 
505 and 605 then anchored at the Colin and Len Dao 
islands. The Chinese destroyer 556 fired at our freighter 
605 from a distance of less than 350 meters. 


Finally, the article concluded: That is the truth about 
Chinese crimes at the Truong Sa Archipelago. Our cadres 
and combatants aboard our freighters have scrupulously 
complied with orders to defend resolutely and firmly the 
country’s beloved islands. They did not open fire first so 
as not to play into the enemy’s belligerent hands. How- 
ever, the enemy’s crimes have contravened common 
ethics and international law. 


The wreckage of ship No 505 at Colin Island; our 
combatants at Len Dao island, the vestiges of the fight 
on Gac Ma island where our national flag was first 
planted, and our many cadres and combatants who have 
heroically fallen in defense of the beloved group of 
islands, all remain as evidence of the unprovoked and 
brutal acts of the Chinese troops. 


AFP Examines Situation 
BK270410 Hong Kong AFP in English 0353 GMT 
27 Mar SS 


{By Gilles Campion] 


[Text] Hanoi, March 27 (AFP)}—Vietnam, though some- 
what irritated by China’s refusal to negotiate on the 
Spratly Islands dispute, will continue to push for a 
peaceful settlement, diplomats here said Sunday. 


Vietnam’s attitude has won it wide foreign support in the 
sovereignty dispute, which peaked on March 14 when the 
Chinese and Vietnamese Navies clashed in the strategic 
South China Sea archipelago, the diplomats said. 


Newspapers here said Friday that 74 Vietnamese ser- 
vicemen were missing after the clash and Vietnamese 
sources said that about half of them could be dead. 


China on Thursday rejected a Vietnamese offer for talks, 
reasserting its centuries-old claim to the islands, but 
Hanoi renewed its appeal Saturday and urged China not 
to resort to force to resolve the conflict. 


“The Vietnamese authorities... have been careful to deal 
with the Chinese tactfully in view of any possible nego- 
tiations by throwing responsibility for the tension on 
‘certain people in power’ in Beijing,” a diplomat said. 
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Vietnam must get China to negotiate because its Navy is 
not equipped to take on China's fleet, he said, adding 
that Hanoi is aware it has been rewarded in the past for 
using diplomatic channels. 


Vietnamese authorities have said privately they are 
satisfied with the positive reception the West has given 
to their peace offer, but they want Western countries to 
take a clearer position on the dispute, well-informed 
sources said. 


The Soviet Union, Vietnam’s main ally, gave lukewarm 
support to Hanoi but without condemning China, when 
Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev supported the 
dialogue proposal Thursday during a visit to Manila. 


The conflict is an embarrassment to Moscow, which has 
been trying for years to normalize relations with Beijing. 


“Neither the Soviets nor the West have dared to put 
pressure on the Chinese in this conflict, although they 
have all seemed to be pointing the finger at them since 
the incident started,” said a diplomat. 


“No one wants to take the risk of closing its doors to 
China, and Beijing, aware of its upper hand, could 
decide to keep up this new area of tension on Vietnam's 
borders,” he added. 


Western and East European diplomats agree the Spratly 
conflict is linked to the war in Cambodia, where rebels are 
fighting the Vietnamese-backed government in Phnom 
Penh, and the overall situation in Southeast Asia. 


“The Chinese now are convinced there will soon be 
negotiations on Cambodia and they are trying to gain 
maximum advantage over Vietnam in anticipation of 
the day when they must sit down at the negotiating 
table,’ a diplomat said. 


China has succeeded in killing two birds with one stone, 
said one diplomat. It has set a foothold for the first time 
in the Spratlys, goading Vietnam on its southern flank, 
while keeping up pressure on Vietnam’s northern border. 


“For the moment, they have no reason to change their 
tactics,” he added. 


The situation in the Spratlys risks becoming long-term, 
to the detriment of Vietnam, which needs peace to 
resolve its economic problems instead of dealing with a 
border conflict with China that flared in 1979. 


Besides China and Vietnam, the Spratlys are claimed in 
whole or in part by the Philippines, Malaysia and the 
Nationalist Chinese Government in Taiwan. 
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Hanoi Meeting Condemns PRC 
BK261604 Hanoi VNA in English 1520 GMT 
26 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA March 26—A grand mass meeting 
was held here today to vehemently condemn China’s 
brutal crimes at the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago of 
Vietnam. 


The meeting was co-organized by the Hanoi Chapters of 
the Women’s Union, the Federation of Trade Unions 
and the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union. 


The participents adopted a statement demanding that 
the Chinese authorities withdraw immediately all their 
troops from the archipelago’s coral reefs they had ille- 
gally occupied, and put an immediate end to all acts of 
violations of Vietnamese territory. 


Similar meetings have been held in Ho Chi Minh City, 
the southern province of Tay Ninh and the northern 
provinces of Vinh Phu, Haiphong and Ha Nam Ninh. 


Hanoi Denies Thai Shelling Allegation 
BK261230 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] According to foreign sources, on 24 March 1988, 
the Thai Army spokesman said that the Vietnamese 
troops in Cambodia had fired more than 2,000 artillery 
shells into the two Thai provinces of Chanthaburi and 
Trat over the past few days, wounding some people and 
destroying some property. 


VNA is authorized to reject this fabrication completely. 


Foreign Ministry Statement Supports LPDR 
BK261523 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] Today, 26 March, our Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man issued the following statement: 


On 23 March 1988, the LDPR Foreign Affairs Ministry 
sent a note to the the Kingdom of Thailand Foreign 
Affairs Ministry criticizing the Thai side for intention- 
ally prolonging the talks and delaying the settlement of 
the dispute over the border area adjacent to Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province of Laos, and Chat Trakan 
District of Phitsanulok Province of Thailand. 


Thailand’s attitude is aimed at the continued occupation 
of a part of Lao territory. The LPDR has always 
respected and scrupulously implemented the two 1979 
joint Lao-Thai statements, especially the 4 April 1979 
Statement in which the two sides pledged to make the 
entire Lao-Thai border along the Mekong River and on 
land a border of peace and friendship based on the 
principle of respect for independence, sovereignty, terri- 
torial integrity, and each other’s legitimate rights, and of 
settling differences through peaceful means. 
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The note stressed: What is pressing now is that the 
delegations of the two countries’ governments should 
promptly settle the aforesaid dispute in line with the 23 
March 1907 French-Siamese treaty and the protocol 
attached thereto defining the border. 


The SRV Foreign Affairs Ministry fully supports the 
LPDR’s correct viewpoint and goodwill toward talks 
outlined in the note of 23 March 1988 aimed at seeking 
a just and correct solution to the current dispute, thus 
helping improve the traditional relationship between 
Laos and Thailand and safeguarding peace and stability 
in Southeast Asia and the world. 


The people and Government of Vietnam unswervingly 
and totally support the Lao people’s struggle to protect 
their independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, 
and the LPDR’s policy of building friendly relations with 
neighboring countries. 


First Peasants Congress Opens in Hanoi 
BK280650 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] The First National Congress of Delegates of the 
Vietnam Peasants Association solemnly opened this 
morning [28 March] at the Ba Dinh Conference Hall in 
Hanoi with the participation of 611 delegates represent- 
ing the more than 20 million peasants from Lang Son to 
Minh Hai. 


Comrades Nguyen Van Linh, general secretary of the 
CPV Central Committee; Truong Chinh and Pham Van 
Dong, advisers to the CPV Central Committee; Vo Chi 
Cong, member of the Political Bureau and chairman of 
the Council of State; Vo Van Kiet, member of the 
Political Bureau and acting chairman of the Council of 
Ministers; Do Muoi, member of the Political Bureau and 
secretary of the CPV Central Committee; and many 
other party and state leaders and representatives of the 
various agencies and mass organizations at the center 
and in Hanoi were in attendance. Also present were the 
delegations of the Soviet Agro-Industry Committee, the 
Laos Revolutionary Peasants Association, the Kampu- 
chea Revolutionary Peasants Association, the Cuba 
Farmers Association, the CSSR Farmers Association, 
the MPR Farmers Association, the GDR Farmers 
Mutual Assistance Association, and the All-Romania 
Agricultural Production Cooperatives, and representa- 
tives of the various embassies and diplomatic missions 
in Hanoi and of the Vietnamese and foreign press and 
news agencies. 


Following the opening speech by Comrade Nguyen 
Thanh Tho, vice chairman of the Congress Preparatory 
Committee, Comrade Pham Bai, member of the CPV 
Central Committee and vice chairman of the Congress 
Preparatory Committee, read a report on the situation 
and tasks of the Vietnamese peasantry and Peasants 
Association. 
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The report clearly pointed out: The resolution of the 
Sixth CPV Congress affirmed that our people are very 
revolutionary and have highly valuable qualities. 
Throughout more than a half century of continuous 
Struggle during which they have experienced untold 
sacrifices and hardships, our people have always upheld 
their revolutionary heroism, have worked industriously, 
and have fought courageously for national independence 
and freedom, for peace and socialism. 


The First Congress of the Vietnam Peasants Association 
resolves to continue developing the glorious traditions of 
the nation, the peasantry, and the Former Peasants 
Association. Under the leadership of the CPV, the party 
of the working class, the peasantry is determined to 
strengthen the Vietnam Peasants Association in all 
respects and to coordinate with the various mass orga- 
nizations in the VFF in actively developing the move- 
ment for creative labor of the more than 20 million 
working peasants, realizing the peasants’ right to collec- 
tive mastery, and participating in socioeconomic and 
state management. The peasantry will make every effort 
to overcome difficulties; struggle against all manifesta- 
tions of negativism, conservatism, and sluggishness; 
make worthy contributions to the cause of building the 
new countryside, safeguarding political security and 
public order and security, countering enemy sabotage; 
and actively contribute to stabilizing the peasants’ living 
conditions, fulfilling the socioeconomic objectives set 
forth by the party, and defending the socialist Vietnam- 
ese fatherland. 


During this morning’s opening session, Comrade Gen- 
eral Secretary Nguyen Van Linh addressed the congress. 


Report on Congress Delegates 
BK280310 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 27 Mar 88 


[Text] The First National Congress of the Vietnam 
Peasants Association will open this morning [28 March] 
at the Ba Dinh Conference Hall in Hanoi with the 
participation of 630 official delegates. 


Of the participants, 24.6 percent are women and 22.6 
percent are representatives of various ethnic minority 
groups. Five delegates are holders of “hero title.’’ College 
graduates and post-college graduates account for 35 
percent of the delegates while 22 percent are credited 
with high school education. 


VNA on Agricultural Collective Work 
BK280844 Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 28—The Vietnam Peasants 
Union held its first national congress on 28-31 March 
1988. [sentence as received] 
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In recent years, peasants in the North have striven to 
consolidate their agricultural cooperatives, while those 
in the South have completed the re-allotment of land and 
joined in various forms of collective work from low to 
high levels. At present, the majority of peasants are 
working in 16,334 agricultural cooperatives and 39,380 
agricultural brigades, 4,000 forestry cooperatives, and 
961 and 2,571 fishing or fish-rearing cooperatives and 
brigades respectively. 


Vietnamese peasants are very proud of their tradition of 
patriotic struggle and their alliance with the working 
class in the revolutionary cause of the nation. Particu- 
larly in the resistance war against French and U:S. 
aggression, they eagerly put into practice President Ho 
Chi Minh’s teachings: 


“Ricefields are battlefields, 
“*Ploughs and hoes are weapons, 
“And peasants are combatants.” 


In peace-time, Vietnamese peasants through their asso- 
ciation are exercising their right as masters of the coun- 
tryside and uniting with the working class in the Father- 
land Front in building a prosperous and powerful 
Vietnam. 


Report on Shipping Grain From South to North 
BK250744 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] This year, the Ministry of Communications and 
Transportation has mobilized a number of sea- and 
river-going vessels from various provinces to join the 
central-level transportation forces in shipping grain from 
the southern provinces to the north. 


To date, a number of vessels with a total freight capacity 
of nearly 10,000 metric tons have been mobilized from 
Hanoi, Haiphong, Quang Ninh, Thanh Hoa, Nghe Tinh, 
Ho Chi Minh City, Tien Giang, Nghia Binh, and Cuu 
Long to ship grain from various southern provinces to 
the north. 


Thanks to the good performance in regulating and mobi- 
lizing local transportation forces, between 14 and 20 
March as much as 56,000 metric tons of rice had been 
transported to the northern provinces by various means. 


Many ports—such as Haiphong, Saigon, My Tho, Tra 
Loc, and Long Xuyen—have reserved dock areas, load- 
ing and unloading equipment and men, and means of 
transportation, on a priority basis for grain-carrying 
vessels. The communications and transportation sector 
has also coordinated with other sectors to collect mate- 
rials, fertilizers, cement, coal, iron and steel, and other 
commodities for these vessels to carry to the southern 
provinces on their return trips. 
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Nguyen Van Linh Visits NHAN DAN Office 
BK250736 Hanoi VNA in English 0706 GMT 25 Mar 88 


(Text] Hanoi VNA March 25—Party General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh yesterday paid a working visit to the 
head office of the daily NHAN DAN, organ of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam. 


He had discussions with the managerial and editorial 
boards, and then addressed a gathering of editors, news- 
men and workers of the newspaper. 


Nguyen Van Linh said that in the past when the party 
had to operate underground, the party's paper proved to 
be an efficient instrument in awakening the masses and 
mobilizing them in the struggle to seize power. 
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“At present,” he continued, “when we are in power, our 
party's paper and the press in general have a particular 
role to play in encouraging the masses to actively partic- 
ipate in the new phase of the revolution.” 


The party general secretary stressed that the press has to 
renovate itself in keeping with the on-going process of 
renovation taking place all over the country. And an 
important aspect of the press renovation is to serve as 
the voice of both the party and the people, he said. On 
the other hand, our party’s paper must do its best to 
make the renovation process in Vietnam correctly and 
clearly understood to our fraternal parties and peoples 
and to the world public, he said. 
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Australia 


More Exercises Planned With New Zealand 
BK280215 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0110 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] The New Zealand defense minister, Mr Bob 
Tizard, has foreshadowed more joint exercises involving 
Australian and New Zealand troops in north Queens- 
land. Speaking in Townsville, Mr Tizard said both 
countries recognized the advantages of joint training. 


Mr Tizard added that both countries had recently under- 
gone reviews which pointed to shortfalls which could be 
overcome by increased cooperation. 


Fiji 


Premier Flies to UK To Reestablish Ties 
BK270622 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 27 Mar 88 


[Text] Fiji's prime minister, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, 
has left for London where he hopes to hold talks on 
reestablishing links with the British monarchy. AUS- 
TRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS says Ratu Mara is 
seeking direct links with the British crown within a new 
constitution. Fiji forfeited its Commonwealth member- 
ship after proclaiming itself a republic following last 
year § Military coups. 
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Ratu Mara says the majority of Fiji’s people favor links 
with the crown. He hopes to hold discussions on the 
matter with Mrs Thatcher, her foreign secretary, and the 
Queen’s private secretary. 


New Zealand 


Marshall Announces Name of Envoy to Fiji 
BK280548 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] New Zealand has announced the appointment of 
a new ambassador to Fiji, but says the move does not 
mean any change in relations with Fiji. 


The foreign minister, Mr Marshall, said the new envoy 
would be Mr Brian Absolum, who until recently was 
New Zealand’s high commissioner to Western Samoa. 


New Zealand was strongly critical of two military coups 
in Fiji last year and REUTER News Agency says Wel- 
lington has maintained cool relations with the new 
army-backed interim government. 


Finnish Foreign Minister Begins 4-Day Visit 
LD280819 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
0500 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Kalevi Sorsa has today begun his 
official visit to New Zealand. The 4-day visit will be 
confined entirely to the country’s North Island, where 
two-thirds of the country’s population live. Sorsa will 
hold political consultations with the country’s leaders in 
the capital, Wellington, tomorrow. 
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